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MIDST the congra- 

4 ſtulations and praiſes of | 
a a free, a joyful, and now un: 
"2 ted 2 


4 
as 


moſt gracious permiſſion” to 


vi DEDICATION. 
ted people, who are ambiti- 


ous to expreſs their duty and 


their wiſhes in their various 
claſſes; 1 think myſelf hap- 
py. to have Your Majesry's 


approach You, and, after the 
manner of the people whoſe 


character I have aſſumed, to 
bring an humble g in in 


my hand. 


# 
1 
3 \ 


> ſome part « of my ſubjed 


led me to conſider the ad- 


vantages 
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vantages of our excellent 
conſtitution in compariſon of 
others; my thoughts were 
naturally turned to Your 
MajzsrTy, as its warmeſt 
friend - and moſt powerful 
protector: and as the whole 
is intended to. recommend 
the practice of virtue, as the 
means of happineſs; to whom 
could I addreſs it with fo 
much propriety, as to a 
Prince, who illuſtrates and 
Rs 


vii DEDICATION. | 


enforces the precepts of the 1 
moraliſt by his life? 


= 
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8 2 . \ I am 
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on May! it pleaſe Your Ma. JESTY, 


Your MajzsTy's 
* Moſt faithful, moſt obliged, 
And moſt obedient | 
Subject and Servant, 
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d A N 1 
H O is he among the children of the 
earth, that repines at the power of the 3 

wicked? and who is he, that. would change - 
the lot of the righteous ? He, who has ap- 

pointed to each his portion, is God; the Om- - 
niſcient and the Almighty, who fills eternity, 

and whoſe exiſtence is from Himſelf ! but he 
who murmyrs is man; who /yeſterday- was 

not, and who : 


tn 
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let him liſten in ſilence to the voice of 
knowledge, and hide the bluſhes of confuſi. 
on in the duſt. 


Solyman, the mighty and the wiſe, who, 
in the one hundred and ſecond year of the 
Hegyra, ſat upon the throne of Perſia, had 
two ſons, ALMORAN and HAuEx, and 
they were twins. ALMORAN was the firſt 
born, but Solyman divided his affection 
equally between them: they were both 
lodged in the ſame part of the ſeraglio, 
both were attended by the fame ſervants, 
and both received. inſtruQions from the ſame 
teacher. 


One of the firſt things that ALMoran 
learnt, was the prerogative of his birth; and 
be was taught very early to ſet a high value 
upon it, by the terms in which thoſe about 
bim expreſſed their ſenſe of the power, the 
| ſplendor and the delights of royalty. As his 
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mind gradually -opened, he naturally conſi- 
dered theſe as the objects of univerſal deſire, 
and the means of ſupreme felicity : he was 
often reminded, that the time was coming, 

when the fole poſſeſſion of ſovereign power 

would enable him to fulfil all his wiſhes, to 
determine the fate of dependent-nations with 
a nod, and diſpenſe life and death, and hap- 
pineſs and miſery, at his will: he was flat- 


| tered by thoſe who hoped to draw wealth and 


dignity from his favour ; and intereſt promp- 
ted all who approached him, to adminiſter 
to his pleaſures with a: zeal. and aſſiduity, 
which had the appearance of mee to 
his merit, and affection to rs perſon. ” 


Hamer, on the contrary, ſoon became 
ſenſible of a ſubordinate ſtation : he was not, 
indeed, negleQed; but he was not much 
careſſed. When the gratification of Hamer 
came in competition with that of ArMo- 
| n he was always obliged to give it up, 
except 


- 
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_—_—— Solyman interpoſed : his = 
was, therefore, naturally led to ſeek for 

happineſs in objects very different from thoſe 
which had fixed the attention of ALno» 
RAN. As he knew not to how narrow a ſphere 
caprice or jealouſy might confine him, he 
| conſidered what pleaſures were leaſt depen- 
dant upon external advantages; and as the 
firſt popular commotion which ſhould hap- | 
pen after his brother's acceſſion to the throne, 
might probably coſt him his life, he was very 
inquiſitive about the ſtate into which his ſpirit 
would be diſmiſſed by the Angel of Death, 
and very diligent to do whatever might ſe- 
cure him a ſhare of the permanent and un- 

changeable felicity of Paradiſe, 


This difference in the ſituation of Al Mo- 
| kin and Hamer, produced great diſſimila- 
rity in their diſpoſitions, habits, and charac- 
ters; to which, perhaps, nature might alſo 
in ſome 96932 — ALMORAN was 
haughty, 


* 
- — _—_ 
* j——?—— — V0 wt. wah oo 


* 

4 

. 
=. 
= - 


. * 
: 
: . 
4 : 
S. * 
1 
g FT 4 
2 q I 
: = 
: 
| 8 v 
| . 
4 8 5 
* > tf 
| L 
*3 
11 
| f 
1 * 
r 
o 
- 
— 
; 
0 
* 
5 
5 
T3 2 
, * 
5 
14 
1 
>} 4 
1 
"SF 
RF; 4 
; RK” 
J 
| 3 
x i | 
I 
i : 
ſ 
? 
is 
+ BJ 
1 
; 
9 
* 3FY f 
LS 
ö 
4 
\ - 


| ALMORAN any HAMET. 13. 
MORAN was volatile, impetuous, and iraſ- 


cible ; HamzT was thoughtful, patient, and 


forbearing. Upon the heart of Hamer 
alſo were written the inſtruQons of the Pro- 
habitual anticipation ; his pleaſure, his pain, 
his hopes, and his fears, were. perpetually 
referred to the Inviſible and Almighty Father 
of Life, by ſentiments of gratitude or re- 
ſignation, complacency or confidence; fo 


But the views of ALMorAn were termi- 
nated by nearer objects: his mind was perpe- 
tually buſied in the anticipation of pleafures 


and honours, which he ſuppoſed to be nei- 


ther uncertain nor remote; theſe excited his 
hopes, with a power ſufficient to fix his at- 
tention ; he did not look beyond them for 


other objects, nor enquire how enjoyments 
more diſtant were to be acquired; and as he 
ſuppoſed theſe to be already ſecured to him by 
his birth, there was nothing he was ſolicitous 

to obtain as the reward of merit, nor any 
thing that he conſidered himſelf to poſſeſs as 
the bounty of Heaven. If the ſublime and 

diſintereſted reQitude that produces and re- 
wards itſelf, dwells indeed with man, it 

dwelt not with ALMORAN: with reſpe& to 
God, therefore, he was not impreſſed with 
a ſenſe either of duty or dependance ; he felt 
neither reverence nor love, gratitude nor re- 
ſignation: in abſtaining from evil, he was 
not intentionally good; he practiſed the ex- 
ternals of morality without virtue, and per- 
formed the rituals of devotion without 


piety. 

Such were ALMoRAn and HAMET, when 

Solyman their father, full of days and full 

of honour, ſlept in peace the ſleep of death. 

With this event they were immediately ac- 
f „ 
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13 ay ons of ALMoRAn were 
— — ſmug the joy 
that he felt in ſecret was ſo great, that the 
mere dread of diſappointment, for a moment 
ſuſpended his belief of what he heard: 

when his fears and his doubts gave way, his 
cheeks were ſuffuſed with ſudden bluſhes, 
and his eyes ſparkled with exultation and im- 
patience: he looked eagerly about him, as 
if in haſte to act; yet his looks were em. 
barraſſed, and his geſtures irreſolute, becauſe 
he knew not what to do: he uttered ſome 
incoherent ſentences, which diſcovered at 


once the joy that he felt, and his ſenſe'of 


its impropriety ; and his whole deportment 
expreſſed the utmoſt tumult and nm 

of 2 i e 

Ups Mad; the death of his father 
produced a very different effe&t : as ſoon as 
he heard it, his lips trembled and his 
countenance grew pale; he ſtood 'motionleſs 
a moment, like a pilgrim transfixed by light- 


16 ALMORAN anp HAMET. 

ning in the deſert ; he then ſmote his breaſt, 
and looking upward, his eyes by. degrees 
overſiowed with tears, and they fell like dew 
diſtilling from the mountain, in a calm and 
ſilent ſhower. As his grief. was thus ming- 
led with devotion, his mind in a ſhort time 
recovered its tranquillity, though not its 


chearfulneſs, and he deſired to be canduQted 
to his brother. 


He found him ſurrounded by the lords of 
his. court, his eyes. ſtill reſtleſs and ardent, 
and his deportment elate and aſſuming, 
_ Hamer preſſed haſtily through the circle, 
and proſtrated himſelf before him: ALMo- 
RAN received the homage with a tumultuous - 
pleaſure ; but at length raiſed him from the 
ground, and aſſured him of his protection, 
though without any expreſſions. either of 
kindneſs or of ſorrow : * Hauzr, ſays he, 
© if I have no cauſe to complain of you as 


a ſubject, you ſhall have no cauſe to com- 


9 n me 6 044 ng) Haurr, whoſe 
heart 


ALMORAN and HAMET. 17 
ſtant behaviour of his brother, ſuppreſſed the 
figh that ſtruggled in his boſom, and ſecret- 
eye: he retired with his looks fixed upon 
the ground, to a remote corner of the apart- 


ment; and though his heart yearned'to em- 


brace his brother, his modeſt diffidence re- 


In this fituation were ALmoRan and 
Hamtrt, when OMar entered the apart- 
ment. OMaR, upon whoſe head the hand 
of time became heavy, had from his youth 
nature had revealed herſelf in the ſilence of 
"and his eyes only were open: to him was 
known the power of the ſeal of Solomon; 
had been revealed. Nor was the virtue of 
Omax inferior to his knowledge; his heart 
„ was & fountain of good, which though it 
flowed 


13 ALMORAN and HAMET. 
flowed through innumerable ſtreams was 
never dry: yet was the virtue of Omar 


eloathed with humility ; and he. was ſtill 
preſſing nearer to perfection, by a devotion 


which though elevated was rational, and 
though regular was warm. From the coun- 
cil of Omar, Solyman had derived: glory 
and ſtrength ; and to him he had committed 
the education of his children. . 


When he entered the apartment, the 
croud, touched at once with reverence and 
love, drew back; every eye was caſt down- 
ward, and every tongue was ſilent. The 
full of days approached the king, and 
kneeling before him he put into his hand a 
ſealed paper: the king received it with im- 
patience, ſeeing it ſuperſcribed with the 
hand of his father; and Omar looking 
round, and perceiving HameT, beckoned- 
him to come forward. HameT, whoſe 
obedience to O Ax had been fo long habi- 
tual that it Was now almoſt 3 in- 


| AEMORAN AND HAMET. 19 
irreſolute pace; and ALMORAN, having 
broken the ſeal of the paper, began to read 
it to himſelf, with a look that expreſſed the 
kept his eye fixed upon him, and ſoon per- 
confuſion and trouble, and that he ſeemed 
preparing to put up the paper in his boſom : 
he then produced another paper from under 


his robe, and gave it to HameT: © This, 


, is a copy of the pill of Solyman, 
your father; the original is in the hand of 
© ALMORAN : read it, and you will find 
nnn 
ne W 


upon HamtT, who ſtood ſilent and motion- 
leſs with amazement, but was ſoon rouſed to 
attention by the homage that was paid him. 
In the mean time, -ALMoRan's confuſion 


encreaſed every moment: his diſappoint- 
ment was aggravated by the ſudden attention 
of thoſe who were preſent to his brother; 
and his jealouſy made him think himſelf ne- 
gecged, while thoſe acts of duty were per- 
formed to HAM T, which were now known 


N eee — W 


* War 1 Kills: regarded but little 
what ſo much excited the envy of Al Mo- 
RAN ; his mind was employed upon ſuperi- 
or objects, and agitated by nobler paſſions : 
the coldneſs of his brother's behaviour, 
though it had grieved had not quenched his 
affection; and as he was now no longer re- 
ſtrained by the deference due from a ſubje& 
to his king, he ran to him, and catching 
his affe@tion and joy only by his tears. At- 
MORAN rather ſuffered than received the 
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embrace; and after a few ceremonies, to 


5 which neither of them could much attend, 


r 
CHAP. Il 


HEN ALMoran was alone, he 
immediately locked the door; and 
Price Rag. 

of vexation and diſappointment, of which 
he was unwilling there ſhould be any wit- 
neſs, he revolved. in his mind all the plea- 
ſures and honours of ſupreme dominion 
which, had now ſuddenly. been ſnatched from 
him, with a degree of anguiſh and regret, 
not proportioned to their real, but their im- 
maginary value. Of future good, that 
which we obtain is found to be leſs than our 
expectations; but that of which we are 

een 
: thus do the children of hope extract 
2 both from what they gain, and from 


what 
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what they loſe. But Al won Ax, after the 
firſt tumult of his mind had ſubſided, began 
to conſider as well what was left him, as 
what had been taken away. He was till 
without a ſuperior, though he had an equal; 
he was ſtill a king, though he did not govern 
alone: and with reſpect to every individual 
in his dominions, except one, his will. would 
now be a law; though with ſen to the 
would be necelfary to give it force. © Let 
me then, ſays he, make the moſt of the 
© power that is now put into my hand, and 
wait till ſome favourable opportunity ſhall 
offer to encreaſe it. Let me diſſemble my 
_ © Jealouſy and pee that I may 
not alarm ſuſpicion, or put the virtues of 
© HAMET upon their guard againſt me; and 
et me contrive to give our joint admini- 


„ Riration fuch a form, as may beſt favour 8 
* my —_ 
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Such were ** reflections, with which 
 ALMORAN. ſoothed the anguiſh of his mind; 
while HAMET was buſied in ſpeculations of a 
very different kind. If he was pleaſed at 
refleQing, that he was raiſed from a ſubject 
to a prince; he was pleafed ſtill more, when 
he conſidered his elevation as a teſt of his 
father's affection to his perſon, and approba- 
tion of his conduct: he was alſo delighted 
with the thought, that his brother was aſſo- 


he was now called to perform. If I had 
© been appointed to govern alone, ſaid he, 
* I ſhould have had no equal; and he who 
© has no equal, though he may have faith- 
© ful ſervants, can have no friend: there 
* cannot be that union of intereſts, that 

equal participation of good, that unre- 
8 ſtrained intercourſe of mind, and that mu- 
© tual dependence, which conſtitutes the 
pure and exalted happineſs of friendihip. 
* With ALMORAN, 1 ſhall ſhare the ſu- 


-+ preme | 


ciated with him in the arduous taſk which 
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, preme delight of wreſting the innocent and 
© the helpleſs from the iron hand of oppreſ- 
© ſion; of animating merit by reward, and 
* reſtraining the unworthy by fear: I ſhall 
© ſhare, with Al Mon Ax, the pleaſures of 
© governing a numerous, a powerful, and 
© a happy people; pleaſures which, however 
great, are, like all others, N 
W e e 


_ -— While Hauzr was thus enjoying the 
fame ſource, from which the vices of Al Mo- 
RAN had filled his breaſt with anguiſh and 
diſcontent ; Ouax was contriving in what 
manner their Joint government could beſt be 
e N 


2 r having coir 
the diſpoſitions of his ſons, was of opinion, 
that if they had been blended in one perſon, 
they would have produced a character more 
fit to govern in his ſtead, than either of them 
alone: 
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Alone; Aluogan, he thought, was too vp- 
katie and warm; but he ſuſpected, that Ha- 
Mr would fink into _inaQtivity for want of 
ſpit: (he feared Aike Alu oz An's love of 
enterprize, and HAMET's fond retire- 
ment: * obſerved, * mare aw 
—— lie top-lpoke 3 — 
ALMORAN, a quickneſs,of reſentment, apd 
jealouſy of command, which might hokd them 
too tight: he hoped, therefore, that by Jeav- 
ing them a joint dominion, , he ſhould blend 

their ge gr gon at 3 in 


derive benehs rom the meet bt, wit- | 

e — other, — 
was right, their minds would naturally c 
cur, as the coincidenoe of reciitude with reQi- | 
due is neceſſary and eternal. Buthe did apt 
Yo . L ,B _ conſider, 
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ſeparately upon two different wills, would ap- 
| pear in effelts very unlike thoſe, which they 
would concur to produce in one: that two 
wills, under the direction of diſpoſitions fo 
dementen. 


7 


. — -ü— him 
e for u proje&t before he revealed it to 
Oman, that Oxanr' found him too much 


enen fun, to conſider its 
vibe tay rg than opinions re- 
ceived from others, and made our own only 
2 he at length acquieſced, leſt he 
ſhould by farther oppoſition loſe his influence, 
| 3 he might fill em- 
Le eee and took 
ien bib +10 a e * vinttooon 27 5 in 
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To this, indeed he conſented without 
much reluQance, as he had little leſs reaſon 
to fear the ſole government « of ALMoRrAN, 
chan a joint adminiſtration ; and if a ſtruggle 
for ſuperiority ſhould happen, he hoped the 
virtues oh Hauzr would obtain mer. 
an evil, and as changes in government are ſel- 
dom produced without great confuſion. and 
calamity, he applied himſelf to conſider in 
hab manner the government of ALMORAN 
and Hauer could be adminiſtered, ſo az moſt 
eſſectually to blend their characters in their 
adminiſtration, and; prevent the conduct of 
One from exciting jealouſy in the other. on 

-. 00 be tung te 01 Sit ie aan To 

After much thought, be determined: that a 
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8 4 AALMOKAN was naturally confident and 
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en they perſe kh approved, and oo which they 
ſhould then give the ſanction of their joint au- 
thority : that when any addition or alteration 


ſhould be thought nceeſſary, it ſhould be made 


in the fame manner; and that when any in- 


ſuperable difference of ſentiment happened, 
either in this or in any act of prerogative in- 


NE. 


bers of the people, the kings ſhould refer it 


WW ſorne perſon of approved integrity” and 


wiſdom, and abide by his determination. 


Omar enſily foreſaw, that wheri the opinion 
of ALwonarianl Hacer ſhould differ; the 


opinion of Atwokan would be eſtabliſhed; = 
for there were many: cauſes that would:ren- 
Ada de and HART yield- 


Hamer diffident and modeſt;'Ar- 
x —————— contradiction, Ha- 
MET was attentive to argument, and folici- 


tous duly for the diſcovery of truth. Aa- 
Man Ad conceived, that by the will of bis 
. 


8 
„ 
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he had received a favour „ ALMORAN,, there; 
fore, , was liſpoſeg-t0: reſent the. firſt appear- 
ance of 'oppoſition ; aud Hau, on/the; con- 
trary, to[acquieſce; as in his ſhare; of goyern- 
ment, whatever” it miqht be, he had more 
than was his right by birth, and his brother 
had leſs. Thus, therefore, the will of At- 
MORAN would probably predominate in the 
ſtate: but as the ſarne cauſe Which conferred 
+ this ſuperiority, would often prevent conten- 
tion, OMaR ee e the 8 
rather 29 eee 


When he had prepared "P plan, therefore, 
de ſent. a copy of it, by difſerent meſſengers. 


at the ſame time, both to ALMORAN' and 


Hauzr, incloſed in a letter, in which be 
expreſt his ſenſe of obligation to their fath 
and his zeal and affeQtion for them: he men- 
tioned: the promiſe he. had made, to devote 
himſelf to their ſervice; ; and the oath he had 
taken, to propoſe \ whatever he thought "taight 

facilitate W ſhment of their f: 
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deſign, with honour to them and happineſs to 
their people: theſe motives, which he could 5 
not reſiſt without impiety, he hoped would 

in the rectitude of his intentions, he left the 
Uive to God. 
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HE receipt of this letter threw AT- 
MORAN into another agony of indig- 
nation: he felt again t the loſs of his 
tive; the offer of advice he diſdained af un in- 
ſult, to which he had been injuriouſly ſubject- 
ed by the will of his father; and he was dif- 
poſed . i to reject whatever was ſuggeſted by 
Ouan, even before his propoſal was known. 
With this temper of mind he began to rea 
and at. every paragraph took new offence; he 
determined, however, not to admit 8 to 
the honour of a conference upon the ſubſest, 
but. to ſettle a you of 3 with his 
brother, 
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, without the * 


ties, is a certain indication of a little mind, 
conſcious to the want of innate dignity, and 
folicitous to derive from others what it can- 
not ſupply to itſelf: as the ſcrupulous exaQtion 
of every trifling tribute diſcovers the weak- 
neſs of the tyrant, who fears his claim ſhould. 
be diſputed; while the prince, who is conſci- 
not dare to revolt, ſcarce enquires whether 
ſuch teſtimonies of allegiance are given or not. 


Thus, the jealouſy of AOA already | 
enſlaved him to the punctilios of ſtate ; and 
in perplexity, or fired him with reſentment : 
the : friendſhip and fidelity of Oman ſtung 
him with rage, as inſolent and intruſive; and 


— determined him to an immediate 


„ inte 
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| iiterviewwith bis brother, yer Ke was em-, 
barraſſed how to procure it. At firſt he roſe, 


and was about to go to him; but he ſtopped 


ſhort” with diſdain, upon reflecting, that it 
was an act of condeſcenſion which might be 
deemed an acknouledgement of ſuperiority?” 

he then thought of ſending for ' Hamer to 
come to him; but this he feared might pro- 
voke him, 6 implying a dehial of his equali- 
ty? t length The deterniitied"t6/'propoſe” 4 


meeting in the chamber of council, and was” 


juſt diſpatching an officer with the mellage, 
when Hauer entered the 9 
' a7. 1 0 

— nberr was dun 

ed with joy, and his hears was warmed with 


the pleaſing ſenſations of affeQion and con- 


fidence,” by the ſame letter, from which 


Axon had extracted the bitterneſs df 
jealouly and reſeniment; and as he had ne 
ide that an act of courteſy to his bröther 
could derogate from his own dignity or im- 
portance, he indulged the honeſt — 
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et hi heart 10 commutieate the pleafure 


with whichi.it:overfipmed:. he va, indeed, 
ſomewhat diſappointed, to find no traces of 
farisfaQtion in- the countenance: ob:{Aimo- 
KAN; when be: ſaw the::ſame:;paper-in his 

een er e el 
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He waited. — Boe. 
tions, without mentioning:the-ſcheme of go- 
vernment he was come to concert; becauſe” 
having Name, Arenen aha ** 
ect ebenen cauſe, d pleaſed 
himſelf” with the hope that he might: re- 
move it: finding, however, that this ex- 
eee 


„Hor ates are ve, my ear d 
che wiſdom and fideliky of. Omar} ho-) 
excellent is the ſyſtem of government that 
e how eaſy and honourable 

| B. 5. N will. 


2 deu that: govern, and how ad 


10 al 


4 eee FO a 
which you ſeem to have diſcovered, are 
not evident to me: tell me, then, what 
2 they are, and I will afterwards 


r 
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0 By eflabliing « ſyſtem of . 


© rule of government,” faid HaxET, © many 
_ © evils will be avoided, and many benefits 
 * procured. ' If the law is the will only of 


© the "ſovereign, it can never certainly de 


known to the people: many, therefore, 
. © may violate that rule of right, which the 


© hand of the Almighty has written upon the 
© living tablets of the heart, in the pre- 
© ſumptuous hope, that it will not ſubject 
them to puniſhment ; and thoſe, by whom 


© conſciouſneſs of ſecurity, which they would 
— the Protection of a preſcribed 


72M law, | 
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n 
© be equally reſtrained by the fear of puniſh- 
© ment; if neither the offence is aſcertained, 


nor the puniſhment preſcribed. One mo- 


* tive to probity, therefore, will be wanting ; 
* which ought to be ſupplied, as well for the 
* fake of thoſe who may be tempted to of- 
* fend, as of thoſe who may ſuffer by the, 
* offence. - Beſides, he who governs not by 
*a written and a public law, muſt either 
* adminiſter that government in perſon, or 
© by others; if in perſon, he will fink under 
labour which no man is able 1o ſuſtain ; 
« and if by others, the inferiority of their 
« rank muſt ſubje& them to temptations 
© which it cannot be hoped they will always 
* refiſt, and to prejudices which it will per- 
_ © haps be impoſſible for them to ſurmount. 
© But to adminiſter government by a law 
* which aſcertains the offence, and direfts 
int and as the perverſion of. bs 
a 6 wi 
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« will in the cafe be notorious, and depend 
© not upon opinion but fact, it id ſeldom 
be — * ir mein 


. 
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of mur - with Jnpiticace and Mb, 
now ſtarted from his ſeat with a proud and 
contemptuous afpect: he firſt glanced his eyes 
| upon his brother; and then Boing diſdain- 
fully downward, he threw back his tobe, 
and ſtretching out his hand from him, © Shall: 
© the ſon of Solyman, “ ſaid he,.* upon whoſe: 
will the the fate of nations was ſuſpended, 
_ © criterions of right and wrong, before whom 
*-the voice of: wiſdom itſelf was ſilent, and 
* duſt; ſhall the ſon of Selyman be harne(- 
© fed, like à mule in the tramels- of law? 
w ſhall he become a mere inſtrument to exe-. 
ute what _ ** deviſed? Balti he 


tes 8 Wen; 
elaiins of right Y rd chk glory of A privice, 
t punify for what and whoth W | 
« be the ſovereign,” not ohfy of property, | 
but of life; and pq . n 
— wat 


* 3 
139 213 3 899 n. 1 * od 1; 


2 * 


1 ie ** was aback e 
with which it was uttered, 2 
colle&tion made this reply: lr is the glory 
of à prince, CEP : 
« verned by Him, who is alone moſt merci 
1 1s die huppinets, 
rather than inforce ſubjeQion; and rather 
© to-animate with love, than deprefs.by fear: 
Has not He that ſhall jadye uo, giverr us 4 
rule of life by which we ſhall be judged? 
n not our reward and puniſhment already 
et before us? are not his promiſes 4 
* ut 


_ © have we not confidence. and joy, when we 


* have obeyed? To God, His own divine 


« perfeQions are a law; and theſe he has 
© tranſcribed as a law to us. Let us, then, 
« govern, as we are governed; let us ſeek our 
© happineſs in the happineſs that we beſtow, 
and our honour in emulating the benevo- 
nn ee ee 


en mer Re has ne 
betber⸗ in this argument would too far diſ- 


cloſe his ſentiments, and put HamzT too 
much upon his guard ; he determined for the 


founded upon it, would render him extreme- 
bim alone ; he was now ſolicitous only to 
vithdraw him from public notice, and per- 


unde him to leave the government, what - 


ever forth, it ſhould receive, to be adminiſt- 


red by others: returning therefore, to his 


n 2 an appearance of com- 


placense 


preſent to diſſemble: and as he perceived, 
that HamET's opinion, and an adminiſtration 


1 
1 
a 


Ri RP lay o 
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: and tran e 
15 not 'V 5 " | : 
— Sts 
dee by or fo ourſelves 
* will EE 
M 2 caſe H 09" 
«worthy ſures of hat to ben __ 
enemy only 

them 
cure 
- ude.“ 


there is 
«© for | 
5 Haurr after the | 
* ſays ru a 
© Not or ine wb, au the 
« item of 3 3 
eee ication of 
5 regulation of m the appl 
« blifhment _— — — 
— and mov « king's at- 
( peace, 
WT . 
« war, 
© tention. - 
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— minds: to: doticyp3 t 


a ub, ther; digrte to lenvei theſe) alſh tothe 
care of ſome other, WMom we dan conttf᷑- 


nue a8 long as we approve, and diſplack 


© whei we approve no longen e we ſhall, 

by this expedient, be able to avert the 
Sodium of any popular meaſure ; and by 
the ſacriſice of a.flave, we can always fa 
* tisfy, the people, ack nd diſcon-- 
tent. 


: _ :, I. 
len 


— . 


Ar, * is to give up a prerogative; Which is: 


Lat once our higheſt: duty and intereſt to. 


* keep; iti is to betray our truſt, and to u 


< crifice, our hondut to another. The prince, 
who leaves the government. of his people 
impficiſy to a. ſubjeQ, leaves it to one, 


* who has many more temptations to be> 

H the ir intereſt than bimſelf : à vice“ 
5 in a ſubordinate ſtation; he has, 

| © there» 
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therefore, much to fear, and much to 
hope: he may alſo acquire the power of 
obtaining what he hopes, and averting 
what he fears, at the public-expence; he 
may ſtand in need of dependents, and may 
be able no otherwiſe i procure them, 
than by conniving at the fraud or the vo- 
* lence. which they commit? he may re- 
7M ceive, in bribes, an equi valeuit r s 
ſhare, as, an individuale in 1the-public* 
© proſperity.;: for his intereſt is ot eſſentially 
connected with, that of the-ſtate;i he bu 
2 ſeparate intereſt ; but the intereſt of tho · 
tate, and of the king, als one: he may” 
even be corrupted to betray t i, 
* and give up the intereſts of the nation, to 
a foreign power; but bie is imppſſible to 
the, ing 6 for nothing .equivalent. to what 
© he would give up, couldpbe offered him. 
But as a king has pot equal temptations to» b 
do wrong, neither is he equally expoſet to- 
« oppoſition, when he does right : the mea- 
*_ wh & ſubſtitute are . 


— 


— 
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| © ſed, merely from intereſt ; becauſe the 
_ © leader of a faction againſt him, hopes, that 


if he can remove him by popular "= 
* mour, he ſhall ſucceed to his power; but 


© it can be no man's intereſt to oppoſe the 
ef a king, if his meaſures are 


« good, becauſe no man can hope to ſup- 


be raiſed to another, for that which thy- 
„ ee e ae reer 


« toderive that glory, which it is thy he 
N ee "7 


| Bat is th pive, fi ALMORAN, ak 
- Ok we abt fs W abilities and 
l experience, which we do not poſſeſs? and 
© is it not the duty of him who preſides in 
r 


« which can beſt ſteer it? 
| A prince, 
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ee ee nen hs muse ; 
© intends the good of his people, can ſcarce 
— © fail to effect it; all the wiſdom of the na- 
tion will be at once turned to that object: 
© whatever is his principal aim, will be that. 
Jof all who are admitted to his council; 
* for to concur with his principal aim, muſt 
© be the ſureſt recommendation to his fa- 
_ © your. Let ws thes, bear others but let 
us act ourſelves. 


he ſhouk be exiderraiſed 3 ee 
it, by appearing to acquieſce in what Ha- 
MET had Propoſed. HAuzr withdrew, | 
which he Me ho kd eee 
in his own rhetoric, which he ſuppoſed had 
gained no inconſiderable victory. Al Mo- 
RAN, in the mean time, applauded himſelf 


—  — 
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for having thus far practiſed the arts of dif. 
ſirulation with ſuoceſs ii fortified himſelf in 
the reſolutiom he had "before; taken; and 
en new | IE ant 2 
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HILE Hauer was erulting * 
conqueſt, and his heart was  over- 


flowing at once with felf complacency, and 
affeQion to his brother 3 be was told that 
Onan was waiting without, and, defired 
admittance. Hamer ordered that he ſhould 
be immediately ; introduced ; and when 


Onan entered, and would | have proſtrated 
himſelf before him, he catched. him in his 
arms in a tranſport of affection and; eſteem ; 


and having ordered that none ſhould inter- 
rupt them, compelled him to fit down on a 


* — * * 
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He 122 lated th all hs 1 of X 
poi and an ardent, mind, the converſy- 
tion he had had with ALMORAN, intermix- 
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the moſt cordial eſteem. Oman was not 


ALMORAN had firſt expteſſed with ſuch ve- 
bemence of paſſion, were ſtill predominant 


in his mind: but of theſe ſuſpicions he did 


not give the leaſt hint to Hamer ; not only 
becauſe to communicate ſuſpicions is to ac- 
cuſe without proof, but becauſe he did nat 
_ think himſelf at liberty to make an ill pe- 
port of another, though he knew it to be 


true.” He approved the ſentiments of Ha- 
ur, as they had indeed been infuſed. by 
his own inſtruRtions ; and ſome precepts and 


cautions were now added, which the acceſſi- 


o ef Hitt to a ſhare of „ 


power made 2 OE. 


& no n 


© Remember, ſaid OuAx, that Pry 
n | ting virtue, is to 


'+ prevent o occaſions of vice. There are per- 
© haps, 'particular ſituations, | in which hu- 
eee virtue bas always failed: at leaſt 
© temptation often repeated, and long con- 
Bc: übe, 
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© tinued, has ſeldom been finally reſiſted. In 
© a government ſo conſtituted as to leave the 
people expoſed to perpetual ſeduQion, by 
© opportunities, of diſſolute pleaſure or ini- 
« quitous gain, the multiplication of penal + 
laws will only tend to depopulate the king- 
dom, and diſgrace the ſtate; to devote to 
WW the ſcymitar and the bow-ſtring, thoſe who 
might have been uſeful to ſociety, and to 
leave the reſt diſſolute, turbulent and. faQi- 
ou. If the ſtreets not only abound with 
v»omen, who inflame the paſſenger by 
their appearance, their geſture, and their 
© ſolicitations; but with houſes, in which 

© every deſire which they kindle may be gra- 
© tified with ſecrecy and convenience; 
_ © tis in vainthat © the feet of the proſtitute 
_ « go down. to death, and that her ſteps take 
hold on hell:“ what then can be hoped 
from any puniſhment, which the laws of 

© man can ſuperadd to diſeaſe and want, to 
© rottenneſs and perdition ? If you permit 
* 


„„ will render Aleneſ und drank- 


* eancls.Arangers'to the poor.” If a tar is fo 


— 


mities ts pro- 


„ beef ga vil always ſurmount the 


r en uber e 


£& withhold his hire; it will be in vain to 
ment and fines. If, in your! armies, you 
\* ſuffer ĩt to be any man's intereſt, rather to 
n preſerve the life of a horſe than @ man ; be 


+ your enemy: for there will'always be ſome, 
in whom intereſt is ſtronger than humanity 
| #:andhonour. Put no man's intereſt, there- 
eee his bye; oe 


eee: evil? x 
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| and having promiſed to keep them as the 
treaſure. of life, he diſmiſſed him from his 
preſence. The heart of HAME T was now 
expanded with the moſt pleaſing expeQati- 
ons; but ALMOR AN was pining with ſolici- 
tude, jealouſy, and diſtruſt: he took every 
opportunity, to avoid both Omar and HA- 
MET; but Hur ſtill retained his confi- 
: —_—_ and Ox AR 2 — "A ORD R 


C HAP v. 


N the mean time, the ſyſtem, of govern- 
ment was eſtabliſhed which had been 
propoſed by Omar, and in which Hauzr 
concurred, from principle, and ALMORAN , | 
from policy. The views of, ALMoRan' ter - 
minated in the gratification of his oun appe- 
tites and paſſions ; thoſe of Hau r, in the | 
diſcharge of his duty : Hamer, therefore, = 
was en eee 
an I. 2 S if} | and 
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and as his ſenſe of honour, and his love of the 


public, made this the employment of his 
choice, it was to him the perpetual ſource 
of a generous and ſublime felicity. Al Mo- 
RAN alſo was equally diligent, but from an- 


other motive: he was actuated, not by love 
of the public, but by jealouſy of his bro- 


ther; he performed his taſk as the drudge of 
neceſſity, with reluQance and ill will; ſo 
that to him it produced pain and anxiety, 
wearineſs and impatience. | 


To atone for this waſte of time, he de- 
termined to crowd all that remained with 


delight : his gardens were an epitome of all 


nature, and on his palace were exhauſted all 
the treaſures of art; his ſeraglio was filled 
wich beauties of every nation, and his table 
ſupplied with dainties from the remoteſt cor- 
ners of his dominions. In the ſongs that 
were repeated in his preſence, he liſtened at 
once to the voice of adulation and muſic ; he 


breathed the perfumes of Arabia, and he 
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taſted the forbidden pleaſure of wine. But 
as every appetite is ſoon ſatiated by exceſs, 


which, to be luxurious, muſt be delicate and 
refined, was degraded to a mere inſtinct, and 
exhauſted in endleſs difſipation the careſs 


prca delight, and was immediately beet. | 
ed by indifterence or diſguſt. By the dain- 
ties that perpetually urged him to intempe - 
rance, that appetite, which alone could 


e repetition ; and the. bwben umben of 
the night, and the languor of the morning, 
were more than equivalent to the tranſient. 
Tyan that was inſpired by wine. Thus 

ca palled 
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paſſed the time of Alon an, divided be- 
tween painful labours which he did not dare 
to ſhun, and the ſearch of — | 


could never find. 


Mean: on the contrary, did not ſeek 


pleaſure, but pleaſure ſeemed to ſeek him: 


he had a perpetual complacence and ſerenity 


of mind, which rendered him conſtantly ful- 
ceptible of pleaſing impreſſions ; every thing 


that was prepared to refreſh or entertain him 


added ſomething to the delight which was 
continually ſpringing in his breaſt, when he 

reviewed the paſt, or looked forward to the 

future. Thus, the pleaſures of ſenſe were 
heightened by thoſe of his mind, and the 
pleaſures of the mind by thoſe of ſenie : be 
as yet no 
woman had fixed his attention, or d. | 


had, indeed, as yet no wife; for 
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Among the ambaſſadors whom the mo- 
narchs of Afia ſent to congratulate the ſons 
of Solyman upon their acceſſion to the 

throne, there was a native of Circaſſia, whoſe 
name was Abdallah. Abdallah had only one 
child, a daughter, in whom all his happineſs. 
and affection centered; he was unwilling to 
leave her behind, and therefore brought her 
to the court of Perſia. Her mothier died 

while ſhe was yet an infant; ſhe was now in 
the ſixteenth year of her age, and her name 
was ALMEIDA. She was beautiful as the 
daughters of Paradiſe, and gentle as the 
breezes of the ſpring ; her mind was with- 
out ſtain, and her manners were without 


| She was lodged with her father in a palace 
that joined to the gardens of the ſeraglio; 
one night been leſt burning in a lower apart- 
ment, by ſome accident ſet fire to the net - 
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work of cotton that ſurrounded a fopha, and 


and the whole room was ſoon after in a flame. 
ALMORAN, who had been paſſing the after- 


noon in riot and debauchery, had been re- 


moved from his banquetting room aſleep, | 
but Hamer was ſtill in his cloſet, where he 
had been regulating ſome papers that were 


to be uſed the next day. The windows of 
this room opened towards the inner apart- 
ments of the houſe in which Abdallah reſi- 


_ ded; and Hamer, having by accident look- 


ed that way, was alarmed by the appearance 


of an unuſual light, and ſtarting up to fee 


whence it proceeded, he diſcovered what bad 
happened. 


"Mei eee pn? vis 
night to aſſiſt in quenching the flame, and re- 


moving the furniture, he ran himſelf i into 


5 the garden. As ſoon as he was come up to 
the houſe, he was alarmed by the ſhricks of a 
female voice; and the next moment, Al- 
' MEIDA appeared at the window of an apart- 
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ment directly over that which was on fire. 
ALMEIDA he had till now never ſeen, nor 
did he fo much as know that Abdallah had a 
daughter : but though her perſon was un- 
known, he was ſtrongly intereſted in her dan- 
ger, and called out to her to throw herſelf” 
into his arms. At the ſound of his voice ſhe 
ran back into the room, ſuch is the force of 
inviolate modeſty, though the ſmoke was 
then riſing in curling ſpires from the win- - 
dos: ſhe was, however, ſoon driven back; 
and part of the floor at the ſame inſtant giv- - 
ing way, ſhe wrapt her veil round her, and 
leaped into the garden. Hur caught 
her in his arms; but though he broke her 
fall, he ſunk down with her weight: he did 
not, however, quit his charge; but perceiv- 

ing ſhe had fainted, he made haſte with her 
into his apartment, to afford her ſuch aſſiſ- 
tance as he could procure. | 


She was covered only with the light and 
n which ſhe ſlept, and her veil had 
5 drop- 
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dropped off by the way. The moment he 


entered his cloſet, the light diſcovered to him 


ſuch beauty as before he had never ſeen: 


| | ſhe now began to revive ; and before her 


ſenſes returned, ſhe preſſed the prince with 
an involuntary embrace, which he returned 
by ſtraining her cloſer to his breaſt, in a tu- 


mult of delight, confuſion, and anxiety, 


which he could ſcarce ſuſtain. As he ſtill held 


her in. his arms, and gazed Glently upon her, 


ſhe opened her eyes, and inſtantly relinquiſh- 


ing her hold, ſhrieked out, and threw herſelf 


from him. As there were no women nearer 
than that wing of the palace in which his bro- 
ther reſided, and as he had many reaſons not 


to leave her in their charge ; hewas in the 
utmoſt perplexity what to do. He aſſured 
her, in ſome haſty and incoherent words, of 
her ſecurity ; he told her, that ſhe was in 
the royal palace, and that he who had con- 
veyed her thither was Hamer. The habi- 
tual reverence of ſovereign power, now ſur- 


mounted. ay other paſſions in the boſom of 


Ar- 
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ALMEIDA : : ſhe was inſtantly covered with 
new confuſion : and hiding her face with her 
hands, threw herſelfat his feet : he raiſed her 
with a trepidation almoſt equal to her own; 
and endeavoured to ſooth her into confidence 


and tranquillity. 


Hitherto her memory had been wholly 
ſuſpended by violent paſſions, which had 
crowded her in a rapid and uninterrupted 
fucceſſion, and the. firſt gleam of recolleQi- 
an threw her into a new agony ; and having 
been ſilent a few moments, ſhe ſuddenly 
ſmote her hands together, and burſting i into 
tears, cried out, c Abdallah my father my 
” father HAT not only knew but 
felt all the meaning of the exclamation, and 
immediately ran again into the garden: he 
had advanced but a few. Paces, before he dif- 
cerned an old man. ſitting upon the ground, 


and looking upward in ſilent anguiſh, as if he 


had exhauſted the power of complaint. Ha- 
MET, upon a nearer approach, perceived 


8 ee 


58 ALMORAN AD HAMET: 
by the light of the flame that it was Abdal- 
lah; and inſtantly calling him by his name, 
told him, that his daughter was ſafe. At the 


name of his daughter, Abdallah ſuddenly 
ſtarted up, as if he had been rouſed by the 
voice of an angel from the ſleep of death: 
HAMET again repeated, that his daughter 


was in ſafety; and Abdallah lboking wiſtful- 
ly at him, knew. him ta be the king. He 


was then ſtruck. with an-awe that reſtrained - 
him from. enquiry: but. Hamer directing 
bim where he might find her, went forward! 


that be might not leſſen the pleafure of their 


interview, nor reſtrain the firſt tranſports of 
duty and affeQion by his preſence. He ſoon: 
met with other fugitives from the fire, which, 
had opened a: communication between the 
gardens. and the ſtreet; and among them 
ſome women belonging to ALMEID A, whom 
he conducted himſelf to their miſtreſs. He 
| immediately allotted to her and to her father, 
an apartment in his diviſion of the palace; 
- and the fire being now nearly extinguiſhed, 


he retired to reſt 35 CHAN. 
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r HOUGH the night was far advanced, 
1 yet the eyes of Haner were ſtran- 
gers to ſleep : his fancy inceſſantly repeated 
the events that had juſt happened ; the image 
of ALMEIDA was ever before him ; and his 
breaſt throbbed with a diſquietude, which, 
though it prevented reſt, he did not wiſh to- 


ALMoRAN, in the mean time, was ſſum- 


bering away the effects of his intemperance; 


and in the morning, when he was told what 
had happened, he expreſſed no paſſion but 
curioſity ; he went haſtily into the garden; 
but when he had gazed upon the ruins, and 
enquired how the fire began, and what it had 
| conſumed; he thought of it no more. 


But HAM r ſuffered nothing that regard- 
ed himſelf: to exclude-others from his atten- 
| RES tion: 
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tion : he went again to the ruins, not to gra- 


tify his curioſity, but to ſee what might yet 


be done to alleviate the miſery of the ſuffe- 


rers, and ſecure for their uſe what had been 


| preſerved from the flames. He found that 
no life had been loſt, but that many perſons 
Had been hurt ; to theſe he ſent the phyſici- 
+ ans of his own houſhold: and having re- 


warded thoſe who had aſſiſted them in their 
diſtreſs, not forgetting even the ſoldiers who 


had only fulfilled his own orders, he returned, 
and applied himſelf to diſpatch the public 
buſineſs in the chamber of council, with 
the ſame patient and diligent attention as if 
nothing had happened. He had, indeed, or- 
dered enquiry to be made after ALMEIDA ; 
and when he returned to his apartment, he 
found Abdallah waiting to expreſs his grati- 
tude for the obligations he had received. 


Hamer accepted his acknowledgments 
with a peculiar pleaſure, for they had ſome 
connexion with ALMEIDA ; after whom he 


again 
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again enquired, with an ardour uncommon 
even to the benevolence of Hamzr. When 
all his queſtions had been aſked and an- 
ſwered, he appeared ſtill unwilling to diſmiſs 
Abdallah, though he ſeemed at a loſs how 
to detain him; he wanted to know, whe- 
ther his daughter had yet received an. offer of 
marriage, though he was unwilling to diſco- 
ver his deſire by a direct enquiry : but he 
ſoon found, that nothing could be known, 
which was not directly aſked, from a man 
vhom reverence and humility kept ſilent be- 
fore him, except when ſomething was ſaid 
which amounted to a command to ſpeak. At 
length, however, he ſaid, not without ſome 
heſitation, * Is there no one, Abdallah, who 
* will thank me for the preſervation of thy 
daughter, with a zeal equal to thy own?“ 
© Yes, replied Abdallah, that daughter 
< whom thou haſt preſerved. This reply, 
though i it was unexpected, was pleaſing : for 
' HAMET was not only gratified to hear, that 
ALMEIDA had expreſſed herſelf warily i in- 
his 
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his behalf, at leaſt as a benefactor; but he 
judged, that if any man had been intereſted 
in her life as a lover, the anſwer which Ab- 
dallah had given him would not ſo readily 

have occurred to his mind, ? 


As this reflection kept HameT a few mo- 
ments ſilent, Abdallah withdrew ; and Ha- 
MET, as he obſerved ſome marks of haſte 

and confuſion in his countenance, was un- 
willing longer to continue him in a ſituation, 
which he had now reaſon to think gave him 
pain. But Abdallah, who had conceived a 
ſudden thought that Hamer's queſtion was 
an indirect reproach of ALMEIDA, for not 

having herſelf ſolicited admiſhon to his pre- 
' ſence ;. went in haſte to her apartment, and 
ordered her immediately to make ready to at- 
tend him to the king. - 


ALMEIDA, from whoſe mind the image of 
-HamET had. not been abſent a moment 


ſince ſhe firſt ſaws him, received this order 
L» 
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with a mixture of pain. and pleaſure; of 
wiſhes, hopes, and apprehenſions, that filled 
her boſom with emotion, and covered her 
face with bluſhes. She had not courage to 


tenderneſs: of Abdallah, who perceived and: 


pitied her diſtreſs, anticipated her wiſh. In 


a ſhort time;. therefore,. he returned to the 
chamber of preſence, and having received 
permiſſion, he entered with ALMEiDaA in 
Bis hand. Hamer roſe in haſte to receive 
her, with a glow. of pleaſure and impati- 
ence in his countenance ; and having rai- 
fed her from the ground, ſupported her in 
his arms, waiting to hear her voice; but 


though: ſhe made many attempts, ſhe could 
not ſpeak. HamgT,.who knew not to what 


he owed. this ſugden and unexpected inter- 
view, which, though he wiſhed, he could 


contrive no means to obtain; imagined 


that ALME IDA had ſome requeſt, and that 
therefore urged her tenderly. to make it: 


| aſk the reaſon of the command, which 
ſhe inſtantly prepared to obey ; but the 
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but as the ſtill remained filent, he looked at 


Abdallah, as expecting to hear it from him. 


We have no wiſh,” ſaid Abdallah, but 


© to atone for our offence; nor any requeſt, 
but that my lord would now accept the 
© thanks of ALMEIDA for the life which he 
© has preſerved, and impute the delay, not 
© to ingratitude, but inadvertence : let me 
© now take her back, as thy gift; and let 
© the light of thy favour be upon us.” 


Take her then, ſaid Hamtr ; for I would 


give her only to thee.” 


Theſe words of Hamer did not eſcape 


the notice either of Abdallah or ALmziDa; 


but neither of them mentioned their conjec- 
tures to the other. AIMEIDA, who was 
inclined to judge of HamerT's ſituation by 
her own, and who recollected many little 
incidents, known only to herſelf, which fa- 
voured her wiſhes ; indulged the hope, that 


ſhe ſhould again hear of Hamer, with 


more confidence than her father ; nor were 


her 
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her expectations diſappointed. Hamer re- 
flected with pleaſure, that he had prepared 

the way for a more explicit declaration; and 

as his impatience encreaſed with his paſſion 
every hour, he ſent for Abdallah the next 
morning, and told him, that he wiſhed to 
be more acquainted with his daughter, with 
| a view to make her his wife : . As neither 
vou nor your daughter are my ſubjeQs,? 
ſays HameT, I cannot command you; 
and if you were, upon this occaſion I 
« would not. I do not want a ſlave, but a 
friend; not merely a woman but a wife, 
If I find AL u EIn A ſuch as my fancy has 
« feigned her; if her mind correſponds with 
c her form; and if I have reaſon to think, 
© that ſhe can give her heart to Hamer, 

© and not merely her hand to the king, I 
© ſhall be happy. To this declaration, Ab- 
dallah replied with expreſſions of the pro- 
foundeſt ſubmiſſion and gratitude ; and Ha- 
MET diſmiſſed him, to prepare ALMEIDA 
to receive-him in the afternoon of the ſame 
day. CHAP. 
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CHAP. BY 


8 eight moons ly had paſſed. ſince the 
death of Solyman, and as the reve- 


A 


rence of HAM r for the memory of his fa- 


ther would not ſuffer him to marry till the 
year ſhould be completed; he determined 
not to mention ALM EI DA to his brother, 
till the time when he could marry her was 


near. The fierce and haughty deportment 


of ALMORAN had now left HameT no 
room to doubt of his character: and though 


he had no apprehenſion that he would make 


any attempts upon ALMEIDA, after ſhe 
ſhould be his wife; yet he did not know 


how. much might juſtly be feared from his 


paſſion, if he ſhould ſee her and become en- 
amoured of her, while ſne was yet a virgin 
in the houſe of her father. 


ALMEIDA had n not only unſullied purity of 


| . but principles of refined and exalted 


virtue; 
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virtue; and as the life of HAMET was an 
example of all that was either great or good, 
Abdallah felt no anxiety upon leaving them 
together, except what aroſe from his fears, 
that his daughter would not be able to ſecure 
the conqueſt ſhe had made. 


As it was impoſſible for HameT to have 
ſuch an acquaintance with ALMEIDA as be 
deſired, till he could enter into converſation 
with her upon terms of equality; it was his 
firſt care to ſooth her into confidence and fa- 
miliarity, and by degrees he ſucceeded : he 
ſoon found, in the free intercourſe of mind 
with mind, which he eftabliſhed inſtead of 
the implicit ſubmiſſion which only ecchoed 
his own voice, how little of the pleaſure 
that women were formed to give can be en- 
joyed, when they are conſidered merely as 
ſlaves to a tyrant's will, the paſſive ſubjects 
of tranſient dalliance and caſual enjoyment. | 
The pleaſure which he took in the youthful - 
| beauty of ALMzIDa, was now endeared, 
exalted, 
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exalted, and refined, by the tender ſenſibility 


of her heart, and by the reflexion of his own 
felicity from her eyes : when he admired the 
gracefuneſs of her motion, the elegance oß 
her figure, the ſymmetry of her features, 


and the bloom of her complexion, he con- 
ſidered them as the decorations only of a 


mind capable of mixing with his own in the 
moſt exquiſite ' delight, of reciprocating all 
his ideas, and catching new pleaſure from 
his pleaſure. Deſire was no longer appe- 


tite z it was imagination, it was reaſon ;. it 


included remembrance of the paſt, and an- 


ticipation of the future; and its objeQ was 
not the ſex, but AlMEIDA. 


As Hau x never with-heldany pleaſure that 


it was in his power to impart, he ſoon aquain- 


ted Abdallah, that he waited only for a proper 

time to place ALMEIDA upon the throne; 
| but that he had ſome reaſons for keeping a 
reſolution, which he thought himſelf obliged 


to 


to 


I 
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to communicate to him, concealed from o- 
thers. 


It happened, however, that ſcbue of the 
women who attended upon ALME1Da, met 
with ſome female ſlaves belonging to the ſe- 
raglio of ALMORAN, at the publick baths, 
and related to them all the particulars of AI- 

MEIDA's preſervation by HaMET ; that he 
| had firſt conveyed her to his own apart- 
ments, and had ſince been frequently with 
her in that which he had aſſigned her in his 
palace: they were alſo laviſh in the praiſe of 
her beauty, and free in their conjeQures 
what might be the ** 

with HAM ET. 


—— 


Thus the Sinken of Hamer and Ar- 
MRI DA. became the ſubject of converſation 


in the ſeraglio of Alu oRAN, who learnt it 
himſelf in a ſhort time from one of his wo- 


_— — — — — — 
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He had hitherto profeſſed great affection for 


Hur, and HAMET was deceived by his 
profeſſions: for notwithſtanding the irregula- | 


rities of his life, he did not think him capa- 
ble of concealed malice; or of offering inju- 


ry to another, except when he was urged by 
impetuous paſſions to immediate pleaſure. 
As there was, therefore, an appearance of 


mutual affection between them, Al Mo- 
RAN, though the report of ALMEIDA's 


beauty had fired his imagination and fixed | 


him in a reſolution to ſee her, did not think 


proper to attempt it without aſking HA- 


MeT's conſent, and being introduced by his 


order ; as he made no doubt of their-being 


4 connection between them, which would 


make him reſent a contrary conduct. 


He took an opportunity, therefore, when' 
they were alone in a ſummer pavilion that 
was built on a lake behind the palace, to re- 
proach him, with an air of mirth, for hav- 
ing concealed a beauty near his apartments, 
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though he pretended to have no ſeraglio. 
HaMET inſtantly diſcovered his ſurprize and 
emotion by a bluſn, which the next moment 
left his countenance paler than the light 
clouds that paſs by night over the moon. 
ALMORAN took no notice of his confuſion ; 
but that he might more effeQually conceal 
his ſentiments and prevent ſuſpicion, he ſud- 
denly adverted to another ſubje&, while 
Hau was beſitating what to reply. By 
this artifice HAMET was deceived; and con- 
cluded, that whatever AL» oRAN had heard 
of Alu ID, had paſſed flightly over his 
mind, and was remembered but by chance; 
he, therefore, quickly recovered that eaſe 
and chearfulneſs, which Cy — 
his converſation. 


1 obſerving the ſucceſs of his 
artifice, ſoon after, as if by a ſudden and 
caſual recolleQion, again mentioned the la- 
dy ; and told him, he would congratulate 


* * having. * N 
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bed. As HAMET could not bear to think 
of ALMORAN's mentioning ALMEIDA to 
her father as his miſtreſs, he replied, that 
he had no ſuch intimacy with ALMEiD a as 
he ſuppoſed ; and that he had fo high an 
opinion of her virtue, as to believe, that if 


he ſhould propoſe it ſhe would not conſent. 


The imagination of ALMORAN caught new 

fire from beauties which he found were yet 
unenjoyed, and virtue which ſtamped them 
with. ſuperior value by rendering them more 
difficult of acceſs ; and as HAMET had re- 


nounced a connection with her as a#miſtreſs, 


he wanted only to know whether he intended 
her for a wife. 


This ſecret he was contriving to diſcover, 
when HamET, having reflected, that if he 
concealed this particular, ALMoRAN might 


think himſelf at liberty to make what at- 


tempts he ſhould: think fit upon Ar MID, 
without being accountable to him, or giving 
him juſt cauſe of offence, put an end to his 
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doubts, by telling him, he had ſach a de- 
ſign; but that it would be ſome time before 
he ſhould carry it into execution. This de- 
claration increaſed ALMORAN's impatience: . 
ſtill, however, he .concealed his intereſt in 
the converſation, which he now ſuffered to 
drop. os | | : | 


Ws 


He parted . his Tn ids any ? 


farther mention of ALMEIDA; ; but while 
he was yet near him, turned haſtily back, 
and, as if merely to gratify his curioſity, told 
him with a {mile; that he muſt indulge him 
with a ſight of his Circaſſian ; and deſired 
he might accompany him, in his next viſit, 
or at ſome more convenient time : with this 
requeſt, Hau Er, as he knew not how to 
refuſe it, complied ; but it filled his mind 
with * and trouble. 


He went immediately 1 DA, and. 
told her all that had happened; and as ſhe 
ſaw that he was not without apprehenſions 
of miſchief from his brother's viſit, ſhe gent-⸗ 
ly reproached him for doubting the fidelity of 


Vo . I. = D her 
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her affection, as ſhe ſuppoſed no power 
could be exerted by AlMonAN to injure 
bim, who in power was his equal. HamEzrT, 
in a tranſport of tenderneſs, aſſured her that 


he doubted neither her conſtancy nor her | 


love; but as to interrupt the comfort of her 

mind, would only double his own diſtreſs, 
1 did not tell her whence his apprehenſions 
proceeded; nor indeed had they any deter- 
minate object, but aroſe in general from the 


character of his brother, and the probability 


of his becoming a competitor, for what was, 
eſſential to the eres of his life. . 


But if the happines of Haug r was | 


leſſened, the infelicity of 'AtrmorRan was 
increaſed. All the enjoyments that were in 


his power he neglected, his attention being 


wholly fixed upon that which was beyond 
his reach; he was impatient to ſee the beauty, 


| who had taken intire poſſeſſion of his mind; 
| and the probability that he would be obliged 
to reſign her to Hamer, tormented him 


with jealouſy, _ and indignation. As? 
Haur, 17 


4 


„% „ a. 1} „„ a wp nw wa Nw e uw rmyy 


 ALMORAN and HAMET. 9; 
HAameT, however, did not long delay to 
fulfil his promiſe to his brother; but having 
prepared ALMEIDA to receive him, he con- 
ducted him to her apartment. The idea 
which ALMORAN had formed in his imagi- 
nation, was exceeded by the reality, and his 
paſhon was proportionably increaſed ; yet 
he found means not only to conceal it 
from HamEeT, but from AlME IDA, by 
affecting an air of levity and merriment, 
which is not leſs incompatible with the 
- pleaſures than the pains of love. After 
they had been regaled with coffee and ſher- 
bet, they parted; and HaMET congratu- 
lated himſelf that his apprehenſions of find- 
ing in ALMORAN a rival for ALMEIDA's [ 
love, were now at an end. . 


But ALMoRAN, whoſe paſſions were be- 
come more violent by reſtraint, was in a 
ſtate of mind little better than diſtraction: 

one moment he determined to ſeize upon the 
* of ALMEIDA in the night, and ſe- 
„ crete 
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crete her in ſome place acceſſible only to 
himſelf ; and the next to aſſaſſinate his bro- 
ther, that he might at once deſtroy a rival 
both in empire and in love. But theſe de- 
ſigns were no ſooner formed by his wiſhes, 


than they were rejected by his fears: he was 
not ignorant, that in any conteſt between 

him and Hau r, the voice of the public 
| would be againſt him; eſpecially in a con- 
teſt, in which it would appears that HAMET 
had ſuffered wy | 


Many other been, equally raſh, violent, 
and injurious, were by turns conceived and 
rejeed:.and he came at · laſt to no other 
determination, than ſtill carefully to conceal 
his paſſion, till he ſhould think of ſome ex- 
pedient to gratify it; leſt HA ME ſhould 


| have a juſt reaſon for refuſing to let him ſee 


the lady again, and remove her to ſome 
place which he might never be able to diſ- 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


N the mean time Omar, to whom 

| Hamer had from time to time diſcloſed 
the minuteſt particulars of his ſituation and 
deſign, kept his eye almoſt continually upon 
ALMORAN; and obſerved him with an at- 


tention and ſagacity, which it was difficult 


either to elude or deceive. He perceived, 


that he was more than uſual reſtleſs and tur- - 


bulent ; that in the preſence of Hamer he 
frequently changed countenance ; that his 


behaviour was artificial and inconſiſtent, 
frequently ſhifting from gloomy diſcontent 


and furious agitation, to forced laughter and 


noiſy merriment. He had alſo remarked, 
that he ſeemed moſt diſcompoſed after he 


had been with Hawzr to Azzpra, which 
happened generally once in a week; that he 
was become fond of ſolitude, and was abſent 


| ſeveral days together from the AUO of 


his women. 


* 
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Ouar, who from this conduct of Al- 
MORAN had begun to ſuſpect his principles, 


ſtate of his mind; and enable him to en- 


force and confirm the principles he had 


taught him, by new proofs and illuſtrati- 


| ALMORAN, who, ſince the death of his 
father, had nothing to apprehend from the 
diſcovery of ſentiments which before he had 
been careful to conceal; now urged his ob- 
jections againſt religion, when Ox Ax gave 
him opportunity, without reſerve. © You 
tell me, ſays he, of beings that are im- 
6 mortal, becauſe they are immaterial ; 
© beings which do not conſiſt of parts, and 

© which, therefore, can admit no folution, 


© the only natural cauſe of corruption and 


« decay : but that which is not material, can 


© have no extenſion ; and what has no ex- 


- © tenſion, 


determined to introduce ſuch topics of diſ- 
courſe, as might lead him to diſcover the 
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| * tenſion, poſſeſſes no ſpace; and of ſuch 
© beings, the mind itſelf, which you pre- 
tend to be ſuch a. being, has no concep- 


If the mind, ſays Oman, can perceive 
that there is in itſelf any ſingle property of 
© ſuch a being, it has irrefragable. evidence: 
* that it is ſuch a being; though its mode of 
© exiſtence, as diſtin from matter, cannot 
* now be comprehended.” © And what pro- 
« perty of. ſuch a being, ſaid ALMORAN, 
© does the mind of man perceive in itſelf 7?* 
© That of afing, ſaid Ou Ax, without mo- 
© tion. You have no idea, that a material 
© ſubſtance can act, but in proportion as it 
© moves: yet to think, is to ac; and with 
the idea of thinking, the idea of motion is 
never connected: on the contrary, we al- 
© ways conceive the mind to be fixed, in pro- 
« portion to the degree of ardour and intenſe- 
© neſs with which the power of thinking is 


0 . Now, if that which is material 
e * cannot. 
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cannot act without motion; and if man is 
© conſcious, that to think, is to act and not 
* to move; it follows, that there is; in man, 
* ſomewhat that is not matter; ſomewhat 
that has no extenſion, and that poſſeſſes no 
© ſpace; ſomewhat which, having no con- 
texture or parts that can be diſſolved or ſe- 


< parated, is exempted from all the n 
© cauſes of decay.“ | 


Ou AR ab; and ALMORAN having 
ſtood ſome moments without reply, he ſeized 
this opportunity to impreſs him with an aw- 
ful ſenſe of the power and preſence of the 
Supreme and eternal Being, from whom his 
own exiſtence was derived: Let us re- 
© member, ſaid he, that to every act of this 


* immaterial and immortal part, the Father 
© of ſpirits, from whom it proceeds, is pre- 
« ſent : when 1 behold the buſy multitudes: 


© that crowd the metropolis of Perſia, in 
the purſuit of buſineſs and projects infinite- 


« ly complicated and various; and conſider 


© that 
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— © that every idea which paſles over their 
minds, every concluſion and every purpoſe, 
© with all that they remember of the paſt, 
© and all that they imagine of the future, is 
' © at once known to the Almighty, who 
without labour or confuſion weighs every 
thought of every mind in His ballance, and 
_ © reſerves it to the day of retribution; my 
* follies cover me witk confuſion, and my 

* ſoul is humbled in the duſt.” 


ALMORAN, though he appeared to liſten 
with attention, and offered nothing againſt 
the reaſoning of OMar, yet ſecretly deſpi- 
ſed it as ſophiſtry, which cunning only had 
rendered ſpecious; and which he was unable 
to confute, merely becauſe it was ſubtil, and 
not becauſe it was true: he had been led by 
his_paſſions, firſt to love, and then to adopt 
different opinions; and as every man is incli- 
ned to judge of others by himſelf, he doubt- 
ed, whether the principles which Ox AR 1 
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had thus laboured to eſtabliſh, were believed 
even * Om himſelf. 


Thus was the mind of ALMORAN to the 
inſtruQtions of Omar, as a rock ſlightly 
covered with earth, is to the waters of hea- 
ven: the craggs are left bare by the rain 
that waſhes them; and the ſame ſhowers 
that fertilize the field, can only diſcover the: 
ſterility of the rock. | 


Ona, however, did not yet diſcloſe his 
| fuſpicions to Hamer, becauſe he did not yet 
ſee that it could anſwer any purpoſe. To 


remove ALMEIDA from her apartment, 


would be to ſhew a diſtruſt, for which there 
would not appear to be any cauſe; and to 
refuſe Al Mo An acceſs to her when he de- 
| fired it, might precipitate ſuch meaſures as 
he might meditate, and engage him in ſome 
deſperate attempt : he, therefore, contented 
himſelf with adviſing HAMET, to conceal 
the time of his marriage till the evening be- 
| fore 
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fore he intended it ſhould take place, with- 
out aſſigning the reaſon om which his advice 
was founded. De WT 


To the council of Omar, HAM T was 
implicitly obedient, as to the revelations of 
the Prophet; but, like his inſtructions, it 

was neglected by ALMORAN, who became 
every moment more wretched. He had a 
graceful perſon, and a vigorous mind; he 
was in the bloom of youth, and had a conſti- 
tution that promiſed him length of days; he 
had power which princes were emulous to 
obey, and wealth by which whatever could 
adminiſter to luxury might be bought; for 
every paſſion, and every appetite, it was 
eaſy for him to procure a perpetual ſucceſſion 
of new objects: yet was ALMORAN, not 
only without enjoyment, but without peace; 
be was by turns pining with diſcontent, and 
raving with indignation; his vices had ex- 
tracted bitter from every ſweet; and having 
exhauſted nature for delight in vain, he was 
| 5 repining 
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repining at the bounds in which he was con- 
fined, and regretting the want of other 
powers as the cauſe of his miſery. 


Thus the year of mourning for Solyman 


was compleated, without any act of vio- 


lence on the part of ALMoRAN,. or of cau- 


tion on the part of Hamer : but on the 
evening of the laſt day, Hamer, having 


ſecretly prepared every thing for performing 
the ſolemnity in a private manner, acquaint- 
ed ALMORAN. by a letter, which OMar 


undertook to deliver; that he ſhould celebrate- 


his marriage on the morrow. ALMORAN, 
who never doubted but he ſhould have no- 
tice of this event much longer before it was 
to happen, read the letter with a perturbati- 
on that it was impoſſible to conceal: he was 
alone in his private apartment, and taking 
his eye haſtily from the paper, he cruſhed it 
together in his hand, and thruſting it into 
his boſom, turned from Ou AR without: 


1 
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ſpeaking; and Ou, thinking himſelf 
diſmiſſed, withdrew. 


The paſſions which ALMORAN could no 
longer ſuppreſs, now burſt out in a torrent 
of exclamation: * Am I then; ſaid he, 
© blaſted for ever with a double curſe, divi- 
© ded empire and diſappointed love! What 
© is dominion, if it is not poſſeſſed alone? 
and what is power, which the dread of ri- 
val power perpetually controuls? Is it for 
© me to liſten in ſilence to the wrangling of 
« ſlaves, that I may at laſt apportion to 
them what, with a clamorous inſolence, 
© they demand as their due l as well may the 
* ſun linger in his courſe, and the world 
* mourn in darkneſs for the day, that the 
« glow-worm may {till be ſeen to glimmer 
« upon the earth, and the owls and bats that 
5 haunt the ſepulchres of the dead enjoy a lon- 

ger night. Yet this have I done, becauſe 
« this has- been done b Hamer : and my 
« heart ſickens in vain with the defire of 


_ © beauty, 
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© beauty, becauſe my power extends not to g 
*ArMEIDA. With dominion undivided. 
© and ALMEIDA, I ſhould be ArmoRan; 


but without them, I am leſs than nothing,” 


Omar, who, before he had paſſed the 


pavilion, heard a ſound which he knew to be 
the voice of ALMORAN, returned haſtily to 
the chamber in which he left him, believing 
he had withdrawn too ſoon, and that the king, 
as he knew no other was preſent, was ſpeak- 
ing to him: he ſoon drew near enough to 


bear what was ſaid; and while he was 


ſtanding torpid in ſuſpenſe, dreading to be 


. diſcovered, and not knowing how to retire, | 


_ ALMORAN turned about. 


At firſt, both ſtood motionleſs with con- 

fufion and amazement; but ALNORAN's 

pride ſeon ſurmounted his other paſſions, and 

his diſdain of OMAR gave his the 

| firmneſs of virtue. a 
«Tt 
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It is true, ſaid he, that thou haſt 
* ſtolen the ſecret of my heart; but do not 
think, that I fear it ſhould be known: 
© though my poignard could take it back 
« with thy life, I leave it with thee. To 
_ © reproach, or curſe! thee, would do thee 
* honour, and lift thee into an importance 
* which otherwiſe thou canſt never reach.” 
 ALMORAN then turned from him with a 
eontemptuous frown: but Omar caught 
him by the robe; and proſtrating himſelf 
upon the ground, intreated to be heard. His 
importunity at length prevailed ; and he at- 
tempted to exculpate himſelf, from the 

charge of having inſidiouſiy intruded upon 
the privacy of his prince; but ALMorRan 
ſternly interrupted him: And what art 

* thou, ſaid he, that I ſhould care, whether 
i thou art innocent or guilty ꝰ If not for my 

L ſake, ſaid Ox Ax, liften for thy own; 
«and though my duty is deſpiſed, let my 
* affection be heard. That thou art not 
happy, 
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« happy, I know; and I now know the 
© cauſe, Let my lord pardon the preſump- 
tion of his ſlave ; he that ſeeks to ſatisfy all 


his wiſhes, muſt be wretched ; he only can 
© be happy, by whom. ſome are ſuppreſſed.” 


At theſe words Al MxORAN ſnatched his robe 


from the hand of Ou AR, and ſpurned him 


in a tranſport of rage and indignation: © The 
© ſuppreſſion of deſire, ſaid he, is ſuch hap- 
© pineſs, as that of the deaf who do not re- 
member to have heard. If it is virtue, 
© know, that, as virtue, I deſpiſe it ; for 
though it may ſecure the obedience of the 
< ſlave, it can only degrade the prerogative 
| © of a prince. I caſt off all reſtraint, as I 
do thee: begone, therefore, to Hamer, 
and ſee me no more.. 


Omar obeyed without reply; and Al- 
MORAN being again alone, the conflict in his 
mind was renewed with greater violence tan 
before. He felt all that he had diſguiſed to 
Ou, with the keeneſt ſenſibility ; and an- 

_ ticipa- 


Le. 


een power 
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ticipated the effects of his detection, with 
unutterable anguiſh and regret. He walked 
backward and forward with a haſty but in- 
terrupted pace; ſometimes ſtopping ſhort, 
and preſſing his hand hard upon his brow ; 
and ſometimes by violent geſtures ſhowing 
the agitation of his mind: he ſometimes 
ſtood filent with his eyes fixed upon the 
ground, and his arms folded together : and 
ſometimes a ſudden agony of thought forced 
him into.loud and tumultuous exclamations : 
he curſed the impotence of mind that had 
ſuffered his thoughts to eſcape from him una- 
wares, without reflecting that he was even 
then repeating - the folly ; and while he felt 
himſelf the victim of vice, he could not 
ſuppreſs his contempt of virtue: If I muſt 

© periſh, ſaid he, I will at leaſt periſh. un- 
« ſubdued: I will quench no wiſh. that na- 
« ture kindles in my boſom ; nor ſhall my 
lips utter any prayer, but for new powers. 
to feed the flame. "0 5 


1 
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As he uttered this expreſſion, he felt the 
palace ſhake; he heard a ruſhing, like a 
blaſt in the deſart; and. a being of more 
than human appearance ſtood before him. 
ALMORAN, though he was terrified, was not 
humbled ; and he ſtood expecting the event, 
whether evil or good, rather with W 
than courage. | 


© Thou ſeeſt, ſays the Appearance, a 
Genius, whom the daring purpoſe of thy 
© mind has convoked from the middle region, 
© where he was appointed to wait the ſignal; 


© and who is now permitted to act in concert 


with thy will. Is not this the-linguage of 


£c thy heart —“ Whatever pleaſure I'can 7 


& ſnatch from the hand of time, as he paſſes 
ae by me, I will ſecure for myſelf: my paſ- 
« fjons ſhall be ſtrong, that my enjoyments 


« may be great; for what is the portion 


« allotted to man, but the joyful madnefs 
« that — the hours of feſtivity, the 
— fierce 
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| AUMORAN any HAMET. gr 
« fierce delight that is extorted from injury 
« by revenge, and the ſweet ſucceſſion of 
« varied pleaſures which the wiſh that is 
ever changing prepares for love? ? 


© Whatever thou art,” ſaid AL Mok Ax, 
© whoſe voice has thus diſcloſed the ſecret of 
* my ſoul, accept my homage ; for I will 
* worſhip thee : and be thou henceforth my 
* wiſdom and my ſtrength.” 


© Ariſe, ſaid the Genius, for therefore 

* am I ſent. To thy own powers, mine 

| © ſhall be ſuperadded: and if, as weak only, 

thou haſt been wretched ; henceforth thou 

5 ſhalt be happy. Take no thought for to- 
' © morrow; to-morrow, my power ſhall be 
employed in thy behalf. Be not affrighted 

at any prodigy ; but put thy.confidence in 

me.” While he was yet ſpeaking, and the 

eyes of ALMORAN were fixed upon him; 

2 cloud gathered round him; and the next 


Mi. ain again into air, he diſap- 
peared. CHAP. 


«a «a ax 
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CHAP. IX. 


A LMORAN, when he recovered 
from his aſtoniſhment, and had re- 


fleQted upon the prodigy, determined to 
wait the iſſue, and refer all his hopes to the 


interp ſition of the Genius, without at- 
tempting any thing to retard the marriage; 


at which he reſolved to be preſent, that he 


might improve any ſupernatural event which 
might be produced in his favour. 


Hamer, in the mean time, was anticipa- 
ting the morrow with a mixture of anxiety 
and pleaſure ; and though he had no reaſon 
to think any thing could prevent his marri- 
age, yet he wiſhed it was over, with an 
impatience that was conſiderably increafed 
by bear.” 


Though the anticipation of the great 


event that was now fo near, kept him wa- 
. king 
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king the greateſt part of the night, yet he 
roſe early in the morning; and while he 
waited till ALM EIDA ſhould be ready to ſee 
him, he was told that Ou A was without, 
and deſired admittance. When he came in, 
HaMmeT, who, always watched his counte- 
nance as à mariner the; ſtars of heaven, 
perceived that it was obſcured with perplexi- 
ty and grief. Tell me, ſaid Hamer, 
* whence 1s the ſorrow that I diſcover in 
* thy face?” © I. am ſorrowful, ſaid O- 
MAR, not for myſelf, but for thee,” At 
theſe words Hamer, ſtept b:ckward, and 
fixed his eyes upon OMAR, without power 
to ſpeak. | © Conſider, faid OMAR, that 
* thou art not a man only, but a prince: 
« conſider allo, that unmortality..- is; before | 
* thee z and that thy felicity is before thee ; 
* and; that thy felicity, during the endleſs 
« ages of immortality, depends upon thy- 
« ſelf: fear not, therefore, what thou 
« canſt_ ſuffer. from others; the evil and 
W of life are tranſient. as the 


morning 
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morning dew, and over theſe only the 
+ hand of oben en prevail 1 


F TER ach a to life was 


the force of what OMar had faid, though 
he aſſented to its truth. Tell me, ſaid he, 


at once, what thou feareſt for me; deli - 


ver me from the torments of ſuſpenſe, and 


« truſt my own fortitude to ſave me from 
© Know then, ſaid Oman, 


< deſpair. 
that thou art hated by ALMORAN, 
© and that he loves ALMEIDA.” At this de- 
claration, the aſtoniſhment of HamtT was 
equal to his concern; and he was in doubt 
whether to believe or diſbelieve what he 
heard: but the moment he recollected the 
wiſdom and integrity of On Ar, his doubts 
were at an end; and having recovered from 


his ſurprize, he was about to make ſuch en- 


quiries as might gratify the anxious and 
tumultuous curioſity which was excited in 


Pd 


ſtrong, and whoſe expectations of imme- 
diate enjoyment were high, did not feel 
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his breaſt, *when Om as, lifting | up his 
hand, and beginning again to ſpeak, Ha- 
MET remained filent. 


Thon 3 ſaid Oman, that 
© when my cheeks were yet ruddy with 
youth, and my limbs were braced by 
© vigour; that mine eye was guided to 
© knowledge by the lamp that is kindled 


dat midnight; and much of what is hid- 


© den in the innermoſt receſſes of nature, 
© was diſcovered to me: my prayer aſcended 
in ſecret to Him, with whom there is wiſ- 
dom from everlaſting to everlaſting, and 
He illuminated my darkneſs with His 
light. I know, by ſuch ſenſations as the 
Ne apron not at * an 
« when the prog -chak, con inviſible are 
permitted to mingle in the walks of men; 

— OE GEE TG THe N 
more 


o 
( 
6 


96 ALMORAN, any HAMET. ' 
„more than, mortal. has; joined with 
by * ALMORAN. ans thee, ſince the veil 


© of night was laſt * upon the 


C earth.“ 


Hur, hot blood was chilled. with 


horror, and whoſe nerves were no longer 
obedient to his will, after ſeveral; :ineffeQual 
attempts to ſpeak, looked up at OMAR and 
ſtriking his hand upon his breaſt, cried out, 


in an earneſt, but faultering voice, What 


ſhall I do?“ 4. Thou muſt do, ſaid OM Ax, 
© that which is Ri6ur., Let not thy foot 
be drawn by any allurement, or driven by 
any terror, from the path of virtue. 
While thou art there, thou art in ſafety: 
© and though the workd ſhould vie” galt 
© thee, by the united e 
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© But what friendly power,” ſaid HA- 
MET, © ſhall guard even the path of vir- 
© tue from grief and pain; from the ſi- 
© Jent ſhaft of diſappointed love, or the 
* founding ſcourge of outrageous jealouſy? | 
© Theſe, ſurely, have overtaken the foot 


* of perſeverance ; and by theſe, though 


* I ſhould perſevere, may my feet be 
_ © overtaken.” What thou ſayeſt, replied 


Oman, is true; and it is true alſo, that 


© the tempeſt which roots up the foreſt, is 
© rage: but from the mountain, what can 
© it take more than the. vegetable duft, 
© which the hand of nature has ſcattered 
| © upon the moſs that covers it ? As the duſt 
© is to the mountain, ſo is all that the 
© ſtorms of life can take from virtue, to 

© the ſum of good which the Omnipotent 
© has appointed for its reward? HAmET, 
whoſe eye now ex preſſed a kind of doubtful 
confidence, a hope that was repreſſed by 
fear, remained ſtill filent; and Omar, per- 
Vol. I. os ceiving 
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_ ceiving the ſtate of his mind, proceeded to 
fortify it by new precepts: If heaven,” 
ſaid he, mould vaniſh like a vapour, and 
< this firm orb of earth ſhould crutuble into 
< duſt, the virtuous mind would ſtand un- 
moved amidſt the ruins of nature: for 
+ He, who has appointed the heavens and 
© the earth to fail, has faid do virtue, 
«© Fear not; for thou canſt neither periſh, 
t nor be wretched. Call up thy firength, 
therefore, to the fight in which thou art 
< ſure of conqueſt : do thou only that which 


E 


© ven.” 


Hazy, in this conference with Onan, 


having gradually recovered his fortitude ; 
and the time being now near, when he was 


conduct ALMEIDA to the court of the pa- 
lace, where the marriage ceremony was to 


| be performed; they parted with mutual be- 


nedictions, each recommending the other to 


che proteQion of the Moſt High. 
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At the appointed hour, the princes of 
the court being aſſembled, the mufti and the 
imans being ready, and ALMORAN ſeated 
upon his throne; HameT and ALMEIDA 
came forward; and were placed one on the 
right hand, and the other on the left. The 
mufti was then advancing, to hear and to 
record the mutual promiſe which was to 
umite them; AlL Mo AN was execrating the 
appearance of the Genius, as a deluſive 
dream, in all the tamults of anguiſh and 
deſpair; and Hamer began to hope, that 
the ſuſpicions of Oran had been ill found- | 
ed; when a ſtroke of thunder ſhook the 
palace to its foundations, and a cloud roſe 
from the ground, like a thick ſmoke, * 
tween Hur and ALMEIDA. - 


Axton An, who: was inſpired with new 
confidence and hope, by that which had 

ſtruck the reſt of the aſſembly with terror, 
ſtarted from his ſeat with an ardent and fu- 
rious, look ; and at the ſame moment, a 
E n voice, 
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voice, that iſſued from the cloud, pro- 4h 
nounced with a Joud but hollow tone, 


» rue has decreed, to Alton Au, Atuziva, 


At theſe POR Al Mon An ruſhed for- 
ward, and placing himſelf by the ſide of AL- 
 MEIDA, the cloud diſappeared: and he 
_ cried out, Let me now proclaim to the 
© world the ſecret, which to this moment 
© I have hidden in my boſom: I love Al- 
* MEIDA.. The being who alone knew my 
0 love, has now by miracle a it. 
Let his decree be accompliſned. He 
then commanded that the ceremony ſhould 
proceed; and ſeizing the hand of the lady, 

began to repeat that part of it which was 
to have been repeated by HAME T. But 
ALMEIDA inſtantly drew her hand from 
him in an agony of diſtreſs; and Hamer, 
who till then had ſtood wiotionleſs with 
amazement and horror, ſtarted from his 


trance, and ſpringing forward ruſhed be- | 


tween them. AlMoRAN turned fiercely 
8 — upon 
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upon him; but Hauk r, who having been 
warned by Omar, knew the prodigy to 
be effected by ſome evil being whom it was 
virtue to reſiſt, laid his hand upon his ſcy- 
mitar, and, with a frown of indignation 
and defiance, commanded him to ſtand off: 
© I now know thee,” ſaid he, as a man; 


* and, therefore, as TIT I know thee: 
« not.” 


A refleQing, thit the founda · 
tion of this reproach was unknowr to all 
who were preſent, and that to them he 
would therefore appear to be injured; look- 
ed round with: an affected ſmile of wonder 
and eompaſſion, as appealing to them from 
a charge that was thus fiercely and injuri- 
ouſly brought againſt him, and imputing it 
to the violence of ſudden paſſions by which 
truth and reaſon were overborne. The eye 
of Hauer at once detected the artifice, 
which he diſdained to expoſe; he, therefore, 
commanded the guard that attended to car- 
E 3 ry 
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ry off ALMEIDA te her apartment. The 


guard was Preparing to obey, when RLM 
RAN, Who thought he bad now fuch an 


opportunity to get her into his own power 


as would never return, ordered them to. 


fee her ſafely lodged in bis own ſeraglio. 
The men, who thus received oppoſite 


commands from perſons to whom they 


owed equal obedience, ſtood ſtill in ſuſpenſe, 
not knowing which te prefer.; ALMORAN 
then reproached them with want of obedi- 


the prodigy for the juſtification of his claim. 


HAMET, on: the contrary, repeated bis 
order, with a look and emphaſis ſcarce les 
commanding than the thunder and the 
voice, But the priefts interpoſing in ſa- 


vour of ALMORAN, upon preſumption that 
his right had been decided by a ſuperior 


power; the guard ruſhed between Hamar 


and ALMEIDA, and with looks that expreſſ- 
ed d . regret, at- 


tempted: 


/ 
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tempted to ſeparate their hands, which 
were claſped in each other. She was af- 


_ frighted at the violence, but yet more at the 


_ apprehenfion of what was to follow ; ſhe, 
therefore, turned her eyes upon Hamer, 
 conjuring him not to leave her, in a tone 

of tenderneſs and diſtreſs which it is im- 

. poſſible to deſcribe : he replied. with a ve- 


| hemence that was worthy of his paſſion, 


I will not leave thee,” and immediately 
drew his ſabre. At the ſame moment they 
forced her from him; and a party having 
interpoſed to covet: thoſe that were carrying 
her off, HAMET lifted up his weapon to 


fron " "Wo, me not,” faid Hae, 
© it is for ALA,” © If thou 
- fave AIM EID A. 
felf, do that only which is . Wbat 
« * have theſe done who oppoſe thee, more 

W 4 7 than - 
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0 than they ought? and what end can their 


« deſtruQion. anſwer, but to ſtain thy hands 


© with unavailing murder? Thou canſt only 


© take the life of a few: faithful ſlaves, who 
vill not lift up their hands againk thee : 
d thou canſt not reſcue ALMEIDA from thy 
brother; but thou canſt preſerve Ra 
from guilt.” 


Theſe words of Omen ſuſpended the rage 
of Hamer, like a charm; and returning 
his ſcymitar into its ſheath, © Let me then,” 
faid he, * ſuffer, and be guiltleſs. It is true, 
© that againſt theſe ranks my ſingle arm 


« muſt be ineffeQual; but if my wrongs | 
< can rouſe 2 nation to repreſs the ty gs | 


< that will ſhortly extend. over it the injuries 
©. that now reach only to. me, . juſtice ſhall 


© be done to Hamer,” Then turning ta 
ALMORAN, *© Henceforth,” ſaid he, he 
© kingdom ſhall be mine or thine. To go- 


« yern in concert with thee, is to aſſociate 


with the powers. of- bell. The beings that 


© are 


ad. td a a. 
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are ſuperior to evil, are the friends of 
_ © HAMET; and if theſe are thy enemies, 
what ſhall be thy defence? ALMORAN 
replied only by a contemptuous ſmile ; and 
the aſſembly being diſmiſſed. he. retired to 
his apartment; and HaMEeT and OMAR 
went out to the people, who had gathered 
in an incredible multitude about the palace. 


En x 


| Rumour of what had happened with- 
A in had reached them, which ſome 

| believed; and ſome doubted: but when they 
ſaw OMAR and Hamer return together, 
and obſerved that their looks were full of 
reſentment and trouble, they became ſilent 
with attention in a moment; which Omar 
obſerving, addreſſed them with an eloquence 
of which they had often aeknowledged the 
force, and of which they never —— 
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He told them the tender connexion be- 


tween HAM r and Alu iA, and diſclof- 
cd the ſubtil hypoeriſy of Al mn AN: he 
expatiated upon the folly of ſuppoſing, that 
the power that was ſupreme in goedneſs and 


truth, ſhould command a. violation of vowe 
that had been mutually. interchanged, and 


often repeated; and devote to ALMOR AN. 
the beauties, which could only be volunta- 


rily ſurrendered. to HAM ER T. They heard 
him with a. vacant countenance of ſurprize 
and wonder: and while he waited ſor their 


reply, they agreed: among themſelves, that: 
no man could avoid the deſtiny that. was 


written: upon his head; and that if, Ar- 
At A bad thus been taken from Haug r, 
and given to ALMORAN, it was an event 
that by an unchangeable decres was appoint- 
ed to happen; and that, therefore, it was 
their duty to acquieſce. Ou ax then beck-- 
oned with his hand for audience a. ſecond; 


time; and told them, that Al MORAN had: 
not only practiſed the arts of ſorcery to de- 


prive 
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prive HauzrT' of Armxipa, but that he 
meditated a deſign to: uſurp the ſole domi- 
nion, and. deprive him of the ſhare of the 
government to which he had a right by the 
will of Solyman his father. This alſo they 
| heard with the fame ſentiments of wonder 
and acquieſcence: If it is decreed, ſaid they, 
that Almo A ſhall be king alone, who 
_ ean prevent it? and if it is not, who can 
bring it to paſs? But know ye not,” ſaid 
Omar, that when the end is appointed, 
_ © the means are appointed alſo... If it is 
_ & decreed that one of you ſhall this night 
© die hy poiſon, is it not decreed alſo that 
. K* „. 


The crowd e upon * other: 
without reply, for fome minutes: and at 
laſt they only ſaid, that no effort of theirs 
eoul{ change the univerſal appointment of 

all things ; that if Armoran was to be 
mn would be. ſo notwithſtanding. 
all 
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all oppoſition ; and that if he was not to be 
king alone, no attempt of his own, however 

ſupported, could make him ſo. I will not, 
ſaid Om Ax, contradict your opinion 3 


I. will. only tell you what I have heard, 


* and leave you. to. ſuffer the calamities 
<. which threaten you, with a fortitude and 


<. reſignation that are ſuitable to. your prin- 


i ciplesz having no conſolation to offer you, 
©. but that HAM r, whoſe deſtiny it. was 
not to make you happy, will. ſuffer with 
you the evils, that neither he nor you 
could prevent: the mournful· comfort of 


this fellow ip, he will: not be denied; for 
he loves you too well, to wiſh even to be 


happy alone.” The. crowd fixed their. 


eyes upon Hau ET, for-whom-their afftc- 
non was now ſtrongly moved, with looks ob 


much greater.intelligence, and ſenſibility ; a 


confuſed murmur, like the fall of che peb- 


bles upon the beach when the ſurge retires. 


from. the. ſhore, expreſſed. their, gratitude 


1 
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to __ and their e for 


Onan, waited in der were again fi dent, 
and then improved the advantage he had 
gained. ALMORAN,' ſaid he, © conſiders 
you as the ſlaves of his power; Hamer 
«. as the objects of his benevolence : your 
© lives and your properties, in the opinion 
© of ALMORAN,, are below his notice; but 
© HAAR T conſiders his own intereſt ag 
connected with yours. When ALMo- 
AR, therefore, ſhall. be. unchecked by 
< the influence of HaMEr:; he. will leave 

„you to the mercy. of. ſome. delegated 
<. tyrant, whoſe whole power will be ex- 
< erted to oppreſs you, that he may enrich, 
©. himſelf.” 


A new fire was now kindled in their eyes, 
and their cheeks glowed with indignation at 
the wrongs that threatened them; they 
were no longer. diſpoſed to act upon the 
principles . 
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Principles of fatality, as they had perverſely 
underſtood them; and they argued at once 
like reaſonable and free beings, ' whoſe 
actions were in their choice, and who had 
no doubt but that their actions would pro- 
duce adequate effects. They recollected 


that Ox A R had, in the reign of Solyman, 


often reſcued them from ſuch oppreſſion, 


nat now threatened them; and that he 

power of Hur had ſince interpoſed in 
"their behalf, when Al MOR AN would have 

ſtretched his prerogative to their hurt, or 


have left them a p 


ruin? Shall we rather ſupport Alxtox AN 


in the wrong he has done to Hawer,. 


© than: Hur to obtain juſtice of AI- 
© MoRan? HAMET: is our king; let him 
command us, and we will obey.“ This 
* with a ſhout that ecchoed from 

the 


rey to the farmer of a- 
tar. Shall HAM r, ſaid they, be 
* deprived of the power, that he employs 
only for our benefit; and ſhall it center 
* in ALMORAN, who will abuſe it to our 
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the mountains beyond the city, and conti- 
nued near a full hour. In the mean time, 
the multitude was increaſing every mo- 


ment; and the troops that lay in and near 


. the city having taken arms, fell in with the 
ſtream : they were ſecretly attached to 
Hamer, under whoſe eye they had been 
formed, and of whoſe bounty they had often 


partaken ; . and their fear being removed by. | 


the general cry, which left them no room to 


apprehend an oppoſition in favour of Al 


MORAN, they were now at full liberty. to: 
follow their inclinations.. 


In the mean time, ALMORAN,. who had: 
retired to the innermoſt court of the palace, 
had heard the tumult, and was alarmed for 
his ſafety: he ran from room to room, 
confuſed and terrified, without attempting 
or direQing any thing either for his defence 


or eſcape; yet he ſent every moment to 


know. the ſtate of the inſurrection, and to 
what. end. its force would be directed. 


Among 
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Among thoſe whom accident rather than 
choice had attached to the. intereſt of Ar- 
' MORAN, were Oſmyn and. Caled: they 
vere both diſtinguiſhed by his favour ; and 
each had conceived hopes that, if he ſhould 
poſſeſs the throne alone, he would delegate 
his authority to him. ALMORAN now or- 
dered them to take the command of the 
troops, that were appointed to attend his 
perſon as their peculiar duty, with as many 
others as had not declared for Hamzr,. 
and to ſecure all the avenues that led to his C 


_ Omar and HAZ T were now on horſe- 
back, and had begun to form the troops 
that had joined them, and as many others 
as: were armed, which were before mingled. 
together in a confuſed multitude. An. ac-. 
count of this was brought to Atmor an 

by Oſmyn; : and threw him into a perturba- 

tion and Perpeexity, that diſgraced his cha- * 
1 
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rater, and confounded his attendants. He 
urged Oſmyn, in whom he moſt confided, 
to diſpateh, without giving him any orders 
to excute ; then turning from him, he 
uttered, in a low and inarticulate voice, 
the moſt paſſionate exclamations of diſtreſs 
and terror, being ſtruck with the thought 
that his guard might betray him: whenhe 
recollected himſelf, and perceived that 
Oſmyn was ſtill preſent, he burſt into a 
rage, and ſnatching out his . poignard, he 
ſwore by the ſoul of the Prophet, that if 
he did not inſtantly attempt ſomething, he 
would ſtab. him to the heart. Oſmyn drew 
back trembling and confuſed; but having 
yet received no orders, he would have 
. ſpoken, but Al Mon AN drove him from 


his preſence with menaces and execra- 
tions. e 


The moment that * left bim, his 
tage ſubſided i in | his fears, and his fears were 
mingled 
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mingled with remorſe : * Which way ſoe ver 
I turn,” ſaid he, © I fee myſelf ſurrounded 
by deſtruction. I have incenſed Oſmyn 
© by unreaſonable diſpleaſure, and cauſeleſs 

© menaces. He muſt regard. me at once 


with abhorrence and contempt: and it is 
\ © jmpoſſible, but he ſhould revolt to Ha- 


WEE > 


In this agony, the terrors of futurity 
ruſhed upon his mind with all their force; 
and he ſtarted as if at the bite of a ſcorpion: 
Jo me, ſaid he, death, that now ap- 
« proaches, will be but the beginning f 
* ſorrow. I ſhall be cut off at once from 
* enjoyment, and from hope z and the 
« dreadful moment is now at band,” While 
| he was ſpeaking, the palace again ſhook, 

and he ſtood again in the preſence of the 
Genius. 


« Alten An- ſaid the inhabitant of the 
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una pparent world, the evil which thou 
« feareſt, ſhall not be upon thee, Make 
* haſte, and ſhew thyſelf from the gallery 
to the people, and the tumult of faction 
ſhall be till before thee : tell them, that 
© their rebellion is not againſt thee only, 
but againſt Him by whom thou reigneſt : 
« appeal boldly to that power for a 
« confirmation of thy words, and rely 
* for the atteſting Ggn upon me.“ Al- 
MORAN, Who had ſtsoped with his face 
to the ground, now looked upward, and 
fore, to follow the directions be had re- 
_ ceived 3 and hope was again kindled in bis 


Oſmyn, in the mean time, made a pro- 

per difpofition of the troops now under 
5 dis command; and had directed a ſelect 
company to remain near the perſon of the 
- king, that they might at leaſt make. good: 
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his retreat, While he was waiting at his 
poſt, and revolving in his mind the total 
diſappointment of his hopes, and conſi- 
dering what he ſhould do if HamegT ſhould 


eſtabliſh himſelf alone, he was joined by 
Caled. 


Caled had a ſecret enmity againſt Oſmyn, 
as his rival in the favour of. ALMORAN ; 


but as he had concealed his own pretenſiong — 
from Oſmyn, Oſmyn had no ill will againft 
Caled. As they were now likely to be 
involved in one common calamity, by the 
ruin of the prince whoſe party they had 


eſpouſed ; Caled's enmity ſubſided, and the a 
indifference of Oſmyn was warmed into ci 
kindneſs: mutual diftreſs produced mutual 0 
confidence; and Caled, after condoling wit 
Oſmyn on their preſent hopeleſs ſituation, * 
propoſed that they ſhould draw off their 8 
forces, and revolt to HA MET. This propo- ſy 
ſition Oſmyn . not only from fr 


| principle, | 
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principle, but from intereſt: Now we 
* have accepted of a truſt,” ſaid he, we 
* ought not to betray it. If we had gone 
© over to HamerT, when he firſt declared 
« againſt his brother, he would have re- 
© ceived us with joy, and probably have 
* rewarded our ſervice ; but I know, that 
© his virtue will abhor us for treachery, 
© though praQtiſed in his favour: treachery, 
© under the dominion of HA MET, will not 
only cover us with diſhonour, but will 
probably devote us to death.. 


In this reaſoning, Caled could not but 
acquieſce ; he felt himſelf ſecretly but for- 
cibly reproved, by the ſuperior virtue of 
Oſmyn : and while he regretted his having 
made a propoſal, which had been rejected 

not only as imprudent but infamous; he 
concluded, that Oſmyn would ever after 
ſuſpect and deſpiſe him; and he, therefore, 
from a new cauſe, conceived new enmity 

1 5 againſt 
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againſt him. They parted, however, with-” 

out any appearance of ſuſpicion or diſguſt ; 

and, in a ſhort time, they were in circum- 

tances very different from their expecta- 
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ALM ORAN bad now reached the 
1 gallery; and when the multitude 
_ ſaw him, they ſhouted as in triumph, and 
demanded that he ſhould ſurrender. HA- 
MET, who alſo perceived him at a diſtance, 
and was unwilling that any violence ſhould 
be offered to his perſon, preſſed forward, 
and when he was come near, commanded 
ſilence. At this moment Alox Ax, with 


Vor. II. 8 a loud 
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a loud voice, reproached them with impiety 


and folly; and appealing to the power, 
whom in his perſon they had offended, the 


air ſuddenly grew dark, a flood of lightning 


| deſcended from th- ſky, and a peal of 
thunder was articulated into theſe words: 


| Divided ſway, the God who reigns alone 
Abhors; and gives to ALMozan the throne. 


The multitude ſtood aghaſt at the pro- 
digy ; and hiding their faces with their 
hands, every one departed in ſilence and 
confuſion, and HameT and OMar were 
left alone. Omar was taken by ſome of 
the ſoldiers who had adhered to Al Mo- 
nan, but . made his * 


Anenan; 180 wiſhes were thee far 


_ accompliſhed- by the intervention of a power 
ſuperior to his own, exulted in the antici- 
| pation of that happineſs which he now 
ſuppoſed to be ſecured; and was fortified 
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in his opinion, that he had been wretched 
only becauſe'he had been weak, and that 
to multiply and not to ſuppreſs his wiſhes 
was the way to acquire felicity. 


As he was returting from the gallery, he 
was met by Oſmyn and Caled, who had 
heard the ſupernatural - declaration in his 
behalf, and learned its effects. Al Monk An, 
in that haſty low of unbounded but capri- 
cious favour, which, in contrafted minds, 
is the effect only of unexpeRed good for- 
tune, raiſed Oſmyn from his feet to his 
| boſom: As in the trial, ſaid he, thou 
© haſt been faithful, I now inveſt thee with 
© a ſuperior truſt. The toils of ſtate ſhall 
s from: this moment devolve upon thee ; 
and from this moment, the delights of 
© empire unallayed ſhall be mine: I will 
© recline at caſe, remote from every eye 
© but thoſe that reflect my own felicity ; 
« the felicity that I ſhall taſte in ſecret, 
c ſurrounded by the ſmiles of beauty, and 

Ss - Ih 8 che 
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1 the gaieties of youth. Like heaven, I 
' © will reign unſeen; and like heaven, 
' © though unſeen, I will be adored.” Oſmyn 


received this delegation of power with a 


tumultuous pleaſure, that was expreſſed 
only by ſilence and confuſion. 'ALMoRAN 
remarked it; and exulting in the pride of 
power, he ſuddenly changed his aſpect, 
and regarding Oſmyn, who was yet bluſh- 
ing, and whoſe eyes were ſwimming in 
tears of gratitude, with a ſtern and ardent 
countenance ; © Let me, however ſaid he, 
< warn thee. to be watchful in thy truſt; 
© beware, that no rude commotion violate 
© my peace by thy fault; leſt my anger 


_ © ſweep thee in a moment to deſtruQion.” 


He then directed his eye to Caled: And 


thou too,” ſaid he, © haſt been faithful; 


©. be thou next in honour and in power to 


« Oſmyn. Guard both of you my paradiſe 
from dread and care; fulfil nt 
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He was then informed by a meſſenger, 
that HAM ET had eſcaped, and that Omar 
was taken. As he now deſpiſed the power 
both of HamtT and Ou Ax, he expreſſed 
neither concern nor anger that HAM ET had 
fled ; but he ordered Ouæx to be * 
before bim. 


When Onan appeared bound and dif. 
armed; he regarded him with a ſmile of 
inſult and deriſion; and aſked him, what 
he had now to hope. I have, indeed, 
faid Omar, much leſs to hope, than 
© thou haſt to fear.” * Thy inſolence,” 
ſaid-ALMORAN, is equal to thy folly : 
what power on earth is there, that I 

ſhould fear ?? Thy own, ſaid Ou AR. 
© [ have not leiſure now,” replied Al Mo- 
© RAN, te hear the paradoxes of thy 

_ © philoſophy explained: but to ſhew thee, 
© that 1 fear not thy power, thou- ſhalt 
© live, I will leave thee to hopeleſs regret ;_ 
„to wiles that have been. ſcorned and de- 
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| © ſeated; to the unheeded petulance of 


« dotage ; to the fondneſs that is repayed 
with negle&; to reſtleſs wiſhes, to cre- 
« dulous hopes, and to derided command: 
© to the flow and complicated torture of 
« deſpiſed old age; and that, when thou 


© ſhalt long have abhorred thy being, ſhalt 


« deſtroy it. The miſery,” ſaid Omar, 
* which thou haſt menaced, it is not in 


thy power to infli. | As thou haſt taken 
from me all that I poſſeſſed by the bounty 


© of thy father, it is true that I am poor; 
© it is true alſo, that my knees are now 
_ © feeble, and bend with the weight of years 
5 that is upon ine. I am, as thou art, a 
man; and therefore I have erred : but I 
© have ſtil} kept the narrow path in view 
« with a faithful vigilance, and to that I 
© have. ſoon returned: the paſt, therefore, 
© I do not regret ; and the future I have 


n no cauſe to fear. In Him who is moſt- 


« merciful, I have hope; and in that hope 


Ko even now I rejoice before thee. My 
portion 
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© poftion in the preſent hour, is adverſity : 
but I receive it, not only with humility, 
* but thankfulneſs ; for I know, that what- 
© ever is ordained is befl” * 


ALMORAN, in whoſe heart there were 


no traces of OMAR 's virtue, and therefore 
no foundation for his confidence, ſuſtained 
himſelf againſt their force, by treating 
them as hypocrify and affeQation : © I know, 
fays he, that thou haſt long learned to 
© eccho the ſpecious and pompous ſounds, 
© by which hypocrites conceal their wretch- 


© ednefs, and excite the admiration of folly 


© and the contempt of wiſdom : yet thy 
© walk in this place, ſhall be ſtill unre- 


© trained. Here the ſplendor of my 
© felicity ſhall fill thy heart with envy, and 


© cover thy face with confuſion ; and from 
© thee ſhall the world be inſtructed, that 


© the enemies of ALMORAN can move no 
_ © paſſion in his breaſt but contempt, and 


T4. chat 


8 
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* that moſt to puniſh them is — 
, ven 6s res.” 


Omar, whoſe eye had till now been 
fixed upon the ground, regarded ALMo- 
RAN with a calm but ſteady countenance : 
© Here then, ſaid he, will I follow thee, 


© conſtant as thy ſhadow; tho, as thy 
© ſhadow, unnoticed or negleQed : here 
< ſhall mine eye watch thoſe evils, that 
« were appointed from everlaſting to attend 
upon guilt : and here ſhall my voice warn 
© thee of their approach. From thy breaſt 


© may they be averted by righteouſneſs |! 
« for without this, though all the worlds 
© that roll above the ſhould, to aid thee, 


© unite all their power, that power can 8 
© thee wy to be wretched." | 


nn in al the pride of — 


ambition, inveſted with dominion that had 
no limits, and allied with powers that were 


more than mortal ; was overawed by this 
5 e addreſs, 
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addreſs, and his countenance grew pale. 
But the next moment, diſdaining to be 
thus controuled by the voice of a ſlave, his 


indignation : he turned from Ou Ak, in 


ſcorn, anger, and confuſion, without reply; 
and Omar departed with the calm dignity 


of a benevolent and ſuperior being, to 


whom the ſmiles and frowns- of terreſtfial 


tyranny were alike indifferent, and in whom 
abhorrence of the turpitude of vice was 
mingled with compaſſion for its folly, 


HA P. XII. 


N the mean time, ALMEIDA, who had 
been conveyed to an apartment in A- 


MORAN's ſeraglio; and delivered to the care 


of thoſe who attended upon his women, 


ſuffered all that grief and terror could inſlict 


upon a generous, a tender, and a delicate 


mind; yet in this complicated diſtreſs, her 
attention | was principally fixed upon Ha- 


3 MET. 


cheeks were ſuffuſed with the bluſhes of 
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MET. The diſappointment of his hope, 
and the violation of his right, were the chief 
objects of her regret and her fears, in all 
that had already happened, and in all 

that was ſtill to come; every inſult that s 
might be offered to herſelf, ſhe conſidered 

as an injury to him. Yet the thoughts of 


Al that he might ſuffer in her perſon, gave 
way to her apprehenſions of what might 
befall him in his own: in his ſituation, every 
calamity that her imagination could con- 
ceive, was poſſible; her thoughts were, 
therefore, bewildered amidſt an endleſs va- 7 
riety of dreadful images, which ſtarted up ] 
before them which way ſoever they were 
turned; and it was impoſſible that ſhe could — 
| 
| 
| 
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_ 
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gain any certain intelligence of his fate, as 
the ſplendid priſon in which ſhe was now 
confined, was ſurrounded by mutes and 
eunuchs, of whom nothing could be learned, 
or in whoſe * no confidence could be 
placed. 5 


While her mind was in this ſtate of agita- 


tion. 
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tion and diſtreſs, ſhe perceived the door 
open, and the next moment ALMORAN en- 


tered the apartment. When the ſaw him, 
ſhe turned from him with a look of unutter- 


able anguiſh; and hiding her face in her 


veil, ſhe burſt into tears, The tyrant was 
moved with her diſtreſs; for unfeeling ob- 
| Curacy is the vice only of the old, whoſe 

| ſenſibility has been worn away by the 
habitual perpetration of reiterated wrongs. 


He approached her with looks of kind- 
| neſs, and his voice was involuntarily modu- 
lated to pity; ſhe was, however, too much 
abſorbed in her own ſorrows, to reply. He 


| gazed upon her with tenderneſs and admira- 
tion; and taking her hand into his own, 


he preſſed it ardently to his boſom : his com- 
_ paſſion ſooh kindled into deſire, and from 
ſoothing her diſtreſs, he began to ſolicit her 
love. This inſtantly rouſed her attention, 
and reſentment now ſuſpended her grief; ſhe 


turned from him with a * and haughty 
der, 
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ſtep, and inſtead of anſwering his profeſſi- 


ons, reproached him with her wrongs. AL- 


MORAN, that he might at once addreſs her 
virtue and her paſſions, obſerved, that tho 
he had loved her from the firſt moment he 
| had ſeen her, yet he had concealed his paſ- 
ſion even from her, till it had received the 


ſanQion of an inviſible and ſuperior power; 


heaven; and that he offered her unrivalled 
empire and everlaſting love. To this ſhe 


anſwered only by an impatient and fond en- 


quiry after Hamer. < Think not of Ha- 
MET,” ſaid ALMORAN ; for why-ſhould 


' © he who is rejected of Heaven, be ſtill, the 


© favourite of ALueiDA ?* © If thy hand,* 
faid ALMEIDA, could quench in ever- 
© laſting darkneſs, that vital ſpark of intel- 


© leQtual fire, which: the word of the Al- 
* mighty has kindled in my breaſt to burn 


« for ever, then might ALMEIDA ceaſe to 


1 think EAT; but while that ſhall 


L 


. 
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© live, whatever form it ſhall inhabit, or in 
© whatever world it ſhall reſide, his image 
© ſhall be for ever preſent, and to him ſhall 
my love be for ever true. This glowing 
declaration of her love for Haut r, was 
immediately ſucceeded by a tender anxiety 
for his ſafety ;* and a ſudden refleQion upon 
the probability of his death, and the danger 
of his ſituation if . threw * * 
into tears. 


ALMORAN, whom the ardour and impe- 
tuoſity of her paſſions kept ſometimes ſilent, 
and ſometimes threw into confuſion, again 
attempted to ſooth and comfort her: ſhe 
often urged him to tell her what was be- 
come of his brother, and he as often evaded 
the queſtion. As ſhe was about to renew 
her enquiry, and refleQed that it had al- 
ready been often made, and had not yet 
been anſwered, ſhe thought that AlMo- 
MORAN had already. put him to death: 
this threw her into an agony, of which he 

did 


134 ALMORAN. AND HAMET. 


did not immediately diſcover the cauſe ; but 


as he ſoon learned it from her reproaches 
and exclamations,” he perceived that he 
could not hope to be heard, while ſhe was 
in doubt about the ſafety of HameT, In 
order, therefore, to ſooth her mind, and 
prevent its being longer poſſeſſed with an 
image that excluded every other; he aſ- 
ſumed a look of concern and aſtoniſhment 
at the imputation of a crime, which was 
at once ſo horrid and ſo unneceſſary. After 
a ſolemn deprecation of ſuch enormous 
guilt, he obſerved, that as it was now im- 
poſſible for HamzrT to ſucceed as his rival, 
either in empire or in love, without the 


breach of a command, which he knew his 


virtue would implicitly obey ; he had no 
motive either to defire his death, or to re- 
ftrain his liberty: His walk,“ fays he, is 
© ftill uncircumſcribed in Perſia; and except 
© this chamber, there is no part of the pa- 
© lace to which he is not admitted. 
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To this declaration ALMz1D a liſtened, as 
to the muſic of paradiſe ; and it ſuſpended 
for a-while every paſſion, but her love: the 
fudden eaſe of her mind made her regard- 
leſs of all about her, and ſhe had in this in- 
terval ſuffered ALMORAN to remove her 
veil, without refleAmg upon what he was 
doing. The moment ſhe recollected her- 
felf, ſhe made a gentle effort to recover it, 
- with ſome confuſion, but without anger. 
The pleafure that was expreſſed in her eyes, 4. 
the bluſh that glowed upon her cheek, and _ 
the conteſt about the veil, which to an = x 
amorous imagination had an air of dalliance, _ 
concurred to heighten the paſſion of Al Mo- 
RAN almoſt to phrenſy: ſhe perceived her 
danger in his looks, and her ſpirits inſtantly 
took the alarm. He ſeized: ber hand, and, 
gazing ardently upon her, he conjured her, 
with a tone and emphaſis that ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed the tumultuous vehemence of his 
wiſhes, that ſhe would renounce the rites 
which had been forbidden aboye, and that 
ſhe 
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ſhe would receive him to whom by miracle 
ſhe had been alloted. 


ALMEIDA, whom the manner and voice 


of ALMORAN | had terrified into ſilence, 
| anſwered him at firſt only with à look that 


expreſſed averſion and diſdain, over-awed 


by fear. © Wilt thou not,” ſaid ALMORAN, 


© fulfill the decrees of Heaven? I conjure 
© thee, by Heaven, to anſwer.” From this 
ſolemn reference to Heaven, ALMEIDA de- 
rived new fortitude: ſhe inſtantly recollect- 


ed, that ſhe ſtood in the preſence of Him, 
by whoſe permiſſion only every other pawer,. 


whether. viſible or inviſible, can- diſpenſe 


evil or good: Urge no more, ſaid ſhe, 


© as the decree of | 
< inconſiſtent with 


en,. that which. is. 
wine perfection. Can 


He, in whoſe: hand. my. heart is, com- 


mand me to wed the man whom he has. 


c not enabled me to love? Can. the Pure, 


« the Juſt, the Merciful, have. ordained that 
£ L ſhould ſuffer embraces which I loath,, 


© and. 
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and violate vows which His laws permit- 
© ted me to make? Can He have ordained 
a perfidious, a loveleſs, and a joyleſs pro- 


« ftitution ? What if a thouſand prodigies 
| © ſhould concur to enforce it a thouſand 
5 times, the deed itſelf would be a ſtronger 

proof that thoſe prodigies were the works 
* of darkneſs, than thoſe prodigies that the 
« deed was e e by the Father of 


6 light.” 


ALMORAN, whoſe hopes were now 
blaſted to the root, who perceived that the 


virtue of ALMEIDA could neither be de- 
ceived nor overborne; that ſhe at once 
contemned his power, and abhorred his 
love ; gave way to all the furies of his 
mind, which now flumbered no more : his 


countenance expreſſed at once anger, in- 


_ Cignation, and deſpair ; his geſture became 
furious, and his voice was loſt in menaces 


and execrations. ALMEip A beheld him 
with an earneſt yet ſteady countenance, till 


<= 
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he vowed to revenge the indignity he had 


ſuffered, upon Hamer, At the name of 
HAME T, her fortitude forſook her; the 


Pride of virtue gave way to the ſoftneſs of 
love; her cheeks became pale, her lips 


trembled, and taking hold of the robe of 
 ALMORAN, ſhe threw herſelf at his feet. 


His fury was at firſt ſuſpended by hope and 
_ expeQation ; but when from her words, 


which grief and terror had rendered ſcarce 


articulate, he could learn only that ſhe was 


_ pleading for Hamer, he burſt from her in 
an extaſy of rage; and forcing his robe 
from her hand, with a violence that dragged 
ber after it, he ruſhed out of the chamber, 
and left her proſtrate upon the ground. 


As he paſſed through the gallery with a 


| haſty and diſordered pace, he was ſeen by 
_ Omar; who knowing that he was return- 


ed from an interview with ALMEIDA, and 


conjecturing from his appearance what had 
-bappened, judged that he ought not to 


neg lect 
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neglect this opportunity to warn him once 
more of the deluſive phantoms, which, 
under the appearance of pleaſure, were 
leading him to deſtruction: he, therefore, 

followed him unperceived, till he had 

reached the apartment in which he had 
been uſed to retire alone, and heard again 
the loud and tumultuous exclamations, 
which were wrung from his heart by the 
anguiſh of diſappointment: What have 

I gained,” ſaid he, © by abſolute dominion 
The ſlave who, ſecluded from the gales 
of life and from the light of heaven, toils 
without hope in the darkneſs of the mine, 
riots in the delights of paradiſe compared 
with me. By the caprice of one woman, 
I am robbed not only. of enjoyment but 
a of peace, and condemned for ever to the 
torment of unſatisfied defire,” | | 


A A & 6 


Oni who was impatient to apprize 
him that he was not alone, and to prevent 
—_ 
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his diſcloſing ſentiments which he wiſhed 
to conceal, now threw himſelf upon the 
ground at his feet. Preſumptuous ſlave!? 
ſaid ALMORAN, from whence, and 
© wherefore art thou come?“ © I am 
| © come,” ſaid Oman, * to tell thee that 
not the caprice of a woman, but the 
_ © wiſhes of AlMok Ax, have made ALMO- 
© RAN wretched.” The king, ſtung with 
the reproach, drew back, and with a furi- 
| ous look laid his hand upon his paignard ; 
but was immediately reſtrained. from draw- 
ing it, by his pride. © I am come,” ſaid 
Omar, * to repeat that truth, upon 
© which, great as thou art, thy fate is 
© ſuſpended. Thy power extends not to 


© the mind of another; exert it, therefore, 


© upon thy own: ſuppreſs the wiſhes, 
© which thou canſt not fulfill; and ſecure 
0 r happineſs Guat is within wi _ 


ALMORAN, who could bear no longer to 
„ 
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hear: the. precepts which he diſdained to 
praQiſe, ſternly commanded Ou Ax to de- 


part: Be gone, ſaid he, leſt I cruſh the: 


* like a ne. reptilg, which men cannot 
© but abhor, though it is too contemptible 
to be feared.“ © I go, ſaid Omar, 
that my warning voice may yet again re- 
© call thee to the path of wiſdom and of 
© peace, if yet again I ſhall behold thee * 
« while it is to be found? | - 


CHAP. In. 


LMORAN was now lelt e 
and throwing himſelf upon a ſofa, 
: hs fat ſome time motionleſs and ſilent, as if 
all his faculties had been ſuſpended in the 
ſtupefaQion of deſpair. He revolved in his 
mind the wiſhes that had been gratified and 
the happineſs of which he had been diſap- 
pointed: I deſired,” ſaid he, the pomp 
© and power of undivided dominion ; and 
© HAMET:. was driven from the throne 
8 which he ſhared with me, by a voice 
from 
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© from heaven: 1 deſired to break off his 
* marriage with ALMEIDA; and it was 
broken off by a prodigy when no human 
© power could have accompliſhed my deſire. 
© It was my wiſh alſo to have the perſon of 
„AME DA in my power, and this wiſh 
© alfo has been gratified ;- yet I am ſtill 
-* wretched, But I am wretched, only 


* becauſe the means have not been 


adequate to the end: what I have hi- 
© therto obtained, I have not deſired 
| © for itſelf; and of that, for which 1 
_ © defired it, I am not poſſeſſed: I am, 


© therefore, ſtill wretched, becauſe I am 


weak. With the ſoul of ALmoran, I 
© ſhould have the form of Hawzr : then 
my wiſhes would indeed be filled; then 
would Atmzipa bleſs me with conſent- 
© ing beauty, and the ſplendor of my power 
* ſhould diſtinguiſh only the intervals of my 
© love; my enjoyments would then be cer- 
< tain and permanent, neither blaſted by diſ- 


appoint- 
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appointment, nor withered by ſatiety.” 

When he had uttered theſe reflections with 
the utmoſt vehemence and agitation, his 
face was again obſcured by gloom and de- 
ſpair 3 his poſture was again fixed; and he 


lent abſtraction, when he was ſuddenly rouſ- 
ed by the appearance of the Genius, the 


ſincerity of whoſe friendſhip he began to 


diſtruſt. 


© ALMORAN,” ſaid the Genius, © if 
© thou art not yet happy, know that 

my powers are not yet exhauſted: fear 
© me not, but let thine ear be attentive 
© to my voice.” The Genius then ſtretch- 


ed out his hand towards him, in which 
there was an emerald of great luſtre, cut 


into a figure that had four and twenty 
ſides, on each of which was engraven 
a different letter. * Thou ſeeſt,” ſaid be, 
© this talifman : on each ſide of it is engra- 


- ven en one of thoſe myſterious charaQers, of 


e which 


was falling back into his former ſtate of ſi- 
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which are formed all the words of all tbe 


* languages that are ſpoken by angels, genii, 
© and men. This ſhall enable thee to change 
thy figure: and what under the form of 
* ALMORAN, thou canſt not accompliſh ; 


e thou ſhalt ſtill be able to effect, if it can 


© be effected by thee, in the form of any 
other. Point only to the letters that com- 
© pole the name of him whoſe appearance 
© thou wouldft aſſume, anll it is done. Re- 
, member only, that upon him, whoſe ap- 
© pearance thou ſhalt aſſume, thine ſhall be 
© impreſt, till thou reſtoreſt his own. 


Hide the charm in thy boſom, and avail 


* thyſelf of its power.” ALMoRAN re- 
ceived the taliſman in a tranſport of gratitude 
and joy, and the * immediately diſ- 
appeared. 


The uſe of this taliſman was ſo obvious, 


that it was impoſſible to overlook it. A1- 
MORAN inſtantly conceived the deſign with 
which it was given, and determined - in- 

your 
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ſtantly to put it in execution: I will now,” 
| ſaid he, aſſume the figure of Hauzr; 
« and my love, in all its ardour, ſhall be 
returned by ALMA.“ As his fancy 
kindled at the anticipation of his happineſs, 
he ſtood muſing in a pleaſing ſuſpenſe, and 
indulged himſelf in the contemplation of the 
ſeveral gradations, by which he ſhould aſ- 


Juſt at this moment, Oſmyn, whom he 
had commanded to attend him at this hour, 
approached his apartment: ALMORAN Was 
rouſed by the ſound of his foot, and ſuppoſ- 
eld it to be Omar, who had again intruded 
upon his privacy; he was enraged at the in- 
terruption which had broken a ſeries of ima- 
ginations ſo flattering and luxurious; he 
ſnatched out his poignard, and lifting up his 
arm for the ſtroke, haſtily turned round to 
have ſtabbed him; but ſeeing Oſmyn, he 
_ diſcovered his miſtake. juſt in time to pre- 

vent the blow. ons 


N ö | Oſmyn, 


given occaſion of offence; ſtarted. back ter 


erime, nor indeed of any at that could have 


rified and amazed, and ſtood trembling in 
ſuſpenſe whether to remain or to withdraw, 
ALMORAN, in the mean time, ſheathed the 
inſtrument of death, and bid him fear no- 
thing, for he ſhould not be hurt. He then 
turned about; and putting his hand to his 
forehead, ſtood again ſilent in a muſing poſ- 
ture: he recollected, that if he aſſumed the 
Ggure of , Hamer, it was. neceſſary he 
ſhould give orders for Haut to be admit - 
ted to ALMEIDA, as he would otherwiſe 
be excluded by the delegates of his own au- 
thority; turning, therefore, to Oſmyn, 
Remember, ſaid he, that whenever 
< Hamer ſhall return, it is my command, 
* that he be admitted to ALMEIDA,? 


| 1 who was pleaſed with an oppor- 
ranity of * himſelf to Al o- 


RAN 
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RAN, by praiſing an act of generous virtue 
which he fuppoſed him now to exert in 
favour'f his brother, received the command 
with a look, that expreſſed not only appro- 
bation but joy: Let the ſword of deſtruc- 
Ges, did be, © be the guard of the ty- 
* rant; the ſtrength of my lord ſhall be the 

* bonds of love: thoſe, - who hofiotir thee as 
Annona, ſhall rejoice' in thee as the 
« friend of HAME T.“ To AMO AN, who 
was conſcious of no kindneſs for his brother, 
the praiſe of Oſmyn was a reproach : he 
was offended at the joy which: he ſaw kind- 
| led in his countenance, by a command to 
ſhew favour to Hur; and was fired with | 
ſudden rage at that condemnation of his real 
conduct, which was implied by an enco- 
mitm on the generoſity of which he aſ- 
ſurned*the appearance for a malevolent and 
perfidions purpoſe: his brow was contraQted, 
his lip quivered, and the hilt of his dagger 
was "re gaſped in his hand. Oſmyn 


9 Was 


* 
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was again overwhelmed with terror and 
confuſion ;_ he had again offended, but knew 
not his offence. In the mean time, Al Mo- 
RAN recolleQing that to expreſs diſpleaſure 
againſt Oſmyn was to betray his own ſecret, 


| endeavoured to ſuppreſs his anger; but his 
anger was ſucceeded by remorſe, regret, 
and diſappointment. *'The anguiſh of bis 
mind broke out in imperfedt murmurs: 
Wbat I am, ſaid he, is, to this wretch, = 
the object not only of hatred but of ſcorn; 


and he commends only what I am * 
nn UIAT: 5 4 ** 


„These sounds, which, the” 100 as 
| were yet uttezed with great emotion, were 


ill miſtaken by Oſmyn for the overflowings 
of capricious and cauſeleſs anger: My 
_* life,” ſays he to himſelf, is even now ſuſ- 
© pended in a doubtful balance. Whenever 


I approach this tyrant, I tread the borders 


* of deſtruion: like a hood winkel wretch, 
F * who | 


C) 1 
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bo is left to wander near the brink of a 
-M * precipice, I know my danger ; but which 
* way ſoever I turn, I know not whether 1 
H Hhall incur or avoid it.” 


In theſe refleQions, did the 3 and 
the ſlave paſs thoſe moments, in which the 
bovereign intended to render the ſlave ſub- | 
ſervient to his pleaſure or bis ſecurity, and 
the ſlave intended to expreſs a zeal which 
he really felt, and a homage which his heart 
had already paid. Oſmyn was at length, 
bowev wever, diſmiſſed with an aſſurance, that 
all w 0 as 0 well; and ALmoran was again 
left t to 58 with anguiſh upon the paſt, to 
regret the preſent, and to anticipate the fu- 
ture with ſolicitude, e, and pertur- 
bation. e | 


; F ph rel: 9 
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Ms was, ain, Sea ett 
the figure of his brother, by the taliſman 

which had been put into his power by the 
Senius: but juſt as he was about to form 
a 10 G 3 —. 
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the ſpell, he recollected, that by the ſame 


act he would impreſs his own likeneſs upon 


Hauzr, who would conſequently be in- 


veſted with his power, and might ule it. to 


his deſtruction. This held him ſome time 
in ſuſpenſe : but refleQing that HamgT 
might not, perhaps, be apprized « of his ad- 
vantage, till it was too, late to improve un; j 
that he was now 2 fugitive, and pro 


alone, leaving Perſia behind him with 1 


he ſpeed he could make; and that, at the 
worlt, if he ſhould be ſtill near, if be 
know the transformation; as ſoon. as it | ſhould 
be made, and ſhould inſtantly taks the moſt 
effeQual meaſures to improve it; yet as he 
could diſſolve the charm in a moment, 
' whenever it ſhould be neceſſary for his ſafe- 


ty, no formidable danger could be incurred 


by the experiment, to Which he, therefore, 


8 without delay. 


1. 
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CHA r. XIV. 


IN we mean time, Hamer, to whom 

his own ſafety was of no importance 
bu for the ſake of ALMziDa, reſolved if 
poſſible, to conceal himſelf near the city. 
Having, therefore, reached the confines of 
the deſert, by which it was bounded on the 
| eaſt, he quitted his horſe, and detertnined 


to remain there till the multitude was dif- 


perſed, and the darkneſs of the evening 


might concedf his return, when in leſs than 


an hour he could reach the palace. 


He ſat 3 at the foot of the moun- 
tain Kabeſſed, without conſidering, that in 
' this place he was molt likely to be found, 
as thoſe who travel the deſert ſeldom fail to 
enter the cave that winds i its way under the 
mountain, to drink of the water that iſſues 
there from a clear and copious ſpring. = 
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He reviewed the ſcenes of the day that 
was now nearly paſſed, with a mixture of 
aſtoniſhment and diſtreſs, to which no de- 
| ſcription can be equal. The ſudden and 
amazing change that a few hours had 
made in his ſituation, appeared like a wild 
and diſtreſsfu] dream, from which he atmoſt 
doubted whether he ſhould not wake to the 
power and the felicity that he had loſt. He 
fat ſome time bewildered in the burry and 
multiplicity of his thoughts, and at length 


* out into pales exclamations : 
What,“ ſays he, and where am I? 


E . © Am I, indeed, Hauzr; that ſon of 
| < Solyman who divided the dominion of 
< Perſia with his brother, and who poſſeſſed 

the love of Alu alone? Dreadful 
* viciflitude ! I am now an outcaſt, friend- 
« leſs and forlorn ; without an aſſociate, | 

4 and without a dwelling : for me the cup 
© of adverſity overflows, and the laſt dregs 
« of ſorrow have been wrung out for my 


« portion N 
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Portion 2 the. powers. not only of the 


+ earth, but of. the air, have combined 


© againſt-me z: and how! can I-ſtand alone 
© before tbem ? But is there no power that 


dy vill interpoſe in my behalf? If He, who 
© is ſupreme, is good, 1 ſhalt not periſh. 
© But wherefore am 1 thus? Why ſhould 
the deſires of vice be accompliſhed by 
Nos ave un and why ſhould ſuperior 


powers be permitted to diſappoint the 
expectations of virtue? Vet let me not 


* raſhly” queſtion the ways | of "Him, | in 
© whoſe balance the world i is weighed: by 
* Him, „ every evils rendered” ſubſervient to 


. 6 good ; and by His wiſddm, the happineſi 


of the wholetis: ſecures: Vet: Lam but 


5 apart only, and for a part only Fcan feel! 
To me, has is that-goodueſs'of+ which 


Y rage deln nene gall is 


. ern. But what eile 
Let not the gloom that ſurzounds me; 


3 3 hide 


* 
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« hide from me the proſpe&of immortality. 
dFhall not eternity atone ſor time ? Eier- 
nity, to which the duration of ages is but 
* az an atom to a world | Shall I not, when 
* this momentary ſeparation is paſt, again 


meet ALMEIDA to: part no more? and 
*' hall not a purer flame than burns upon 


* the earth, unite us? Even at this moment, 
- her mind, which not the frauds of ſorcery 


* can taint or alienate, is mine: that plea- 
c ' ſure which ſhe reſerved for me, cannot be 


« taken by force ; it is in the conſent alone 
. that! is ſubfilts; and from the joy that ſhe 


C feels, and, from that ms Proceeds the 
* Joy ſhe can belton. e e 


With theſe SM ihe. foothed dhe 


ment-arcived, in which dhe power” of the 


and the figure ae wget 
ALM ORAM, © ad: mooln. zd! Jon 154 
| Lid , | 8 | At 


l his mind; till khe dreadful mo- 


mon an was changed into that of "Ham, - 
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At the moment of transformation, Ha- 
-ME'T was ſeized with a ſudden languor, and 
his faculties were fuſpended as by the ſtroke 
of death. When he recovered, his limbs 
fill trembled, and his lips were parched 
with thirſt : he roſe, therefore, and enter- 
ing the cavern, at the mouth of which, he 

had been fitting, he ſtooped over the well 
to drink; but glancing his eyes upon the 
water, he ſaw, with aſtoniſhment and hor- 
ror, that it refleQed, not his own counte- 
nance, but that of his brother, He ftarted 
back from the prodigy ; and ſupporting 
-bimſelf againſt the fide of the rock, he 
ſtood ſome time like a ſtatue, without the 
power of recollection: but at length the 
thought ſuddenly ruſhed into his mind, that 
the ſame ſorcery which had ſuf] pended his 
marriage, and driven him from the throne, 
was ſtill practiſed againſt him ; and that the 
change of his figure to that of ALMORAN, 


was the effect of Armoran's having 
aſſumed 
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| aſſumed his likeneſs, to. obtain, in this diſ- 
guiſe, whatever ALMEIDA could beſtow. 
This thought, like a whirlwind. of the deſert, 
totally ſubverted his mind; his fortitude was 
borne down, and his hopes. were rooted up; 
no principles remained. to regulate his con- 
duct, but all was phrenſy, confuſion, and 
deſpair, He ruſhed out of the cave with a 
furious and diſtracted look; and went in 
| haſte towards the city, without having 
formed any deſign, or conſidered any con- 
ſequence that might follow. 


| The ſhadows of the n were now- 
lengthened by the declining ſun; and the 


approach of evening had.invited Omar to 
meditate in a grove, that was adjacent to 


the gardens of the palace. From this place 


| he was ſeen at ſome diſtance, by Hawzr, 


ordered pace; and Omar drew back with a 
cold and diſtant reverence, which the power 


— 


who came up to him with a haſty and diſ- 
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and the character of ALMORAN' concurred 
to excite, HamzrT, not reſlecting upon the 
_ cauſe of this behaviour, was offended, and 
 reproached him with the want of that 
friendſhip he had ſo often profeſſed : the ve- 
| hemence of his expreſſion and demeanor, 
ſuiteck well with the appearance of Al Mo- 
 'RAN; and OMAR, as the beſt proof of that 
friendſhip which had been impeached, took 
this opportunity to repeat his admonitions in 
the behalf of HamzT : Whatever evil,” 
ſaid he, thou canſt bring upon Hamer, 
< will be doubled to thyſelf: to his virtues, 
the Power that fills. infinitude is a friend, 
and he can be afflied only till. they are 
perfect; but thy ſufferings will be the 

« guniſhment of vice, and as long as thou 
. art vicious they muſt increaſe.” 6 


Hamer, who inſtantly recolleQed for 
dom he was miſtaken, and the anguiſh of 
whoſe mind was for a moment ſuſpended by 


this teſtimony of eſteem and kindneſs; which 
could: 


* 
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could not poſſibly be feigned, and which 


was paid him at the riſque of life, when it 
could not be known that he received it; ran 
forward to embrace the hoary ſage, who 
had been the guide of his youth, and cried 
out, in a voice that was broken by contend- 
ing paſſions, The face is the face of ALMo- 


Rax but the heart is he heart of Hamer,” 


Omar was ſtruck dumb with aftoniſh- 


ment; and Haut, who was impatient to 


be longer miſtaken, related all the circum- 
ſtances of his transformation, and reminded 


him of ſome particulars which "could be 
known only to themſelves : * 'Canſt thou 
© not yet believe,” ſaid he, that I am 
© HanzT? when thou haſt this day ſeen 
© me baniſhed from my kingdom; "when 


. thou haſt now met me a fugitive return- 


: ing from the deſert; and when 1 learnt 
© from thee, ſince the ſun was riſen which 


c is not yet ſet, that more thas mortal 
powers 


* 
* 
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powers were combined againſt me.C- 1 


now believe,“ ſaid OwaR, * that thou, 
©. indeed, art Hae.” · gtay me not then,” 


faid HamzrT ; but come with me to re- 
© Beware,” ſaid Ou Ax, left 


* venge.” 
© thou endanger the loſs of more than 
empire and ALMEIDA.? If not to re- 
6; venge,” ſaid HAMET, I may at leaft be 
permitted to puniſh, © Thy mind,“ ſays 
Onan, is no in ſuch a ſtate, that to 
puniſh the crimes by which thou haſt been 
« wronged, will dip thee in the guilt of 
© blood. Why elſe are we forbidden to 
© take vengeance for ourſelves ? and why is 
it reſerved as the prerogative of the Moſt 
High? In Him, and in Him alone, it is 
* goodneſs guided by wiſdom : He approves 
« the means, only as, neceſſary to. the end; 
1 : wounds only to, heal, and deſtroys | 
« onl 7 to f ſave; He has complacence, not in 
4 the evil, but in the good only which it is 
appointed to * Remember, there- 


* fore, 
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fore, that he; to whom the puniſhment 
of another is ſweet ; though his ad may 


© be juſt with reſpeQ toothers, with reſpeR 


© to himſelf it is a deed of darkneſs, and 


+4 abhorred by the Almighty,” HAU, 
who had ſtood abſtracted in the contempla- 
tion of the new injury he had fuffered, while 
OMaRr was perſuading, him not to revenge 


it, ſtarted from his poſture in all the wild- 


neſs of diſtraction; and burſting away from 


OmAR, with an ardent and furious look 
baſted toward the n, nl, Was ſoort 


out of — : 
eh TP: XV. 


N - the mean time, Al Mok Ax, after 
1 baving effeQed the transformation, w ; 
Fre as he was going to the apartment of 
MINEA, by Ofmyn. Ofmyn had already 
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_ experienced the miſery of dependent great- 
neſs, that kept him continually under the 
eye of a capricious tyrant, whoſe temper 


was various as the gales of ſummer, and 
whoſe anger was ſudden as the bolt of he- 


ven; whoſe purpoſe and paſſions were dark 
and impetuous as the midnight ſtorm, and 
at whoſe command death was inevitable as 
the approach of time. When he ſaw Al- 
MORAN, therefore, in the likeneſs of Ha- 


MET, he felt a ſecret deſire to apprize him 


of his ſituation, and offer him bis friendſhip. 


Alon AN, who with the form aſſumed 


the manners of HA r, addreſſed Oſmyn 
with a mild though mournful countenance ; _ 
© At length,” ſaid he, the will of Armo- 
© AN alone is law; does it permit me to 


« hold a private rank in this place, without 
© moleſtation? It permits, ſaid Oſmyn, 


yet more; he has commanded, that you .. 


© ſhould have admittance to ALMeiDA.” 
ALMORAN, whoſe vanity betrayed him to 
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Hatter his own power in the perſon of Ha- 
Mkr, replied with a ſmile: I know, that 
„ ALMORAN, who preſides like s God in 
_ 6 filent and diſtant ſtate, reveals the ſecrets 
of his will to thee ; I know that thou aft”. 
lam, ' ſaid Oſmyn, of all thou 
© ſeeſt, moſt wretched.” At this declara- 
tion, -ALMoRAN turned ſhort, and fixed 
-his eyes upon Oſmyn with a look of ſurprize 
- and anger: Does not the favour of ALxro- 
* ran; ſaid he, © whoſe ſmile is power, 
and wealth, and honour, ſhine upon thee ?* 
C My lord,” ſaid Oſmyn, I know ſo well 
© the ſeverity of thy virtue, that if 1 ſhould, 
even for thy ſake,” become perfidious to 
„ thy brother AIAonAU, who was. - 
-unable to preſerve the character of HA 
with propriety, interrupted him with a 
"Retce and haughty tone: How!” ſaid he, 
©''perfidious to my brother | to ALMORAN 1 
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| Ofwyn, who had now gone W to re- 
cede, Aud who füll ſaw. before bim the 6. 
gure of Hau, proceeded in his purpoſe: 
Ale, ſaid be. * that in thy. judgment 
+ I ſhould be condemned; and yet, the 
+. preſervation of life is the ſtrongeſt princi- 
ple of nature, and the love of virtue is 


© her proudeſt boaſt, * Explain thyſelf,” 


-faid ALMORAN; for I cannot comprehend 


thee,” I mean,” ſaid Oſmyn, that he, 


4 | whoſe life depends upon the caprice of a 
© tyrant, is like the wretch whoſe ſentence 
© is already” pronounced; and who, if the 

© wind doev'butrah by his dungeon, ima- 

© pines" that it is the bow-ſtring and the 

By. mute.” Fear not, faid ALMORAN, 

who now affected to be again calm; be 

'« HY faithful, and thou ſhalt ſtill be ſafe.” 

er, faid Oln xo. a there is no diligence, 

no toil; no faith, that can ſecure the ſlave 

« 5 the ſudden phrenſy of paſſion, from 

* * the cauſeleſs "0 either of drunkenneſs or 

« luſt. 


** 
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© luſt. Iam that ſlave; the ſlave of a ty- 


© rant whom I hate.“ The confuſion of 
ALMORAN was now tes great to be con- 
ceafed, and he ſtood ſilent with rage fear 


and indignation. Oſmyn, ſuppoſing that 
His wonder fuſpended his belief of what he 


oath.” || 


. Whoever: thou art, n * 
MORAN, the mighty and the proud, is pre- 
ſent; before whom, the lord of _ abſolute 


ebe deen ds of power. by which 

nature is cantrouled; pale and filent with an- 
qviſh and difappointment : if, in the fury of 
thy wrath, thou haſt aggravated -weakneſs 


Into guilt; if thou haſt chilled the glow of | 


-affeQtion, when it fluſhed the cheek in thy 


thy folly, thou haſt 


dmite thee: for, in 
| caſt 


4 


had heard, confirmed his n m”_ 


| , preſence, with the frown of diſpleaſure, or 
repreſſed the ardour of friendſhip with in- 
indifference or neglect ; now, let thy heart 
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caſt away that gem, which is the light of 
life; which power can never ſeize, and 
which gold can never buy? ; 


Thy tyrant fell at once from his pride, L 
| like a ftar from Heaven; and Oſmyn, tilt 


addrefling him as HMR r, at once increaſed 
his miſery und his fears: O, ſaid he, 
© that the throne of Perſia was thine l then 
© ſhould innocence enjoy her birth · right of 
2 and hope ſhould bid honeſt in- 
* duſtry look upward. There is not one 
to whom Al Mo An has delegated power, 
© nor one on whom his tranſient favour has 
& beſtowed any gift, who does not already 
© feel his heart throb with the pangs of bod- 
© ing terror. Nor is there one who, if he 
did not fear the diſpleaſure of the inviſible 
power by whom the throne has been given 
* to thy brother, would not Oe 
revolt to > thee.” iy 


ALMORAN, who had hitherto "Py 
ws, now burſt into a . exclama- 


tion of ſelf pity: < What can I do? fad 


he; and whither can I turn? Oſmyn, 
who miſtook the cauſe of his diſtreſs, and 


ſuppoſed that he deplored only. his want of 


power to avail himſelf of the general diſpo - 


fition in his favour, endeavoured to fortify 


bis mind againſt deſpair : * Your ſtate, ſaid | 
be;'* indeed is ditrefsful,. but not hopeleſs.? - 


The king who, though addreſſed as Ha- 
r; wal fl betrayed by hit-confullon to 


anſwer as ALMoR Ax, ſmote his breaſt, and 


replied in an agony, It is hopeleſs!' Oſmyn 
remarked his emotion and deſpair, with a 
concern and affoniſhment” that ANMõỹ AN 
obſerved, and at once recollected his ſitu- 
ation. He endeavoured to retract ſuch ex- 

reſſions of trouble and deſpondency, "as 


did not ſuit the character he had aſſumed; 


and telling Ofmyn, that he thanked him 
for his friendſhip, and would improve the 


advantages it offered him, he directed him 


to acquaint the eunuchs that they were to 
{2/1 ; | admit 


Ss 0 0 rn 


00 46620 „ 00 3 „ 6 . 4 8. 


— 


ALMORAN aw HAMET. 167 


him long in ſuſpenſe; a thouſand expedients 
. eee 


were rejected. 


m 061 hoes 


death : but he conſidered, that by this he 


would gain no advantage, as he would be 
in equal danger from whoever ſhould ſuc- 
ceed him: he conſidered alſo, that againſt 
Oſmyn he was upon his guard; and that 
he might at any time learn, from him, 


whatever deſign might be formed in favour” 


of — by aſſuming Hau r's appear 

: that he would thus be the confident 
th every ſecret, in which his own ſafety was 
concerned; and might diſconcert the beſt 
contrived project at the very moment of its 


execution, when it would be too late for 
other meaſures to be taken: he determined, 
therefore, to let Oſmyn live; at leaſt, till it 


became more neceſſary to cut him off, 


Having - 
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Having in ſome degree ſoothed and fortified 


. | 


apartment of ALMEIDA. 


U e ah us a defign 
to marry her under the appearance of Ha- 
MET ; for that would be impoſlible, as the 
ceremony muſt have been performed by the 


prieſts who ſuppoſed the marriage with Ha- 


MET to have been forbidden by a divine 
command ; and who, therefore, would not 
have conſented, even ſuppoſing they would 
otherwiſe have ventured, at the requeſt of 
Hau, to perform a ceremony which 
they knew would be diſpleaſing to Al Mo- 


RAN: but he hoped to take advantage of 


her tenderneſs for his brother, and the par- 


ticular circumſtances of her ſituation, which 


made the ſolemnities of marriage impoſſible, 


to ſeduce her to gratify his deſires, without 
the ſanRion which alone rendered the grati- 


fication of them lawful: if he ſucceeded in 


rw onoTrCDaYTetn =o . 
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' this deſign, he had reaſon to expect, either 
that his love would be extinguiſhed by en- 
joyment; or that, if he ſhould ſtill deſire to 
marry ALMEIDA, he might, by diſcloſing 
to her the artifice by which he had effected 
his purpoſe, prevail upon her to conſent, as 
her connexion with Hamer, the chief ob- 


ſtacle to her marriage with him, would then 


be broken for ever; and as ſhe might, per- 


to make that lawful, which it would not be 
in her power to prevent. 


In this diſpoſition: and: wich ibis defign, - 


he was admitted to ALMEIDA; who, with- 


out ſuſpicion of her danger, was expoſed to 


the ſevereſt trial, in which every paſſion con- 
curred to oppoſe her virtue: The was ſolicit- 
ed by all the powers of ſubtilty and deſire, 


under the appearance of a lover, whoſe ten- 


derneſs and fidelity had been long tried, and 


| haps, wiſh to ſanQify the pleaſure which ſhe 
might be not unwilling to repeat, or at leaft 
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whoſe paſſion ſhe returned with equal con- 


ſtancy and ardour; and ſhe was thus ſolicit- 
ed, when the rites which alone could conſe- 


crate their union, were impoſſible, and were 


rendered impoſſible by the guifty deſigns of 
2 rival, in whoſe power ſhe was, and from 
whom no other expedient offered her a deli- 


received. him with an exceſs of tenderneſs 
and joy, which flattered: all his hopes, and 


for a moment ſuſpended his miſery. She 


enquired, with a ſend and gentle ſolicitude, 


by what means he had gained admittance, 
and how he had provided for his retreat. 
He received and returned her careſſes with a 
vehemence, in which, to leſs partial eyes, 


deſire would have been more apparent than 


love; and in the tumult of his paſſion, he 


almoſt neglected her enquiries: finding, 


however, that ſhe would be anſwered, he 


told her, that being by the permiſſion. of 
Anon Ax admitted to every part of the 


palace, except that of the . he had 
CFF 
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found means to bribe the eunuch who kept 
the door; who was not in danger of detec- 

tion, becauſe ArmoRaN, wearied with the 

tumult and fatigue of the day, had retired 

to fleep, and given order to be called at a 
certain hour. She then complained of the 
ſolicitations to which ſhe was expoſed, ex- 
preſſed her dread of the conſequences ſhe had 
reaſon to expect from ſome ſudden ſally of 

the tyrant's rage, and related with tears the 
brutal outrage ſhe had ſuffered when he laſt 
left her: Though I abhorred him, ſaid 
ſhe, © I yet kneeled before him for thee. 
Let me bend in reverence to that Power, 
© at whoſe look the whirlwinds are ſilent, 
and the ſeas are calm, that his fury has 
22 been — from hurting 


At theſe words, the face of Ss of 
was again covered with the bluſhes of con- 
ſuſion: to be till, beloved only as Hamer, 
and as ALMORAN to be ſtill hated; to be 

3 thus 
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thus reproached without anger, and wound- 
ed by thoſe who knew not that they ſtruck 


him; was a ſpecies of miſery peculiar. to 
himſelf, and had been incurred only by the 
acquiſition of new powers, which he had 
requeſted and received as neceſſary to obtain 


that felicity, which the parſimony of nature 


| had placed beyond his reach. His emotions, 


however, as by ALM EIA they were ſup- 
poſed to be the emotions of Hamer, ſhe 


imputed to a different cauſe: * As Heaven, 
ſays ſhe, *© has preſerved thee from death; 


* ſo has it, for thy ſake, preſerved me from 


© violation. ALMORAN, whoſe paſſion 
had in this interval again ſurmounted his re- 


morſe, gazed eagerly upon her, and catch- 
ing her to his boſom; Let us atleaſt,” 


ſays he, * ſecure the happineſs that is now 


© offered; let not theſe ineſtimable moments | 


_ © paſs by us unimproved ; but to ſhew that 
s \we deſerve them, let them be devoted to 


4 Jave.” © Let us _ ſaid ALMEIDA, 
N _ | 
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© eſcape together. To eſcape with thee,” 
faid ALMORAN, is impoſſible. I ſhall re- 


© tire, and, like the fhaft of Arabia, leave 


, $ no mark behind me; but the flight of AT- 
© MEIDA will at once be traced to him by 
© whom I was admitted, and I ſhall thus 
_ © retaliate his friendſhip with deſtruQtion,” 
Let him then,” ſaid ALmgrDa, be the 
7 partner of our flight.” © Urge it not now, 
| faid ALMORAN; © but truſt to my prudence 
© and my love, to ſelect ſome hour that 
* will be more favourable to our purpoſe. 
© And yet,” ſaid he, * even then, we ſhall, 
as now, ſigh in vain for the completion of 
our wiſhes: by whom ſhall our hands be 
© joined, when in the opinion of the prieſts 
© it has been forbidden from above ?* Save 
© thyſelf then,” ſaid ALMERIA, and leave 
me to my fate.” Not fo,” ſaid ALMo- 
RAN. © What elſe, replied ALumDa, 
is in our power?” © It is in our power,” 
ſaid ALMORAN, to ſeize that joy, to 
* * which a public form can give us no new 
H.3 = 7M claim; 
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claim; for the public form can only de- 
* clare that right by which I claim it now.” | 


As they were now reclining upon a ſofa, 
he threw his arm round her; but the ſud- 
denly ſprung up, and burſt from him: the 
tear ſtarted to her eye, and ſhe gazed upon 
him with an earneſt but yet tender look : 
* it?' ſays ſhe—* No ſure, it is not the 
voice of HAuET I' O! yes,” ſaid AT- 

MORAN, © what other voice ſhould call 
tee to cancel at once the wrongs of H A- 
©. MET and ALMEIDA; to ſecure the trea- 
* ſures of thy love from the hand of the 
© robber; to hide the joys, which if now 
© we loſe we may loſe for ever, in the ſacred 
* and inviolable ſtores of the paſt, and place 
© them beyond the power not of ALMoRAN 

© only but of fate?” With this wild effuſion 
of defire, he caught her again to his breaſt, 
and finding no reſiſtance his heart exulted 
in his ſucceſs; but the next moment, to 
the total diſappointment of his hopes, he 
* 


wrt 
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perceived that ſhe had fainted in his arms. 
When ſhe recovered, ſhe once more diſen- 
gaged herſelf from him, and turning away 
her face, ſhe burſt into tears. When her 
voice could be heard, the covered herſelf 
with her veil, and turning again towards 
him, All but this,” ſaid ſhe, * I had learnt 
© to bear; and how has this been deſerved 
* by AtMziDA of HameT? You was 
my only ſolace in diſtreſs; and when 

* the tears have ſtolen from my eyes in 
© ſilence and in ſolitude, I thought on thee ; 
6 I thought upon the chaſte ardour of thy 
* ſacred'friendſhip, which was ſoftened, re- 
© fined, and exalted into love. This was my 
© hoarded treaſure; and the thoughts of poſ- 
© ſefling this, ſoothed all ay anguiſh with a 
« miſer's happineſs, who, bleſt in the con- 
© ſcioulneſs of hidden wealth, deſpiſes cold 
and bunger, and vejoices in the midſt of 
© all the miſeries that make poverty dread- 
* ful; 5. this v was my laſt retreat; but I am 


HA © now- 
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© now deſolate and forlorn, ' and my ſoul 
© looks round, with terror; for that refuge, 


© which it can never find.” *© Find that 


© refuge,” ſaid ALMORAN, in me.“ 


4 Alas l' ſaid ALMEIDA, can he afford 


© me refuge from my ſorrows, who, for the 
© puilty pleaſures of a tranſient moment, 


< would for ever fully the purity of my mind, 


* and aggravate misfortune by the conſciouſ- 
e neſs of guilt? - 

As ALMORAN now perceived, that it was 
| impoſſible, by any importunity, to induce 
her to violate her principles; he had no- 
thin more to attempt, but to ſubvert them. 

© When,” ſaid he, ſhall ALM AIDA awake, 
© and theſe dreams of folly and ſuperſtition 


«* vaniſh? That only is virtue, by which 


© happineſs is produced; and whatever pro- 


© duces happineſs, is therefore virtue; and 


© the forms, and words, and rites, which 
* prieſts have pretended to be requited by 


© Heaven, are the fraudful arts only by 


which they govern mankind,” 
| ALMEIDA, 
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_ Armzida,. by this impious inſult, was 
rouſed from grief to indignation : * As thou 
©- haſt now dared, ſaid ſne, to deride the 
laws, which thou wouldſt firſt have bro- 
* ken; ſo haſt thou broken. for ever the 
tender bonds, by - which my ſoul: was 
© united to thine. Such as I fondly: be- 
©-lieved. thee, thou art not; and what thou 
art, I have never loved. I have loved 
* a. deluſive phantom only, which, while 
.I. ſtrove. to graſp it, has vaniſhed. from 
„ me.“ ALMORAN attempted to reply; 
* but on ſuch a ſubject, neither her vir- 
tue nor her wiſdom would permit debate. 
That prodigy,” ſaid ſhe,. which I 
© -thought was the ſleight of cunning, or 
© the work of ſorcery, I now revere as the- 
voice of Heaven; which, as it knew thy 
heart, has in merey ſaved me from thy 
arms. To the will of Heaven ſhall my 
8. will be obedient; ; and my voice alſo ſhall' 
pronounce, 8 ALMORAN ALMEIDA.'. 


H; ALMORAN,, 


178 AL MORAN Au HAMET. 
Alox Ax, whoſe whole ſoul was now 
fuſpended in attention, conceived new hopes 


of ſucceſs; and foreſaw the certain accom- 
pliſhment of his. purpoſe, though by - an. 

effect dire cy contrary to that which he had: 
laboured to produce. Thus to have in- 

curted the hatred of ALMEID A in the form. 
of HamzT, was more fortunate than to 
have taken advantage of her love; the path 
that led to his withes was now clear and 
pen; and his marriage with Al uA in 


reſume it. He, therefore, inſtead of ſooth- 
ing, ' provoked her reſentment :- © If thou 

_ © haſt loved a phantom,” ſaid he, which 
©: exiſted only in imagination; on ſuch a 
phantom my love alſo has been fixed: 
thou haſt, indeed, only the form of what 
called AimziDa; my love thou haſb 
rejected, becauſe thou haſt never loved; 
© the object of thy paſſion was not Hawzr,. 
© but a throne ;. and thou haſt made the 
$ obſervaace-of rituals, in which folly only 
| 4 


lis own perſon, waited only till he could 
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© can ſuppoſe there is govd or ill, a pretence 
© to violate thy faith, that Og ill 

"wy P 


To this injurious og Abaearom: 
made no reply j and Al MORAN immediate. = 
ly quitted her apartment, that he might 
reaſſume his own figure, and take ad vantage 
of the diſpoſition which, under the ap- 
pearance of HAur, he had produced in 
favour of himſelf : But Oſmyn, who ſup- 
poſing hitn to be Hamer, had intercepted 
and detained him as he was going to Al- 
MEIDAz. now intercepted. him a ſecond 
time at his return, having placed himſelf. 
near the door of the apartment for that 


Oſmyn was by no means ſatisfied with 
the iſſue of their laſt interview: he had 
perceived a perturbation in the mind of 
 AtLMoRAN, for which, imagining him to 
be. HaMzT, he could not account; and 


* 
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which. ſeemed more: extraordinary upon a 


review, than when it happened; he, there- 


fore, again entered into converſation with 


him, in which he farther diſcloſed his ſen- 
timents and deſigns. - ALMORAN, notwith- 


ſtanding the impatience natural to his 
temper and ſituation, was thus long detain-. 
ed liſtening to Oſmyn, by the united in- 


fluence. of his curioſity and his fears; his 
enquiries ſtill alarmed him with new terrors,. 
by diſcovering new objects of diſtruſt,” and: 
new inſtances. of diſaffection: ſtill, how 


by any appearance of-ſuſpicion, and conſfe-: - 


quently learn with more eaſe, and deteQ* 


with more certainty, any project that might; 
de formed agaioſt him. 
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CHAP __ 


1 LMEIDA, as fron a5 the-was left 
alone, began to review the ſcene 
that had juſt paſt ; and was every moment 
affected with new wonder, grief, and re- 
ſentment. She now deplored her own miſ- 
fortune; and” now conceived” a deſign to 
puniſh the author of it, from - whoſe face 
| ſhe ſuppoſedthe hand of adverfity had torn 
the maſk under which he haddeceived her: 
it appeared- to her very "eaſy; to take 2 
| ſevere revenge upon Hamer for the in- 
dignity which- ſhe ſuppoſed he had offered 
her, by complaining of it to AtrMoran ; 
and telling him, that he had. gained admit- 
tance to her by bribing the. eunuch Who 
kept the door: The thought of thus giving: 
him up, was one moment rejected, as ariſing: 

from a vindiQtive ſpirit; and the next in- 
| 2 as an 48 of juſtice to enn, / 
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and a puniſhment due to the hypocriſy of. 
Hamer : to the firſt ſhe inclined, when 
Her grief, which was ſtill: mingled. with a 
was predominant; and to the laſt; when. 


* to indignations. 


| Thmarewe inclined 10 confider the ame 
either as a virtue, or a vice, by the 
influence of different paſſions, which prompt 


aQion, eit a 


us either to perform or to avoid it. Al- 


MEIDA, from deliberating whether ſhe 
ſhould accuſe Hamer to-ALMORAN, or 
conceal his fault, was led to conſider. what 


puniſhment he would either incur or eſcape 


in conſequence of her determination; and 


moment this became the object of her 
thoughts, at once determined her to be: 
ſilent ; ©: Could I bear to ſee,” ſaid ſhe, 


* that hand, which has ſo often 'trembled.; 


© with. delight. when it enfolded mine, 
l con- 
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* convulſed and black! thoſe eyes, that as. 
often as they gazed upon me were dif. 
* folved in tears of tenderneſs and love, 
© tart from the ſockets } and thoſe lips that 
© breached the ſofteſt ſighs of elegant deſire, 


« diſtorted. and: gaſping in Oy 
of death 


From: this image, her mind recoiled in 
an agony of terror and piety; her heart: 
funk within her; her limbs trembled; ſhe 
funk down upon the ſofa, and burſt into 
tears. 


By this time, Hamer, on whoſe form 
the — of ALMORAN was ſtill im 
preſſed, had: reached the palace, He went 
inſtantly towards the apartment of. the 
women. Inſtead of that chearful alacrity, 
that mixture of zeal and reverence and 


. -alfeQion, which his eye had been uſed to- 


Ta: wherever it. was turned, | he now ob- 
on ferved! | 
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ſerved confuſion, anxiety and terror; 1 
ever he met, made haſte to them- 
ſelves before him, and feared to look up tilt 


he was paſt. He went on, however, with a 


baſty pace; and coming up to the eunuch's 


guard, he ſaid with an impatient tone; 


© To ALM EID A.“ The ſlave immediately 


made way before him, and conducted him 


to the door of the apartment, which he. 
would not otherwiſe have. been able to find, 


and for which he could not directly enquire. 


When he entered, his countenance ex- 


preſſed all the paſſions that his ſituation had 
rouſed in his mind. He firſt looked ſternly 
round him, to ſee whether ALMORAN was 
not preſent ; and then fetching a deep ſigh: 
| he turned his eyes, with a look of. mournful. 
tenderneſs, upon ALMEIDA, His firſt view. 


was to diſcover, . whether Alu oRAN had 


already ſupplanted him; and for this pur-- 


ppſe he collected the whole ſtrength of his 
| TOA | Lol | tad > - 
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mind: he conſidered that he appeared now, 
not as Hamer, but as ALmMoRan ; and 
that he was to queſtion ALME1DA concern- 


ing ALMORAN, while ſhe had miſtaken 


him for HamgeT ; he was therefore to 
maintain the character, at whatever ex- 
pence, till his doubts were reſolved, and 
his fears either removed or confirmed : he 
was ſo firmly perſuaded, that ALMORAN 
had been there before him, that he did not 
aſk the queſtion, but ſuppoſed the fact; he 
reſtrained alike both his tenderneſs and his 
fears; and looking earneſtly upon ALMEI- 
DA, Who had riſen up in his preſence with 
bluſhes and confuſion, © To me, ſays he, 
© is ALMEIDA ſtill cold? and has ſhe laviſh- 
'© ed all her love upon Hamer “' 


At the name of Hamer, the bluſhes and 

confuſion of ALMEIDA increaſed : her mind 
was ſtill full of the images, which had riſen 
from the thought of what Hamer might 
ſuffer, if Alu OoRAN ſhould know tha 


t he 
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that their interview was diſcovered, yet ſhe 
hoped it might be only ſuſpeQed, and in 

that caſe the removal or confirmation of 

the ſuſpicions, on which the fate of Ha- 

MET depended, would devolve upon her. 


In this fitvation, ſhe, who had but a 


few moments before doubted, whether ſhe 
| ſhould not voluntarily give him up, when 


nothing more was neceſſary for his ſafety 


than to be filent ; now determined, with 
whatever relnQance, to ſecure him, though 
it could not be done without diffimolation, 
and though it was probable that in this dif- 
fimulation the would be detected. Inſtead, 


therefore, of anſwering the queſtion, the. 


repeated it: On whom ſaid my lord, on 


< Havuzr ? HamzT, whole ſuſpicions 


were increaſed by the evaſion, replied with 
great emotion, © Aye, on Hamer; did he 
not this moment leave vou © Leave me 


"6 thi ; 
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© this moment?“ ſaid ALMEIDA, with yet : 
greater confuſion, and deeper bluſhes. Ha- 


MET, in the impatience of his jealouſy, 
concluded, that the paſſions which he ſaw 
expreſſed in her countenance, and which 
aroſe from the ſtruggle between her regard 
to truth and her tenderneſs for HamzrT, 
proceeded. from the conſciouſneſs of what 
be had moſt reaſon to dread, and ſhe to 
conceal, a breach of virtue, to which ſhe 
had been betrayed by his own appearance 


united with the vices of his brother : he, 
therefore, drew back from her with a look 
of inexpreſſible anguiſh, and ftood fome 


time ſilent. She obſerved, that in his coun- 
tenance there was more expreſhon of 
trouble, than rage; ſhe, therefore, hoped 
to divert him from purſuing his enquiries, 


by at once removing his jealouſy 3 which 
mne ſuppoſed would be at an end, as ſoon as 


ſhe ſhould diſcloſe the reſolution - ſhe had 


taken in his favour. Addreſſing him, there- 


fore, As ALMQRAN, a a voice which 


though 


% 
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though it was gentle and ſoothing, was yet 
mournful and tremulous; * Do not turn 
© from me,” ſaid ſhe, * with thoſe unfriendly 
and frowning looks: give me now that 
© love which ſo lately you offered, and with 
© all the future I will atone the paſt,” “ 


| Upon Hamer, whoſe heart involuntarily 

anſwered to the voice of ALM EIA, theſe 
words had irreſiſtible and inſtantaneous 
force; but recollecting, in a moment, whoſe 
form he bore, and to hom they were 
addreſſed, they ſtruck him with new afto- 
niſhment, and increaſed the torments of his 
mind. Suppoſing what he at firſt feared 
had happened, and that AlMoRAu had 
ſeduced her as HameT ; he could not ac- 
count for her now addreſſing him, as At- 
MORAN, with words of favour and compli- 
ance : he, therefore, renewed his enquiries 
concerning himſelf, with apprehenſions of 
à different kind. She, who was ſtill ſoli- 
eitous to put an end to the enquiry, as 


ALMORAN any HAMET. 189 
well for the ſake of Hamer, as to prevent 
her own embarraſſment, replied - with a 
ſigh, © Let not thy peace be interrupted 
© by one thought of Hamer ; for of 

© HamitT ALntipa ſhall think no more. 

Haur, who, though he had fortified 

himſelf againſt whatever might have hap- 
pened to her perſon, could not bear the 

alienation of her mind, cried out, with 
looks of diſtraQtion and a voice ſcarcely 

human, Not think of HAMET I' Armer- 
DA, whoſe aſtoniſhment was every moment 
increaſing, replied, with a tender*and in- 

tereſting enquiry, Is ALMORAN then 
© offended, that ALMRID A ſhould think of 
© Hamer no more? Hamer, being thus 
addreſſed by the name of his brother, again 
recolleQed his ſituation ; and now firſt con- 
ceived-the idea, that the alteration of AL- 
MEDA's ſentiments with reſpe& to himſelf, 
might be the effect of ſome violence offered 
her by Al Mon Ak in his likeneſs; he, there- 
fore, recurred to his firſt purpoſe, * 

U 
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26 4 | by a li A iry, to diſc v r, 
whether ſhe had ſeen him under that ap- 


pearance. This enquiry he urged with the 


utmoſt ſolemnity and ardour, in terms 
ſuitable to his any 1 and ſitua- 


tion: © Tell me,” ſaid he, © have theſe 


doors been open to HameT ? Has he 


© obtained poſſeſſion of that treaſure, which, | 
* by the voice of Heaven, has deen en 


© tome? 


- To this double queſtion, Al MRI p A an- 


| Twered by a ſingle negative; and her anſwer, 


| therefore, was both falſe and true: it was 
true that her perſon was till inviolate, and 
it was true alſo that Hamer had not been 


admitted to her ; yet her denial of 'it was 
_ Falſe, for ſhe believed the contrary ; Al o- 


' RAN only had been admitted, but ſhe had 
received him as his brother. HAMEr, 
however, was ſatisfied with the anſwer, and 
did not diſcover its fallacy. He looked up 


to Heaven, with an expreſſion of gratitude 


and 


ee e ee 
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and joy; and then turning to ALMEIDA, 
<-Swear then,” faid he, that thou haſt 
granted to HamzT, no pledge of thy 
© love which ſhould be reſerved for me.“ 
more than the aſſeveration neceſſary to 
quiet his mind, immediately complied : © I 
© ſwear,” faid ſhe, that to Hau I have 
given nothing, which thou wouldſt wiſh 
me to with-hold: the power that has de- 
voted my perſon to thee, has diſunited my 
© heart from HameT, whom I renounce 
_ © in thy preſence for ever.” | 


| Hauer, whoſe fortitude and recolleQion 
were again overborne, was thrown into an 
agitation of mind, which diſcovered itſelf 
| by looks and geſtures very different from 
thoſe which ALMEIp A had expected, and 
overwhelmed her with new confuſion and 

diſappointment : that he, who had ſo lately 
ſolicited her love with all the vehemence 
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of a defire impatient to be gratified, ſhould 
now receive a declaration that ſhe was 
ready to comply, with marks of diſtreſs 
and anger, was a myſtery which ſhe could 
not ſolve. In the mean time, the ſtruggle 
in his breaſt became every moment more 


violent: Where then, ſaid he, is the 
© conſtancy which you vowed to Hamer ; 
© and for what inſtance of his love is he 
* now forſaken ?? 


ALMEIDA was now more embarraſſed 
than before; ſhe felt all the force of the re- 
proof, ſuppoſing it to have been given by AL- 
MORAN ; and ſhe could be juſtified only by 
relating the particular, which at the ex- 

pence of her ſincerity ſhe had determined to 
conceal, ALMORAN was now exalted in 
her opinion, while his form was animgted 
by the ſpirit of Hamer; as much as 
HAMET had been degraded, while his form 
was animated by the ſpirit of ALMoran. 
In his reſentment of her perivdy to his rival, 


though 
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though it favoured his fondeſt and moſt ar- 
dent wiſhes, there was an abhorrence of 
— and a generoſity of. mind, which ſhe 
ſuppoſed to have been incompatible with 
his character. To his reproach, ſhe. could 
reply only by complaint ; and could. no- 
otherwiſe evade his queſtion, than by ob- 
ſerving the inconſiſtency of his own; beha- 
viour: © Your words, ſaid ſhe, © are'dag- 
'* gers to my heart. Von condemn me for 
A compliante with your own wiſhes; and 
or obedience- to that voice, which 70% 
< ſuppoſed to have revealed the will of Hea- 
den. Has the caprice of deſire already: 
© wandered'to a new object? and: do y 
now ſeek 2 pretence to refuſe, wen it is 
< freely offered, hat ſo lately you would 
W 30 * 15 


ie: 1 a Sabi 
ſentment againſt MM nA, whon yet he 
could not behold without deſire; and who, 
at the ſame moment, was imputient᷑ to re- 
Vor. II. 1 venge 
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venge his wrongs upon Aimoran ; was 
ſaddenly prompted to ſatisfy all his paſſi- 


ons, by taking advantage of the v, 


of ALMORAN and the perfidy 2 


MEIDs, to defeat the one and to puniſh 
the other. It was now in his power in- 


ſtantly to conſummate hi arriage, is a 
_ prieſt might be — 
ment's delay, and as AlxtE D A's conſent 


ithout 2 mo- 


was already given; he would then obtain 
the poſſeſſion of her perſon, by the very 
act in which ſhe perfidioufly reſigned it to 


his:rival; to whom he would then leave 


the beauties he had already poſſeſſed, and 


imagination was fired with the firſt con- 


ception of this deſign, he caught her to 


his breaſt with a fury, in which all the 
paſſiens in all their rage were at once con- 


one moment, in this inſtant, x ow, our 


> 


mind that he could never love. As his 


„ ſtantiy unite us. Let e i 
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0 whos of being, 2and' exclude alike the 


« future and the paſt!? Then graſping bet 
ſtin in his arms, he looked up te henven: 
©Ye powerd ſcd he, © inviſible but pet 
e preſent; who "mould? my changing und 
© unrefiſtitiy forts; prolong, but for one 
6 hour, that myſterious charm, that is 
© now upon me, and 1 der bee aftet 
© ſabſerviett to your will © fie DISA ? 

5 ann wits 5 oY 82 ll 1 

Aluiiv x; e whe tered thefu. 

nous  ardor of this unintelligible addteſs, 
ſhrunk from His. embrace, band and trem- 
blie, without power to reply. HAT 
gazed tenderly pon her; and recolfelt. 
ing the purity and tenderneſs 'with Which 
he had loved her, his virtues ſuddenly re- 
covered their force; he diſmiſſed her from 
his! embrace; and turding from her, he 
dtopped in ſitence che tear that ſtarted t6 
his eye, und expreſſed, in a low and faul- 
tering voice; the thouglits that ruſhed 
bes his mind : No,“ ſaid he; © Hamer 


1 2063] I 2 . ſhall | 


ww 
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< ſhall fill difdamn the joy, which is at 
_ © ance; ſordid; and tranfient: in the breaſt 
+ of Hawzr, luſt ſhall; not be the pany 
dene teronge. > Shall I Who have lan- 
„ guiſhed. for, che pere delight, which, can 
OE bre the isterchange of ſul 
avidin: ow — fhall 1 1 
my features and degrades my virtue, a 
< gaſmal poſſeſſiom of, faithleſß beauty, which 
L deſpiſe: and hate? Let this be the por- 
tian of thoſe, that hate mf, without „ 
czuſe : but let this be UF 0 
At this thoughts. be felt. 2. ſudden, det 
of mind; and, abe conſcio dignity .0 
"virtues. that in, ſuch a.coufl was vidorir 
-Qu3,. rendered him, in this glorious, mo- 
ments ſuperior, to wipfortune: his , gelr 
dune became cim, and. his; countenance 
ſegates, he gonſidered the: wrongs, he fuf- 
fered, not as, a; ſuſſerer, but 280 u judyes 
and. be: determines: at oncs ta diſcorer 


© 1 
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kkafelf to At MRD and to roproich her 
eee eee e a 
without! pity, a tire effect nut bf grief bu 

of guilt; and Gixinghis n ee 
ide ealm/ſeverity of a ſaperivr uni often- 
ed being, Sach, aid he, . the bene - 
elende of e Almighty w the children 
« of the daſt, that our mſortunes — 
Fer — 


MMD A, * fucultie e now 
fuſpended by wonder-andexpectitien, look- 
aye — Me. 
& Thy {ooks,) l Hamer, .* arc full of 
ebe revealed. Thou knoweſt the prodigy, 
Sich ſo lately parted HaszxT and A- 
©2cx304: 1 un that Hax, they art that 
AAA A.  ALMEIDa would now have 


interrupted him but Harty raiſed his 


voice, and. demanded to be heard; * At 
< that anaatrat,”. ſaid he, © wretched as I 
. 7 13 e _- 
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© which had been written upon my head ʒ 
© for I then thought thee faithful and con- 
© ſtant: but if our hands had been then 
© united, I ſhould have been more wretch- 
ed than I am; for I' now know that 
thou art fickle and falſe. To know thee, 
* though'it has pierced | my; ſoul with ſor- 
© row, has yet healed the wound which 
© was inflifted when I lob they: and. the 
e whoſe: read. 
© ment diſpracing mine, yet in the balance] 
© ſhalt be weighed as HauzT, and 1 halt 
© ſulfer only wt e nA 
4 with, +: -oof4 OT 
1 mind was now in-# 
eres ina labyrinth of doubt and won- 
der, and alike dreading the conſequence of 
what ſhe heard, whether it was falſe or 
true, was yet impatient to confute-oricon- 
4 8 8 1 EM firm 
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firm it ; and as ſoon as ſhe had recovered 
her ſpeech, | urged him for ſome token of 
the prodigy, he aſſerted, which, he might 
eaſily have given, by relating any of the 
incidents which - themſelves only could 
know. But juſt a this moment, ALMO- 
RAN, having at laſt diſengaged. 

from Oſmyn, by whom he had been long 
N and 


upon Raus e powers were foddenly 
ſtant ; and ſhe beheld the features of A- 
MORAN; vaniſh, and gazed with: aſtoniſh- 
ment upon his own: C Thy features 
i change l' ſaid 3 and thou indeed art 
Hauzr.“ * The ſudden trance, ſaid. he, 
* has. reſtored; me to my ſelf; and from 
. © my wrongs, where ſhalt thou be-hidden?? 
This: reproach was more than ſhe: could 
ſuſtain; z but he caught her as ſhe was 
falling, and ſupported her in his arms. 
* incident renewed in a moment all 
* the 


| 
1 
= 
VP 
. 


in Which the had been taken; and her firſt | 


chan to explain them to Hamer ; which, 
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the tenderneſs of his love: while he be- 
held der "diſtreſs, and preſſed her by che 
embrace that ſuſtained her to his boſom, 
he forgot every injury whith he "ſuppoſed 
the had done him; and perceived her reco- 
ver with a' pleaſtire, that for a . 
eee a 
nord b. 5 


Her eit refeRion was yew the "A 


ſenſation was joy that ſhe had eſcaped: ſhe 
ſaw at onee the whole compheation- of 
events that bad deceived and\Uiftreſfed her z 
and nothing more was now neceſſary, 


however, the could not do, without diſ- 


covering the infincerity of her anſwers to. 
che enquiries which be kad made, white 
the \miftook'him'for his brother: © If in 


my heart,” ſays the thou haſt found, 
any virtue, let it incline thee to pity the. 
vice that is mingled with it: by the vice. 
* * been enſnared, but 1 have been. 
| _ delivered 
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* delivered by . the. virtue. ALMORAN» 
« for now I know that it; was not thee, . 


« was with me: be profaned thy love, 
« by attempts to ſupplant my virtue; 1 


© xefiſted his importunĩty, and eſcaped per: 


« dition g but the guilt of ALMORAN 
«© drew my reſentment upon Hauzr. I 
7 tbobght the vice. which, under thy form, 


« I diſcovered | in his boſom, were thine; 
a andi in the anguiſh of grief, indignation, 


« apd diſappointment, | my heart renounced 
« thee : Jet as I could not give thee up to 
2 death, 4 could not diſcover to ALMo- 
© RAN the attempt which 1 imputed do 
* thee; | when you queſtioned me, there- 
Ty „ e ALMORAN, I was, | betrayed | to 
« "emulating, by. the tenderneſs which 


PITT IE IXETT, 


«Kt, meh ted my. "heart for e [ 


3 in a tranſport to his breaſt: <1 love thee , 
ih or thy virtue; and may the pure and 


xalted beings, who are peter to the 
be paſſions 


© ALMPRAN, when he poſſeſſed thy form, 


x8 
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« paſſions that now thrqþ in my heart, r- 


« give me, if 1 love thee alſo for thy fault. 
Vet, let the danger to which it betray- 


« ed thee, teach us ſtill to walk in the 


* ſtraight path, and commit the keeping 
© of our peace to the Almighty ; for he 
| © that wanders in the maze 6f falſchobs, 
c ſhall paſs by the good that he would 
* meet, and ſhall meet the evil that he 
would ſhun. I alſo was tempted ; but I 
© was ſtrengthened to reſiſt: if I had uſed 
$4 « the power, which. I derived from the 
© arts that have beef praiſed againſt ine, 


*to return evil for evil; if T had not dis- 


« dained a ſecret and unavowed revenge, 
* and the unhallowed pleaſi ures of a brutal 


6 appetite; 1 might have poſſeſſed thee in 


«the form of ALMORAN, and have v wrong- 
ed irreparably myſelf and thee: for 
, how- could I have been admitted, as 
« Hawzr, to the beauties which I had 
* 1 as Alon an 7 and how couldſt 
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thou have given, to ALMORAN, what in 
9 2 had been n * er * 


CHAP. XVII. 


UT while bes and Hauer 
were thus congratulating each other 
upon the evils which they had eſcaped, 
they were threatened! by others, which, 
however * Fa had overlooked: 


40 


tap who was now evlthiy: in 
the proſpet̃t of ſucceſs that had exceeded his 
hopes, and who ſuppoſed the poſſeſſion of 
Al MEI A before the end of the next hour, 
was as certain as that the next hour would 
arrive, ſuddenly entered the apartment; 
but upon diſcovering Hamer, he ſtarted 
4 back aſtoniſhed and diſappointed. Hawrr 
"ſtood unmoved; ; and regarded him with 2 
fixed and ſteady look, that at once re- 
proached and confounded him. What 
= "OREN ' fall Mason A, has been 
C | Prague 
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Cl * praBiiſed againſt me ? What has brought 
«thee to this place; and 'how haſt thou 
gained admittance ?* © Againſt thy peace, 
 faid Hamert,'* no treachery has been 
© praftiſed, but by thyſelf. By thoſe arts 

«in which thy vices have employed the 


© hither ;| and by thoſe arts 1 have gained = 


© admittance: thy form which they have 
« impoſed upon me, was my paſſport and. 
by the reſtoration of my own, I have 
detected and diſappointed the fraud, 

« which the double, change was produced | 
to execute. ALMEIDA, whom, as Ha- 

© MET, thou couldſt teach to hate thee, it 
© is now. impoſſible that, as eg 
eee tench-10 lonwe!,! Tis 


NIA, "who perceived the be b 
be gathering, which the next moment 
would burſt upon the head of Hauzr, i in- 
terpoſed between them, and addreſſed each 
0 them by turns; urging Hauzx to be 
18 1 ns 3 Fn ſitent, 
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filent, and conjuring ALmorAw to be 
merciful. | ALMoRAN: however, with- 
out regarding ALMA, or making any 
reply to Hamer, ſtruck the ground with 
his foot, and the meſſengers of death, to 
whom the ſignal was familiar, appeared at 
tem to ſeize his brother, with a counte- 
nance pale and livid, and a voice that was 
broken by rage. Hauer was ſtill unmo- 
ved; but Aub A threw herſelf at the 
feet of AtxorAN, | and embracing: his 
knees was about to ſpeak, but be broke 
from her with ſudden fury: If the world 
© ſhould ſue, ſaid he, I would ſpurn it 
off. There is no pang that cunning can 
invent, Which he ſhall not ſuffer: and 
© when death at length ſhall difappoint my 
© vengeance, his, mangled limbs ſhall be 
© caſt out unburied, to feed the beaſts of 
© the deſert and the fowls of heaven.“ 
During this menace, ALMzipa ſunk down 
e han of 1 and Hamer 2 
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gling in vain for liberty to raiſe her from 
the ground, ſhe was carried off by ſome 


In this awful criſis, HamtT, who felt 


his own fortitude give way, looked up; 


and though he conceived no words, a-pray- 
er aſcended from his heart to heaven, and 
was accepted by Him, to whom our 
thoughts are known while they are yet 
afar off. For Hamer, the fountain of 
as dase bs hope. He — dhe 
guard that were leading him away to ſtop, 


and they implicitly ' obeyed 3 he then 


' ſtretched out his hand towards ALMORAN, 
: whoſe | _ was rebuked before him 
Hear me,“ ſaid he, thou tyrant! for it it 


i thy "MM that ſpeaks by my voice. 
What has been the fruit of all thy guilt, 


© but accumulated miſery? What joy haſt 
* * Uerived' from e empire? 
5 © what 
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© what Joy from the orchibihion -of- my 

© marriage with ALMEIDA ?.. what good 
from that power, which ſome evil dæ- 
mon has added to thy own? what, at 

© this moment, is thy portion, but rage 
and anguiſh, diſappointment, and deſpair ? 
© Even: I, whom thou ſeeſt the captive of 
£ thy power, hom thou haſt wronged of 
© empire, and yet more of love; even I 
© am happy in -compariſon of thee. 1 
© know that my ſufferings, however multi- 
«* plied, are ſhort; for they ſhall end with 
« life, and no life is long: then hall the 
C everlaſting . ages commence; ; and throu gh 
« everlaſting ages thy ſufferings ſhall | in- 
© creaſe. The moment is now near, when 

© thou ſhalt tread that line which alone is 
5 the path to heaven, the narrow path that 
© 1s ſtretched | over the pit, which ſmokes 
«© for ever, "and for ever ! When thine 
© aking eye ſhall look forward to the end 
« that is far diſtant, and when behind thou 
* ſhalt find no retreat ; 3. when thy ſteps ſhall 
3 faulter, 


\ ee. 445} 
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« faulter, and thou ſhalt tremble at the 
depth beneath, which thought itſelf is 
© not able to fathom; then {hall the angel 
« of  diftribution lift his inexorable hand 
1 againſt thee : from the irremeable way: 
c ſhall thy- feet be ſmitten ; thou ſhalt 
« plange in the burning flood; and tho“ 
© thou that live for ever, COIN * 
70 more. | 


1 the words of Hamer ſtruck ALuo- 
RAN with terror, and over-awed him by 
an influence which he could not ſurmount; ; | 
Hauk r was. forced from his preſence, be- 
fore any other orders had been given about 
him, than were implied in the menace that 
was addreſſed to Alz; no "violence, 
therefore, was yet offered him; but he 
was ſecured, till the king 8 pleaſure thould 
be known, in a dungeon not far from the 
palace, to which he was conducted b 
ſubterraneous paſſage; and the door being 
9 upon Mm, he was left i in 4 

gt darkneſs, 
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darkneſs, and ſolitude, ſuch as may be ima- 
gined before the voice of —_ re 6-0 
. . ur . | 


| When ALMORAN was u ſoffcienty 55501. 

| tefied to conſider his ſntuation, he deſpair- 
ed of prevailing upon AIDA to gratify 
his withes, till Her attachment to HAU r 


. 


was irreparably broken, and be, therefore, 
teſolved to put him tu death. Wich this 
view he repeated the fignal, which con- 
rened the miviſters' of death to his pre- 
mtr egen dap s loſt in et 


bene, from whom be received th 


1 — * Farm. 
now into thy preſence by the 
„be uf «' ſuperior power; whom, 
tif I Thould dare to diſobey, the energySf 
* his will might drive me, in a moment, 
N. ea; 

Sof 


_ 210 AEMORAN any HAME F. 


* of thought, to ſpend. eternity alone, with- 
out comfort, and without hope.” and what, 
ſaid ALMORAN;, is the will of this mighty 
and tremendous being ?” His will,” ſaid 
the Genius, © þ will reveal to thee. Hi- 
© therto, thou haſt been enabled to lift the 
rod of adverſuy againſt thy brother, by | 
powers which nature has not. entruſted 
* to man: 3s;theſe powers, and.theſe only, 
© have put him into thy hand, thou art 
© forbi to lift it againſt his life ; if 
*thou-hadſt prevailed againſt bim- by hy 
own power, thy own power would: not 
eee, 
©to * A the 3 which 
© thou ſhalt conceive a thought to cut him 
off by violence, the. puniſhment of thy 
diſobedience ſhall commence, and the 


„ pangs of; death ſhall be vpan/ thee,” If 


ehen, ſaid ALMORAN, * this awful power 
©is the friend of Hamzr ; what yet re- 
mains, in the ſtores. of n. tor 


me? 


* 
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© me? Wut. Lam at once preclu- 
* ded from peace, and ſafety, and. enjoy- 
ment. Look up faid. the Genius, 
for the iron hand of defpair is not yet 
© upon thee. Thou canſt be happy, only 
by his death, and his life, thou art for- 
© biden: to take. away: yet, mayſt thou 
« dies by his own hand, thy wiſhes will be 
full. O name, ſaid AlNMOmAN, but the 
4 means, and it ſhall this moment be ac- 
< compliſhed l. ( Select, * . Geni- 
«us, -* ſome friend 

hdd 4 fr RA hpi | 
At the name of dend, ig 
ſtarted and looked round in deſpair. He 
« yet life, ſaid he, © I fear the face of man; 
he of a. ſavage- that is prowling for- his 
prey.'  * Relinquiſh not yet thy hopes,” 
od the Gains; | 2 
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"with Jeyfully confidt man be found. Let 
him ſecretly obtain zamittabce to Hx- 
© MET, as | "if. by Realm; let frim 
© an abhorrence of thy reigh, and 'com- 
paſſion for his mixfortumes ; tet him pre- 
"tend that the rack is bag get nv 
for him; that death is intvitible,/ bu 
that torment may be avoided: det be 
„then give him a poignard;, as the inftry- 
© ment of deliverance ; and; perhape, dis 
© vin hand may firike the Blow, that thall: 
give thee pence.” *:Bot-who,2faid RAM 
RAN, * ſhall; go upon dm. important'er- 
rand?“ Who, replied tlie. Genius, but 
* wouldſt have ſent “I,, ave ſent 
+ Olnya,” ſaid Artoran, but that vt 
5 know' bim to be 2 traitor. Let the 
form of Ofaryn then,” ſaid the Genius, 
5 be'thine. "The ſhadoms of the evening 
© have now ſtretched themielves upon the 
N command Oimyn to: attend thee 
5 _ © alone 
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© alone in the grove, where Solyman, thy 
father, us uſed to meditats by night; 
< and when thy form ſhall be impreſſed 

upon him, I will there feal his eyes in 
„lep, till the. charm. ſhall be broken; 
© ſo.ſhall no evil be attempted againſt thee, 
| 4 and the 8 Jhall be enn 
1 — n 


4 5 5 * E ® 
i2 


: 5 
his gratitude and jay ; but the Genius ſud- 
denly diſappeared. He: began, therefore, 
immediately to follow the: inftruQtions that 
he had received: he: commanded Ofiniyth 
every. other to approach; by the power 
of the taliſman he aſſumed his appearance, 
and ſave him fink down in the ſupernia- 
rural: ſtumber before him: . 
60d dhe places ind piepiretto a 
wur in ee, it 3 nnn 


. , * . [4 „ * 
: 1 2 | 1 24 6 * * : * - * . 
P 9 St; bu 6 . 3 » 4 & * . 


fl 
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CHAP. vm. 


E officer © 4 Saunas bed- d 
| guard that kept the gate vf the pri- 
ſon, was Caled. He was now next in 
truſt and power to Oſmyn: but as he had 
propoſed a revolt to HAN, in which 


Oſmyn had refuſed to concur, he knew 
dreaded leſt, for ſome Alight offence, 'or | 


in ſome fit of \cauſeleſs difpleaſure, he 
ſhould -diſcloſe the ſecret to ALMORAN, 
death. To ſecure this fatal ſecret, and 


put an end to his inquietude, he reſolved 


from the moment that AAuMokAN was 
eſtabliſhed upon the throne, to find ſome 
apportunity ſecretly to deſtroy, Oſmyn: in 
this, reſolution, he was confirmed: by the 


enmity, . which inferior minds never, fail 
to conceive againſt that merit, which they 


cannot but envy without ſpirit to . 


A 1 3 and 
9 © 9 * A — : 
F 5 d * : 


increaſ 


el in tl 
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and by which they feel themſelves diſgra- 
ced without an effort to acquire equal ho- 
nour; it was confirmed alſo by the hope 
which Caled had: conceived, ' that, upon 
the:death of Oſmyn, he ſhould fucceed to 
his poſt: his apprehenſions likewiſe were 
increaſed, by the gloom which he remark - 
ed in the countenance of Oſmyn; and which 
not knowing that it aroſe from fear, he im- 

3 150 to: S" jealoufy- and mallevolence. 


SON 


pv ad a2 who had now aſſum- 
ell the appearance of Oſmyn, had paſſed 
the ſubterranean avenue to the dungeon in 
which 'HamzT was confined, he was met 
by Caled; of whom he demanded admit- 
tance to the prince; and produced his own 
ſignet, as a teſtimony that he came with 
the authority of the king. As it was C 
led's intereſt to ſecure the favour of Of. 
myn till an opportunity ſheuld offer to cut 
him off, he received him with every poſſi- 
by mark of * and reverence ; and 


when 
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when he. was, gone into the dungeon, he 
commanded. a beverage to be prepared, for 
him .agamſt he ſhould. return, in which 
ſuch. ſpices were infuſed, as might expel. 


the malignity, which, in that place, might 
be T ved with the breath of life; 1 


When Ke at een 
with « lamp which he had received from 
Caled, hefonnd Hamer ſitting upon the 
ground: his cotmtenance was impreſſed. 
with the charaGers of grief; but it retains 
ed. no marks either of anger or fear. When 
he looked up, and ſaw the features of O 
mayn, he judged. that the mates were be- 
: hind him; and, therefore, roſe - up, to 
Prepare, himſelf for death. AlNenAR be-: 
held his calmneſs; and fortitude with the in- 
voluntary praiſe of admication; yet perſiſi- 
_ edin-his pur pbſe withotit remorſe; *T am 
me ſaid he, by the command of At 
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. MORAN, to denounce. that fate, the bit- 

e terneſs of which I will enable. thee to 

© avoid.” And what is there,“ ſaid Hamer, 
in my fortunes, that has prompted thee 

to the danger of this attempt ?* © The ut- 

_ © moſt that I cangive thee,” ſaid ALMORAN, 

© I can give thee without danger to myſelf: 
but though I have been placed, by the 

© hand of fortune, near the perſon ef the 

_ ©:tyramt,- yet has my heart in ſecret been 

ſ chy friend. If Lam the meſſenger of evil, 
| © jimputsit to him only by-whom it is de- 
© viſed. © The rack is now preparing to re- 
© ceive thee; and every art of ingenious cru- 
* elty wilt be exhdufled to protract and to 
= the agonies of death.“ And 
what, ſaid Hauzr, © can. thy friendſhip 
— eim offer .thet,” ſaid At- 


5 ven, * that which w at once diſmiſs 
«Hike 40'thoſe regions] whine; the wicked 

< ceaſe from troubling, and.theweary reſt 

© for ever.“ He then produced the poig- 
nard From his boſom; and preſenting it to 
vol. I. n aur, 


% 
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Har, + Take thing" n "TOP 
in * / | 


ee nn > 
fadden: joy at the ſight of ſo-unexpeQted a 
rele, that he was not at Hberty to wpply It: 
de ſuatched it in à tranſporti from the hand 

ef -Avmoran, ind-expreſied his ſenſe f 
the obligation by elaſping hin in his arms, 
and ſhedding 'the ears of Fratitude in his 
ra ? ſkid AU nA: this 
moment I muſt. leave thee 3 and in the 

« next, Perhape, the meſſengers of deſtruc · 

tion may bind thex to the rack, I Ill 

be quick, laid Hamer: and dhe ih. 

that ſhall laſt linger upon mn lips, {hall 

© bleſs thee. They then bid each other 

farewell: ALMORAN,; retired, frem the 

ee, \and the door. W * | 
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© "Caled, who wiited-at the Joar till che 
fappoſed Oſmyn thould retarn, preſented 
bim with the beverage which be had pre- 
pared, of which he recounted the virtues 3 
andthaving $oagetly:drank it of, returned to 
ra 2A Gon wh are, he 
in a ſhort time a meſſenger woold n 
patched to acquaint him with the death of 
Hur.  Hamtr, in che mean time, 
be, © is my peſſport to the tea of Peace, 
Lid hoy einer from what en 
derb hope itt deathly from thee patient 
and preſerving virtue, and from that 
F alone, by which we fulfill . robe 
r EY PIN bk wr 
ted us: vpon-the earth. "= 


K 2 
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duty, to ſuffer, as well as ad IF tay 

own hand conſigus me to the grave, what 
can it do but perpetuate that miſery, 
which, by diſobedience, 1 would ſhun? 
what can it do, but cut off my life and 
* hope together? With this refleQion' he 
drew the dagger from him; and ftretching. 
himſelf again upon the ground, reſigned 
hiraſelf o the diſpoſal of the Father of man, 
W ROTANIE 


1 


6 who had. now "clolved to 
fend for the intelligence which he longed to 
hear, was diſpatching a meſſenger to the 
priſon, when he was told that Caled deſi- 
red admittance to his preſence. - At the 
name of Caled, he ſtarted up in an extaſy 
of joy; and not doubting but that Hauer 
was dead, he ordered him to be inſtantly 
admitted. When he came in, ALworan 
made no enquiry, about HauzT, becauſe 
he would not appear to expect the event, 
which yet he — he had brought 

about; | 
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about; he, therefore, aſked him only up- 
on what buſineſs he came. I come; my 


* lord,” ſaid: he, to apprize thee of the 


© treachery of Oimyn. *I know, ſaid 


 ALMORAN,.*that Oſmyn is a traitor; but 


© of what doſ thou accuſe him?” © As I was 
© but now, ſaid he, changing the guard 

© which is ſet upon Hamer, Oſmyn came 
| © up to.the-door-of the.priſon, . and-pro- 
«ducing the royal ſignet demanded admit. 
© tance. As the command which I receiv- 


«rd, when. he. was delivered to my cuſto- 


ds was abſolute, that no foot ſhould 


enter, I doubted whether the token had 


not: been obtained, by fraud, for ſome 


© other purpoſe; yet, as he required admit- 


_ © tance. only, I complyed: but that if any 


© treachery had been contrived, . I might 
detect it; and that no artifice might be 


©-praQtiſed to favour. an : eſcape ; I waited 


© myſelf at the door, and liſtening to their 


C diſcourſe I over-heard- the treaſon that-I 
* ſuſpeAed,” What then,“ faid ALMORAN, 
e * diſt 


* 1 
1413 ** == 
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« didſt thou hear *A part of what was ſaid,? 
replied Caled, © eſcaped me: but I heard 


« Oſmyn, like a perfidious and preſump- 
© tuous flave, call At MmoRAN a'tyrant; F 


© heard him profeſs an inviolable friend- 


ip for Hamer, and affure him of de- 
— | What were the mevnes know 


+ poſed that the effet was y certain. 


1 Gut be i Was ene 
ent to hear of Hamer; and diſcotered, 


that if he was dead, his death was un- 


known to Caled; was yet notwithſignding 


rejoiced at what he heard + and as be kinew 
what Caled told him to be true, as the 
converſation he' lnted had pulſe he | | 

pleaing coalidence that he had et a fri; 
the looms of ſuſpicion, which had tnvoly- 
eck his mind, were diſſipated, and his con- 
tenance brightened with complacency and 


* r 


death, 
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death,, only becauſe he could! appoint no 
man to ſucreed him, of whom his fears did 
nat render hien equally ſufpicicus: hut 
having now found,, in Caled, à friend; 
whoſe fidelity had been approved when 
there had ben uo intention w te) it; and 
being impatient te reward bis zeal, and to 
inveſt his fidelity; witk chat power, which. 
would rendes: his ſevIVðHe mo: impotapt: 
pntzing it upen that af Celed. f Fake 
_— ſaid he, as 2 pledge, that to-morr 
— indo 


: $7 7009 5 oY Atte Au LgdI * 


— 


po 1 1 . | — a, | _— - ”, 
ed Dino bluow 18317 


had them abe, essay ſeized the 65. 
poptunity- to deſtroy: him; he, therefore, 
not Calling to che event of his accuſation, 
wy b K 4 had 
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had mingled poiſon in the bowl which he 
preſented to ALMoRAn when he came out 
from Hur: this, W at _ 4 
1 to conceal. or. * 


ts ces kelly 


5 ; 


rack; he ſuppoſet} alſo, that the accuſation, 
as it was'true, would be confirmed by His 


ſay to the prejudice of his accuſer, would 


be diſbelieved z und that when aftbr a ſew x 


a criminal, whom the bow ſtring or ti ſei- 
mitar would otherwiſe have been employed 
to, deſtroy. - But he now hoped to derve 


new. merit from an act of zeal;which: Art - 


MORAN hal approved befdre it was knn, 
by -. condemning 


© wiſhes of my lord,” i ſaid hez + be 
* anticipated; and IO he: found, ; 


14 ka * 


chisq ſtval oto; die, h 
death he had already: inſured : May the! 


* 
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whatever he ordains is already done: 
may he accept the zeal of. his ſervant, 
* whom he has delighted to honour ; for, 


before the light of the morning ſhall re- 


turn, the eyes of Oſmyn ſhall cloſe in 


8 everlaſting darkneſs.” P 


At theſe — the countenance of Al- 
MORAN changed; his cheeks became pale, 
and his lips trembled-: What then,“ ſaid 
he, © haſt thou done?” Caled, who, was 
terrified and aſtoniſhed, threw himſelf up- 


on the ground, and was unable to reply. 


ALMORAN, ; who now, by the utmoſt ef- 
fort of his mind, reſtrained his confuſion 
and his fear, that he might learn the truth 
from Caled without. diſſimulation or dil. 
guiſe, raiſed him from the ground? and re- 
peated his enquiry. It I have erred,” ſaid 
Caled, * impute it not : when 1 had de- 
© tected the treachery of Ofmyn, 1 was. 
6 tranſported by my zeal for thee. For 
c 25 that he is guilty, [ appeal, now. to 
7" 1 « © himſelf; 


T 
| 
4 
IS - 
i 
i 
f 


— — EY" OE, — ay 


hands together, looked. upward in an agony 

of deſpair and horror, and fell back upon a 

| fofa that was behind him. Caled, whoſe 

| aſtoniſhment was equal to his diſappoint- 
ment and his fears, approached him with 
a a trembling though haſty pace; but as he 

| flooped to fupport him, Alox AN ſud- 
denly drew his dagger and ſtabbed him to 
the heart; and repeated the blow with re- 
proaches and execrations, till bis ſtrength 
failed him. 


unable to ſpeak. * Nothi 
; | mas, | 4 that has br A ALMORAN, is 


D 
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© bimſalls foe he yet. lives 2 but that he 


© might not eſcape the hand of juſtice, 1 


__ © mingled, ne the 
7 * drugs of death.” 


At cheſe words, an firiking his 


In this dreadfut moment, the Genius 


| ence more appeared before him; at the 


fight of whom he waved his band, but was 


ug, ſaid the Ge- 


hidden 
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« deſtroyed like by the fees of Oye, 
and by the zeal of Caled: thy life may 
yet be preſerved; but it can be prefery- 
* ed only by a charm, which Hawezr muſt 
© apply.* ArMORAN, who had raiſed his 
eyes, and conceived ſome languid hope, 
| when he heard that he might yet live; caſt 
them again down in deſpair, when' he 
heard that he could receive 3 from 
Hau r. From Hauzr,* faid he, T. 
© have already taken the power to ſave me 
| T have, by thy counſet, given him the in- | 
©ftrument of death, which, by thy coun- 
© fel affo, I urged him to uſe: he received 
© it with joy, and he is now doubtlefs num- 
© bered with the dead.“ Hauzr,! ſaid the 
Genius, © is not dead; but from the foun- 
* tain of viftue' he drinks life and peace. if 
© what 1 ſhall propoſe, he refuſes to per- 
© form, not all the powers of rd lod 
| Olea, and ait, ir they ſhould combine, 
© can give this life: but if he complies, the 
__  Cgeath 


* 
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ſhall fall upon his head; and thy life 


« ſhall be again delivered te the hand af | 


time.“ Make haſte: then, ſaid Al- 
RAN, and Iwill here wait the event.“ 
The eyent,” ſaid the Genius, is not dii- 
* ſtant; and it is the laſt experiment which. 
© my power can make, either upon him or 
© thee: when the ſtar of the night, that 


. pa N 


; de wigh Hig? 


| When 8 RAN 1 * he reflec-, 


ted,  that.cyery.aQ gf ſupernatural power 


which the Genius had enabled him to per- 
form, had brought. upon him ſome new. ca- 
lamity, though it always promiſed him 
ſome new advantage. As he would not 


impute chis diſappointment to the purpoſes 


for which he employed the power that he 
had received, he indulged a ſuſpicion, that 
it proceeded from the perfidy of the Being 
oy * beſtowed; in his mind, 
there - 


4 death, that. is now ſuſpended Over thee, * 


© there 
© The 


. the f. 


© jn ce 


| d 


« why 


« ſel; 


« ſelf; 


ed te 


c he d 


r miſe 
_ © ents, 
4 ſis o 


6 plici 
« preſ 
a but 


_ © who 
©1m 


< pow 
c ther 
* ſuſp 


Cd 
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c therefore, he thus reaſoned with himſelf * | 
The Genius, who has pretended. to be 


: the friend of ALMORAN, has been ſecretly 
jn confederacy with HAurr: why elſe 


do I yet ſigh in vain for Armzipa? and © 


why elſe did not Hau periſh, when 


his life was in my power? By his coun- 
ſel, I perſuaded HAM r to deſtroy him- 


« ſelfz-and, in the very act, I was betray- 


ed to drink the potion, by which T ſhall 
_ © be deſtroyed: I have been led on, from 
© miſery to miſery; by ineffectual expedi- 
© ents," and fallacious hopes. In this cri- 
© fis of my fate, I will not truſt, with im- 

« plicit- confidence, in another: I will be 
6 « preſent at the interview of this powerſul, © 
but ſuſpeQed Being, with Hau; and 
. who can tell, but that if I detect a fraud 
I may be able to diſappoint it : however 
powerful, he is not omniſcient; I mays 
© therefore, be preſent, unknown and un- 
"OT" even by _ in form that I > 


FE: 
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< can chuſe by a thought, — 
not be conſcious.” 8. 
e 

FN conſequence of this reſolution, Ar- 
MORAN, having commanded one of 8. 
| ſoldiers of che guard that attended upon 


Hater into an inner room of the palace, 
he ordered him to wait there till his return: 


. then making faſt the door, ho aſſumed his 


figure, and went immediately to the dunge- 
on; where producing his ſignet, he ſaid, be 
bad received orders from the king to remain 


wich the priſaner, tilt de watch. dune 


As he entered without ſpeaking and with- 
out a light, Hamer enge ſtretched 
upon the ground, witch his face towards 
the earth; and ALMORAN, having filent- 
| ly retired to a remote corner of tho place, 
n of the Genius. 1 


The dawn of the morning now hroke 3 
| and, „ the priſon ook, 


and 
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and the Genius appeared. He was viſible 
by a lambent light that played around him; 
and Hamer ſtarting from the ground, 
turned to the viſion with reverence and 
wonder: but as the Omnipotent was ever 
preſent to his mind, to whom all beings in 
all worlds are obedient, and on whom 

alone he relied for protection, he was nei- 

ther confuſed nor afraid. Haut, ſajd 
the Genius, © the criſis of thy fate is naar. 
« Who art thou, ſaid Hauer, and for 
hat purpoſe art thou come? I am,” 
replied the Genius, an inhabitant of the 
©. world above thee; arid to the will of thy 
brother, my powers have been obedient : 
upon him they have not conferred hap- 
_ © pineſs,' but they haue brought evil upon 
© thee. It was my voice, that forbad thy 

marriage with ALMA DA; and my voice, 
© that decreed the throne to ALMeRAN: I 
« gave him the power to aſſume thy form; 
« and, by me, the bang of oppreſſion is now 
9 Let I have nat decresd 
| chat 
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« that he ſhould be happy, nor- that thou. 
© ſhouldſt be wretched: darkneſs as yet reſts. 
upon my purpoſe; but my heart in ſecret 


is thy friend.” If thou art, indeed my 


friend, ſaid HAMET, * deliver. me from 
© this priſon; and preſerve HamEerT for AI- 
uA.“ Thy deliverance,” ſaid the Ge- 
mus muſt depend upon thyſelf. There is 
4 a charm, of which the power is great; 
© but it is by n only, that * . 
can be exerted.” =, 
The Genius then held out t towards 08 
a ſcroll, on which the ſeal of ſeven powers | 
Was impreſſed. Take, faid: he, this 
© ſcroll; in which the myſterious name of- 
© Oroſmades is written. Invoke the ſpirits,” 
that reſide weſtward from the riſing of the 
« ſan; and northward, in the regions of cold 
and darkneſs: then ſtretch out thy hand, 
© and a lamp of ſulphur, ſelf-kindled, ſhall' 
burn before thee. In the fire of this lamp, 
* conſume that which I now give thee; 
c wes ww the . into which it changes, 
: « ſhall 
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© ſhall mix with the air a mighty charm 
* ſhall be formed, which ſhall defend thee 
from all miſchief: from that inſtant, no 
_ © poiſon, however potent, can hurt thee ; 
vor ſhall any priſon confine : in one mo- 
ment thou ſhalt be reſtored to the throne, 
© and. to ALazIDA; and the Angel of death 
« ſhall lay his, hand upon thy, brother; to 
© whom, if I had conſided this laſt beſt ef- 
<.tort of my. power, he would have ſecured. 
© the good to himſelf, and have ti 
© the evil to thece. 14 1 N 


Deus 


ee eee 


— fe ge 2 was 
ulti ay intended und bim 
and that had bren entangled in the toils 
of perſidy, while he believed himſelf to be 
aſſiſted by the: efforts of ſriendſhip: he was 
alſo convinced, that by · the Genius he was 
not:known io be preſent. Hauer, bo 
ever, : ſtood ſtill doubtful, and Alon 
was kept ſilent by his fears. Whoever. | 
nde | 9 


reed a0 ep AN Hr Miesen r 
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© thou art,” ſaid Hamer; * the condition of 
© the advantages which thou haſt offered me 
is ſuch as it is not lawful to fulft: thefe 
c horrid rites, and this commerce with un- 
* hoty powers, are prohibited! to mortals in 
- © the Law of life.” © See thom to that, ſaid. 

the Genius: Good and evil are before 


« thee ; - 7965 eps x age Fall | 


© offex'ns mee „ 
- Haurr; (hi ad nok Forth i ee 
op at once he poſſibility of ſecnring the c- 
. habGo IONS: 


believed indved os be an offer of advantage; 
— OP opt 
Want he-able to ———— 
fulfill them himſelf: be judged that the 
W vas in ſoſpenſe, and was 
> doubtful 


Fd 
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—— ew = — 

doubtful to which ar af 22 

dine : gr Tg + = 5 
3 . 

wa the ea. | 


When the change effeQed, called 
Har r Ah be who. 
knew — — — rs 

: friend, 
oy wonder : My A 
; —̃ ken 
12 = — white 1 Held 
. wigs 
ey my voice —.—.— 
en 5 — 
Pong 1 — 
9 — and that I am permi 
— — — 
c thee of oo! 0 
* 8 go 
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„not that being evil,“ ſaid AlatonAu, 
ho propoſes evil as the condition of 


© go6d?” * Shall I then,” ſaid Hamer, re- 


* nounce my liberty and life? The rack is - 


© now ready; and, perhaps, the next mo- 


© ment, its tortures will be inevitable.” 
Let me aſk/ thee: then,” ſaid ALMORAN, 


o preſerve thy life, wilt thou deſtroy thy 
* ſout?*-<.O 1: ſtay,” ſaid HaneT— Let 


me not be tried too far! Let che firength 


of Him who is Almighty, be manifeſt in 
© my weakneſs l' Hauer then pauſed a 


few. moments; but he was no. longer i- 
doubt: and AL, Ax, who diſbelieved 
and deſpiſed;the.argaments, hy, which he. 


intended to perſuade bim to renounce what, 


he: ſhould, Pai nd lope were. 
_ Inſtantly confirmed. 
METS eee anderen jt 


* far from. me, as the ſands of Alai from 
11 7 
© bour.. 


RES 3 82241517785 


t 
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* hour my virtue may fail me, and thy 
© counſel may be wanting. Give it me 
© then,%, ſaid ALMORAN; and feeling for 
the hands of each other, he ſnatched it from 
him in an extaſy of joy; and inſtantly re- 
"I his own voice and figure, he cried 
„At length I have prevailed : and life 

6 8 love, dominion 3 are _w 
. at once in my hand?” kf 

Hax heart and kbew the wie of Ki 
wrecks) with aſtoniſhment ; but it was too 
Aacte to wiſh he hid withheld the charm; 
uſe. * Yet a few monients paſs,” ſaid/Ax- 
MORAN, © and thou art nothing” Hamzr, 
ho doubted not of the power of the talif. 
man, and knew that ALMORAN had ns 
uſing it to his deſtruction, reſigned himſelf 
cCaped from guilt. Al Mon then, with 
an elation of mind that ſparkled in his eyes; 
on 8 apon his cheek; ſtretched out 
his 


"a 
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his hand, in which he Held the ſeroll; and 
a lamp of burning ſulphur was immediately 
ſuſpended in the air before him: he held 
the myſterious writing in the flame; and 
as it began to burn, the place ſhook with 
reiterated thunder, of which.every peal whs 
more terrible and more loud. Hau, 
wrapping his robe round him, cried out; 
© In the Fountain of Life that flows fot 
ever, let my life be mingled) Let me not 
\* be, as if I had never bens but Gill cons 
3 and be ill | 

happy in his leꝙ,ẽ 

 ALMORAN, wo RS 8 
ticipation of his own felicity, beard. the 
| thunder without dread, as the-proclamation 
of his triumph : L thy hopes, ſaid he, 
* eee e the pleaſures, that. I 
have ſecured, ſhall be mine.” As he pro- 
nounced theſe-words, he ſtarted as at a ſuu- 
gen pang 1 his eyes became fixed, and his 


poſture immoveable; yet his fenſes fill e- 


mained 
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mained, and he perceived the Genius once 
more to ſtand before him. © ALxoran,? 
ſaid he, * to the laſt founds which thou 
by malt heat, let thine ear be attentive.! Of 
* * ſpirits that rejoice to fulfill che pur- 
Pe of the Almighty, I am one. To 
MET, and to Alx ox Rx, I have been 
e from above: I have been 
© appointet to perfect virtue by adverſity ; 
und, in the folly of her own projects, to 
* entangle vice. The charm, which could 
© be fortned only by guilt, has power only 
td produce miſery : of every good which 
thou, Amos Au, wouldſt have ſecured 
*. hy-diſebediepce, the oppoſite evil 'is thy: 
portion: and of -every:eyil which. thou, 
* Hanzr, waſt, by obedience, willing to 
incur, the oppolite good is deſtowed upon 
© thee, To thee, Hauzr, are now given 
che throne of thy father, and AND A. 

* Andthou, AAM, who, while I ſpeak, 
art incorporating with the earth, ſhalt 
0 tions, a me; 

remain, 4 — 4 


- 
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2»  morial of the rruths which thy * be. 
* taught! p99 


At the words of the Geile, 7 WY g 
trembled beneath, and above che walls of 


the priſon diſappeared : : the figure of Ar- 
MORAN, which was hardened into 


Fs expanded by degrees; and a rock, by 4 14 


his, form and attitude, are Kill rudely ex- 


preſſed, became at. 2 of his. 
puniſhment and his guilt. | SE 


Such are eee dens 


preacher of righteouſneſs l for; to Ac, 
that whicly paſſvd in feetet was revealed: By 
the Angel of iuſtrüction, that the end 
might know, that, to the wicked, increaſe” 
of power is increaſe of wretchedneſs; and 


that thoſe who condemn the folly of an at- 


tempt to defeat the purpoſe of a Genius, 
might 0 beate bare to eliide thi appoint- 
ment of the Mon * 


the deſcendant- df the Prophet, and the 


